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Plaintiff offers Simpson compromise 

SANTA MONICA fAP) — Fred Goldman offered Wedres- 
give op afl claims to OJ. Sink's money in 
a signed, cfctailed wMesswmoteteo^raaaod 
V SS A Stales ' warn to play 

Sa ^i ^ < ? Wn ^ n ’ {3&ier mm2er Gold- 

10 a l^epbODe imerview. "But 
rfhe wa^toagQ a confession with aD the deiailsofhis 
am» and broadcast n all over the country and publish it all 

^ ** i ud g m ^” Mn Goldman 

pd,ac^ag: Afl I ever warned is justice. It’s never been an 

issue ^X)ut n»oey.” Calls left for Me Simpson's attorneys 
were dot immediaiely returned. Mn Goldman first issued the 
cbaDerige Tuesday during an interview on Salem Radio net- 
wfflk. a EteDas-based, Christian talk network. "There was a 
talk show host here in LA thai offered an idea yesterday on 
xi aod Pm going to steal it from him," Ml Goldman told 

radio host Mark Gilman on the Alan Keyes show. 



Jordan, Egypt discuss coordination 

AMMAN iPem) — Prime Minister Abdul Karim Knbarra on 
Wednesday discussed with Egypt's ambassador w Jordan Hani 
Riad pon-Amb affairs and the siwuiinn in Sudan as well a coor- 
dinaiion of Jordanian and Egyptian positions with regard ro ihe 
Middle East peace process. Speaking airex ihe meeting the ambas- 
sador stud dial ihe discussions cmised also the excellent ties 
benveen the two countries. Mr. Riad told Jordan Television 
the meeting the two sides woe maintaining axmlinmoo a the 
highest level with regard id the Middle East Issue. Mr Riad said 
he discussed the situation in the occupied Arab territories ftilkw- 
ine the implementation of the Hebron agreement. He said that Jor- 
danian-Egyptian coordination efforts were instrumental in the 
implementation of the Hebmn accord. Asked about Egvpts stand 
vis-a-vis the simuiion in Sudan, the umhassudor saii ■'The es*ents 
in Sudan are merely an internal snuggle between the govemmeru 
and the opposition. In Egypt’s view the situation has not changed 
so for and therefore Cairo cai by no meais interfere." 
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Israeli annexation of Arab 
East Jerusalem is null and 


void, Crown Prince affirms 

Prince Hassan, French leaders discuss peace 
process , Islam, regional economic development, 
socio-economic security and bilateral relations 


with all other parties con- 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan on 
Wednesday described 
Israel’s unilateral annexa- 
tion of Arab Hast Jerusalem 
as “null and void” and said 
Jordan’s position on the 
political status of the Holy 
City was based on 
international law. 

The Crown Prince, speak- 
ing to French journalists 
after talks with French 
President Jacques Chirac, 
Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe, Parliament Speaker 
Philippe Seguin, also reaf- 
firmed Jordan’s position 
that the territorial integrity 
aid unity of Iraq should not 
be tampered with, and any 
change of government in 
Baghdad was an affair of 
the Iraqi people. 

The Crown Prince, who 
arrived in Paris on Tuesday 
along with Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Sarvatb, dis- 
cussed with the French 
leaders the Middle East 
peace process, regional 
security, Jordanian-French 
relations, and the King- 
dom’s development 
process. 

He expressed high appre- 
ciation of the European 
Union’s (EU) contribution 
to the peace process along 


cemed and said the quest 
for peace should be coupled 
with efforts to establish 
“soft security” for all peo- 
ple based on socio-econom- 
ic justice. 

He also underlined that 
the Islamic faith should not 
be identified with terror 
and the need to fighi 
“Islamophobia” in the 
West. 

Just as there is no “Chris- 
tian terror" or “Jewish ter- 
ror,” there is no “Islamic 
terror,” said the Crown 
Prince, adding there should 
also be no East-West divide 
on ethnic lines based on 
religion and faith. 

The Crown Prince, who 
also met with Arab ambas- 
sadors in france and lead- 
ers of the French Jewish 
community, emphasised the 
need to develop a regional 
mechanism to address 
issues of common concern 
to the countries of the Mid- 
dle East He said such a 
mechanism should replace 
the present trend to discuss 
issues on bilateral bases. 

In their talks with the 
Crown Prince, President 
Chirac, Prime Minister 
Juppe and Speaker Seguin 
said France highly appreci- 
ated Jordan’s key role and 
contribution to the Middle 
East peace process and was 



keen to consolidate Franco- 
Jordanian relations in all 
areas. 


Od the bilateral front, the 
Down Prince, who is visit- 
ing France at the invitation 
of Prime Minister Juppe, 
discussed Jordanian-French . 
economic ties and an ongo- 
ing process of swapping 
Jordanian debts to France 
into investments in the 
Kingdom. 

Also emphasised daring 
the meetings was the need 
to reactivate peace negotia- 
tions on the Israeli-Syrian 
and Israeli-Lebanese tracks 
and the conviction that do 
peace would be compre- 
hensive in the Middle East 
without Israel, Syria and 


Lebanon reaching peace 
agreements. 

The Crown Prince and the 
French leaders discussed 
tbe status of negotiations 
between Jordan and the 
European Union on an 
association agreement, 
which, according to EU 
officials, could be signed in 
April, allowing Jordan to 
receive preferential treat- 
ment in European markets 
as well as European help to 
modernise its industrial and 
marketing base. 

The Down Prince 
referred to the series of eco- 
nomic legislation enacted 
in Jordan to make an 
investment-friendly climate 
in the Kingdom, which, be 
said, is seeking strategic 
international partners in 
telecommunications, the 
cement industry and pro- 
jects related to the Dead 

Sea.. ;Wr * * -. 

Pritice Hassan particular- 
ly noted Jordan’s commit- 
ment to giving the private 
sector the leading role in 
economic activities and tbe 
process of privatisation of 
state entities already under- 
taken by the government 

Tbe Crown Prince under- 
lined that “the stability of 
Jordan is important to the 
entire Middle East region 

(Continued on page 7) 


Netanyahu says U.S. cannot force Syria 
to talks, assails plan for Saudi F-16 deal 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said Wednesday 
that the United States can- 
not force Syria to resume 
peace t alks with Israel and 
he criticised Washington’s 
reported plan to sell F-16 
fighters to Saudi Arabia, 

“Tbe United States cannot 
make Syria negotiate. If the 
Syrians want peace they 
will resume the talks. If they 
don’t want peace, they will 
find a hundred excuses not 
to relaunch the talks,” Mr. 
Netanyahu told Israel Radio 
on his flight to Washington, 
where be is to meet U.S. 
President Bill Clinton on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Netanyahu also said 
he would not present a “pre- 
cise peace plan with Syria 
but general principles” 
when he talks with Mr. Clin- 
ton at the White House. 

A series of discussions 
between Israeli and Syrian 
military officials held since 
the official negotiations 
ended last February have 
not yielded any concrete 
results. 

The Israeli leader also 
criticised reported U.S. 
plans to sell 100 F-16 war- 
planes to Saudi Arabia. 

“We consider this sale a 
very " serious decision 
because by equipping Saudi 
Arabia with aircraft and 
modem arms the strategic 
balance of tbe Middle East 
is put into question ” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

The Saudi defence minis- 
ter, Prince Sultan Ben Abdul 
Aziz, was quoted as saying 
in Saudi newspapers 
Wednesday, “after we were 
offered several planes, our 
air force experts decided the 


F-16 is a good replacement 
for the F-5.” 

Another delicate matter 
for the Israelis is the extradi- 
tion of the political leader of 
the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) from 
the United Suites. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he has 
not yet made a detison on 
extraditing Musa Abu Mar- 
zouk (see separate story). 

“We are continuing to 
study this matter,” be said. 

„ The Egyptian government 
'newspaper A1 Mussawar 
said Wednesday Syria has 
convinced Arab countries 
not to step up normalisation 
with Israel despite the 
- Israeh-Palestinian accord on 
Hebron, 

Its editor in chief, Makrara 
Mohammad Ahmad, said: 
“During their recent tour (of 
the Gulf), Syrian Vice-Pres- 
ident Abdul Halim Kh ad- 
dam and Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa convinced 
Arab leaders not to speed up 
normalisation with Israel in 
spite of the Hebron accord” 
under which Israel with- 
drew from four-fifths of the 
West Bank town of Hebron 
last month. 

Several Arab capitals 
including Cairo considered 
the Jan. 15 agreement, con- 
cluded after marathon nego- 
tiations, an important step 
on the road to peace. 

In an editorial, Mr. Ahmad 
said the Syrian officials 
explained that further nor- 
malisation could lead to 
“increased pressure” by the 
Jewish state on Syria and 
“slow down a peaceful set- 
tlement on the Lebanese and 
Syrian tracks.” 

Israeli companies will 
take part Id three trade fairs 


in Oman, which had previ- 
ously decided to freeze con- 
tacts with the Jewish state, 
the Israeli Export Institute 
said Wednesday. 

Tbe institute said in a 
statement it had received 
“official invitations from 
Oman to participate in three 
international fairs which 
will be held in March and 
April in Muscat.” 

“In spite of the small 
amount of time that remains 
to organise the pavilions, 
the institute decided to 
accept the invitations ,” the 
statement said, adding that it 
was “an important opportu- 
nity to strengthen economic 
ties with Oman and tbe Gulf 
countries.” 

Oman and Qatar are the 
wily Gulf Arab countries 
with trade ties with Israel, 
but Muscat decided Dec. 4 
to freeze contacts with the 
Jewish state because of the 
slow pace of the peace 
process. 

However, it announced 
Jan. 20, after Israel and the 
Palestinians signed Hebron 
agreement; that it was ready 
to resume contacts with 
Israel. 

Mr. Khaddam and Mr. 
Sharaa began their tour Jan. 
17 of the six Gulf states and 
five North African states. 

Mr. Netanyahu “is now 
sure that the normalisation 
of relations with the Arab 
World depends on returning 
the Golan (Heights) to 
Syria,” said A1 Mussawar’s 
Ahmad, who is considered 
close to Egypt’s President 
Hosnr Mubarak. 

IsraeJi reports said Mr. 
Netanyahu will present to 
Mr. Clinton a compromise 
package for restarting peace 


talks with Syria when the 
two leaders meet Thursday. 

Ml Netanyahu will tell 
tbe U.S. president that Israel 
is willing to consider a terri- 
torial compromise on the 
Golan Heights, the Maariv 
daily said. 

The prime minister will 
also acknowledge the 
understandings reached last 
year between Syria and Mr. 
Netanyahu’s predecessor, 
but will insist Israel is nek 
obligated by them, Maariv 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu and top 
advisers worked out the new 
negotiating position ahead 
of the prime minister's 
departure for Washington on 
Wednesday. 

“Syria is on the top of the 
agenda” in the meeting 
between Mr. Netanyahu and 
Mr. Clinton, said Netanyahu 
spokesman Michael Stoltz. 

The Israeli formula for 
restarting the talks says that 
Israel Is aware of the under- 
standings reached last year. 
This would allow Israel to 
bring up some of the issues 
worked out in the talks, 
without being committed to 
all of diem. 

The Syrians have to be 
prepared to understand that 
if they didn't reach a 
(signed) agreement there is 
no obligation of any party,” 
said Israeli government 
spokesman Moshe Fogel. 

The U.S. ambassador to 
Israel Martin Indyk, said 
this week there was no 
chance Syria would sign a 
peace accord without get- 
ting back all of tbe Golan. 
Mr. Indyk has been a key 
broker in Mideast negotia- 
tions. 



A beer A1 Oheidi, 27, one of the 30 Palestinian women prisoners released from an Israeli prison early Wednesday, speaks to 
reporters outside tbe headquarters of Palestinian President Yasser Arafat shortly after being released (Reuters photo) 

Israel, PNA agree on debts after 


Palestinian women prisoners freed 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agen- 
cies) — An Israeii-Palestinian com- 
mittee on economic affairs reached 
agreement on Wednesday for each 
side to repay debts to the other 
amounting to more than $50 million, 
Israeli officials said. 

The decision came a few hours after 
Israel released 30 Palestinian women 
prisoners ifi fine with last month’s 
Hebron agreement 

The joint economic committee was 
established earlier in the week at a 
summit between Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat 

Israel will pay the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) some $30 
million in taxes collected from Pales- 
tinians, an amount considerably less 
than the $1 billion tbe authority had 
originally said it was owed, said an 
official with the Israeli finance min- 
istry. 

In return, the. Palestinians have 
agreed to pay debts to Israeli compa- 
nies amounting to more than $20 mil- 
lion, the official said. 

The Palestinian debts include those 
with Israeli hospitals, tbe state-run 
telephone company and other public 
firms. 

The amount Israel owed tbe Pales- 
tinians accumulated from taxes levied 
by Israel on products sold to Palestini- 
ans in the territories before those areas 
were granted self-rule. 

Palestinian International Coopera- 
tion Minister Nabil Shaath had in a 
report in tbe A1 Ayam newspaper said 
the authority would reject any Israeli 
payment offer that was less than $1 bil- 
lion. 

Such paybacks from the Jewish state 
are outlined in tbe Paris economic 


agreement signed by the two sides in 
1994, Mr. Shaath told the Palestinian 
daily. 

Mr. Shaath and Israeli Finance Min- 
ister Dan Meridor were heading the 
joint comrairtee. 

The economic committee must also 
tackle the issues of Israel’s closure of 
the Palestinian areas and the establish- 
ment of joint industrial parks. 

Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat had 
announced the formation of eight joint 
committees to implement the Jan. 15 
Hebron accord and continue the peace 
process. 

Mr. Meridor said Wednesday that an 
economic agreement with the Pales- 
tinians meant tbe opening of a “new 
page” in economic relations between 
the sides. 

President Arafat on Wednesday 
hugged and kissed Palestinian women 
released from Israeli jails hours earlier 
in an emotional West Bankbomecom- 
ing. 

The women flashed victory signs as 
they came off a bus at 2 a.m. (2400 
GMT) in Ramallah and fell into the 
arms of loved ones, witnesses said. 
They were quickly surrounded by 
around 200 relatives and friends. 

Israel released 30 women late on 
Tuesday from the Sharon and Neve 
Tirza prisons after the high court 
rejected a last-minute petition to keep 
nine of them behind bars. 

A final inmate scheduled for release 
was to be freed on Wednesday. Two of 
the prisoners were convicted killers. 

The women were brought directly to 
Ramallah, where Mr. Arafat had been 
waiting for hours. 

“The prisoner release process was 
very difficult but it is living proof of 
the possibility of coexistence between 


Israelis and Palestinians.” said Jibril 
Rajoub, the head of Palestinian pre- 
ventive security who spent 17 years in 
an Israeli jail. 

“It showed that the Israeli govern- 
ment was serious in its commitment to 
release the prisoners,'* he told 
reporters. 

An Israeli group had asked the court 
' fo halt the release of the nine, saying 
they were arrested after the Israeli- 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) agreements and were not eligi- 
ble for freedom. Israel committed to 
release women prisoners in its 1995 
peace deal with PLO. 

Three of the women slated for 
release bad already been freed but the 
others refused to leave prison until 
authorities allowed all 31 to go free. 

Police detained two right-wing 
activists protesting against the release 
outside the Sharon prison, witnesses 
said. The women all signed commit- 
ments to refrain from violence. 

Laroya Maarouf, a 32-year-old 
Brazilian citizen, was the first women 
released from the prison in Tel Mond at 
around 4 p.m. (1400 GMT). Israeli and 
Palestinian officials said she was 
deported to Brazil. Ms. Maarouf was 
arrested in 1986 for driving the car in 
which an Israeli soldier was kid- 
napped and later killed. 

Palestinian sources say around 5,000 
Palestinians remain in Israeli jails. 

“Tbe struggle will continue because 
there are many young, old and sick 
people still in prison,” said Abeer A1 
Oheidi, 27, arrested in 1992 for leading 
a PLO cell which killed a Jewish set- 
tler from the Ofra settlement in the 
West Bank. 

“I’m proud to be on free Palestinian 
land.” she shouted. 


Jordan in efforts to secure release 
of Sheikh Yassin and Abu Marzouk 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is 
involved in efforts to help 
secure the release of two 
leaders of the Hamas move- 
ment, one of them facing 
extradition from the U.S. to 
Israel, an official source 
said Wednesday. 

However, the source 
declined to confirm reports 
that Musa Abu Marzouk, 
head of the political bureau 
of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), could 
be sent to Jordan instead of 
Israel as a compromise to 
avert possible Palestinian 
violence that could under- 
mine the peace process. 

The source, who did not 
want to be identified, was 
commenting on reports in 
the Israeli pres that Mr. 
Abu Marzouk, was fo be 
“transferred” from the U.S. 
to Jordan instead of extra- 
dited to Israel. 

"His Majesty King Hus- 


seiD is in touch with the 
U.S. administration in an 
effort to help resolve two 
issues — the continued 
detention of (Hamas 
founder) Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin and the problem of 
Abu Marzouk extradition,” 
said the source. 

Sheikh Yassin, who is 
serving a life term in an 
Israeli prison, is reportedly 
in serious ill-health, and 
Palestinian leaders have 
warned of violence by his 
supporters if he dies while 
in detention. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk. a resi- 
dent of the U.S. for 12 
years, was arrested last year 
upon his return there after a 
visit to the Middle East. 
The arrest came because, 
according to U.S. officials, 
his name appeared in a list 
of suspected “international 
terrorists-” 

Israel, citing what it said 
was Mr. Abu Marzouk’s 
involvement in anti-Israeli 
attacks, sought his extradi- 


tion and a U.S. court ruled 
in favour of the request. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk. who 
says he was not involved in 
any violent activities, said 
last month he had dropped 
a bid to appeal the court rul- 
ing. Hamas has warned of 
violent attacks if he was 
extradited to Israel for trial. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) has sent 
appeals to the U.S. admin- 
istration against extraditing 
Mr. Abu Marzouk to Israel 
and asking that he be sent to 
the Palestinian self-rule ter- 
ritories. 

The Jordanian source 
declined comment whether 
Jordan was offering to take 
Mr. Abu Marzouk as a com- 
promise and would only 
say that “Jordan is exerting 
all efforts to resolve the 
problems concerning 
Sheikh Yassin and Mr. Abu 
Marzouk.” 

Israel’s Yediot Ahronoi 
said Tuesday that an agree- 
ment to send Mr. Abu Mar- 


zouk to Jordan was 
reached after the Israeli 
secret service said it feared 
reprisals by Hamas if he 
was handed over to Israel. 

According to the paper, 
the deal was reached during 
“secret contacts” between 
U.S., Jordanian and Israeli 
legal authorities, and came 
after Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
ordered an alternative solu- 
tion to extraditing Mr. Abu 
Marzouk. 

The United States has 
also expressed concern 
Americans might be target- 
led by the group if Mr, Abu 
Marzouk was extradited to 
Israel. Irit Kahane, head of 
the international section of 
the Israeli attorney gener- 
al’s office, was involved in 
the contacts with her U.S. 
counterparts to bring aboyt 
the “transfer” of Mr. Abu 
Marzouk to Jordan. Yediot 
Ahronot said. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Iran foundation 
raises bounty on 
Rushdie to $2.5m 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — An 
Iranian religious foundation 
on Wednesday raised the 
reward it has put on British 
author Salman Rushdie’s 
head but President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani imme- 
diately distanced the govern- 
ment from the move. 

The Khordad-I5 Charity 
foundation said it was hiking 
the bounty for the killer of 
Rushdie by $500,000 to a 
total of $2.5 million. 

The announcement came 
on the eve of the eighth 
anniversary of a death sen- 
tence against the Indian -bom 
writer issued by Iran's late 
spiritual guide Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini. 

In addition, the foundation 
will pay accumulated interest 
on the earlier standing 
reward, the foundation’s 
head. Ayatollah Sheikh Has- 
san Sanei, told the hardline 
Jomhuri Islami newspaper. 

“Imam Khomeini’s farwa 
is a divine decree and all 
Muslims are duty-bound to 
seek to execute it," the aya- 
tollah said. “This verdict is 
not exclusive to a certain 
person or nationality. It con- 
cerns all Muslims.” 

Khomeini issued a fatwa, 
or religious decree, on Feb. 
14, 19S9 condeming Rushdie 
to death for allegedly insult- 
ing Islam in his novel "The 
Satanic Verses.” 

But Mr. Rafsanjani on 
Wednesday distanced him- 
self from the foundation, 
saying its decision does not 
concern the government. 

“This is a non-govemmen- 
tal organisation and its deci- 
sions have nothing to do with 
the government’s policies,” 
the president told a press 
conference. 

“I don't know what their 
motive was, but the govern- 
ment’s policy towards the 
(Rushdie affair) is the same 
as before, and one which we 
have repeatedly announced," 
he added. 

Iranian officials have said 
they want to resolve the 
Rushdie affair, pledging not 
to seek out Mr. Rushdie. But 
they refuse European Union 
(EU ) calls to lift the fatwa on 
the grounds it is a religious 
decree and “untouchable.” 

The issue is still sensitive 
in Iran, where hardliners 
have warned against any 
compromise and vowed to 
sabotage any initiative to set- 
tle the case. 

The Khordad-15 founda- 
tion. created after the 1979 
Islamic revolution along 
with several other revolu- 
tionary institutions, has been 
a strong supporter of the 
farwa. 

Although it is financed by 
private funds collected under 
religious obligations, the 
organisation is run by figures 
dose to the regime. 

Ayatollah Sanei himself is 
a representative of Iran’s 


paramount leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei at the founda- 
tion. 

After the sentence was first 

passed against Rushdie, the 
foundation offered $1 mil- 
lion. But it doubled the 
bounty in 1991. Two years 
ago, it even offered to foot 
the bill for any "expenses" in 
killing Mr. Rushdie. 

Ayatollah Sanei said that 
anyone who manages to kill 
the “apostate” Rushdie is 
entided to the reward, 
"whether Muslim or non- 
Muslim, including Rushdie's 
bodyguards.” 

Mr. Rushdie has been Liv- 
ing in hiding and under 
British police protection 
since Khomeini’s threat was 
issued. 

The Guardian newspaper 
in Britain said Wednesday 
that London police have 
stepped up security around 
the author after the discovery 
of a fresh plot to carry out 
die Iranian death threat. 

The intelligence services 
were taking the new threats 
to Mr. Rushdie’s life serious- 
ly, it said. 

But the Iranian ayatollah 
vowed that ‘Those seeking 
him out to carry oul God's 
order will find him in any- 
way possible and remove the 
obstacles.” 

“I am certain that in suit- 
able time this job will be 
done ... and Rushdie will be 
killed and relegated to hell,” 
he said. "Rushdie has to be 
executed even if he repents 
and becomes a paragon of 
virtue.” 

The fatwa stirred an uproar 
in the West and caused fric- 
tion in relations between Iran 
and European countries, 
prompting the EU in 1992 to 
keep exchanges of political 
delegations with the Islamic 
republic at low levels. 

Tehran and the EU have 
tried several times to reach 
an accord in the past two 
years but to no avail. 

Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati said last month dur- 
ing a visit to Italy that Iran 
had twice been close to a 
deal with Europe over Mr. 
Rushdie, but each time it was 
scuppered by an EU member 
state, apparently Britain. 

Parliamentary Speaker Ali 
Akbar Nateq-Nuri. backed 
by the ruling cleric to be 
Iran’s next president after 
July elections, said last week 
he hopes tor better lies with 
Europe, but accused the EU 
of politicising the Rushdie 
affair. 

He reiterated assurances 
that Iran had no plans to send 
commandos lo kill the writer. 

But Ayatollah Sanei 
warned presidential candi- 
dates not to distance them- 
selves from the fatwa and to 
"prove they are true follow- 
ers of Imam” Khomeini, who 
died in 1989 several months 
after issuing the decree. 



HOUSE DEMOLITION: A Palestinian woman admonishes departing Israeli soldiers after the army on 
Wednesday demolished her water well and garden walls which, according to Israeli authorities, had 
been built without a permit Israeli soldiers demolished five structures in the area surrounding the 
West Bank town of Hebron (Reuters photo) 


Ankara 
calls on 
Athens 
to enter 
dialogue 

ANKARA (AFP) — - 

Turkey on Wednesday- 
called for Greece to open a 
broad dialogue to resolve 
differences which have 
strained the two NATO 
allies' relations. 

Turkey is maintaining 
its position that all the 
points of disagreement 
with Greece should be set- 
tled in a wide-ranging dia- 
logue.” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Omar Akbe! 
told journalists. 

.“We hope that the Greek 
government will share the 
same position on launching 
a dialogue on all the sub- 
jects on which Turkey and 
Greece conflict.” he added. 

"If tension exists between 
Turkey and Greece, it’s not 
a result of Turkey’s atti- 
tude.” he said in response 
to British Foreign Secre- 
tary Malcolm Rifkind’s 
warning Tuesday that a war 
between Greece and 
Turkey over Cyprus is "a 
serious possibility.” 

"The Cyprus situation is 
clear the Turkish party 
kept inviting the Greek 
party to the negotiating 
table, but hasn’t received a 
favourable response.” Mr. 
Akbel said. 

“The Greek pjrty on the 
island, in complete cooper- 
ation with Greece, prefers 
conflict to reconciliation.” 
he churned. 


U.S. reportedly warns Russia 
against Iranian missile plans 


LOS ANGELES (Agen- 
cies) — Washington has 
issued a diplomatic warn- 
ing to Moscow about Russ- 
ian assistance to Iran’s mis- 
sile programme that poten- 
tially could threaten U.S. 
troops in Saudi Arabia, sev- 
eral Gulf allies and Israel, 
the Los Angeles Times 
reported on Wednesday. 

Quoting senior Clinton 
administration officials, the 
newspaper said intelligence 
reports indicated that Rus- 
sia recently transferred to 
Iran technology for the 
Russian SS-4 missile, 
which has a range almost 
three times greater than that 
of any missile now in Iran’s 
arsenal. The transfer basi- 
cally involved detailed 
instructions on how to con- 
struct the missile’s delivery 
system. 

But the Los Angeles 
Times quoted Israeli offi- 
cials as saying the transfer 
also included some parts 
for an SS-4 missile which 
has a range of 2.010 kilo- 
metres. 

The diplomatic warning 
was reportedly issued dur- 
ing talks last week between 
Vice-President A1 Gore and 
visiting Russian Prime 

Minister Viktor Cher- 

nomyrdin. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin denied 
that Moscow had autho- 
rised transfer of the missile 
and acknowledged that 
such action would be a vio- 
lation of a 1994 pledge by 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin not to engage in fur- 
ilicr arms sales to Tehran. 

U.S. officials were spec- 
ulating about whether the 
missile technology could 


have been transferred to 
Inin from cash-strapped 
former Soviet arms produc- 
ers or complexes, the Los 
Angeles Times reported. 

Former Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres said 
in New Haven. Connecticut 
on Tuesday the Middle East 
was being threatened by a 
" fundamental i stic move- 

ment” led by Iran. 

Mr. Peres! in a speech at 
Yale University, urged 
Jews, Muslims and Chris- 
tians to unite against such 
fundamentalism. 

The Middle East was 
threatened by “a fundamen- 
taJistic movement that tries 
to shake up and endanger 
practically every existing 
system in the Arab world. 
Audits headqudttfrtf'. art 
today in a single country—, 
in Iran,” Mr. Peres said! 

Iran wants assets 

Iranian President Hashem 
Rafsanjani said Wedneday 
Iran would show a “new 
face” to the United States if 
Washington releases the 
Islamic Republic’s frozen 
assets. 

"If America has goodwill, 
all it needs to do is return 
our assets,” the president 
told a press conference in 
Tehran. 

‘This we will interpret as 
a shift in their stance 
(towards Iran) ... and they 
can then see another face 
from Iran,” he added. 

Washington froze Iranian 
assets in the United States 
after radical students 
stormed the U.S. embassy 
here in 1980 taking its staff 
hostage and prompting a 
break in diplomatic ties. 


Tehran has estimated its 
frozen assets at around $10 
billion, a figure sharply 
contested by Washington. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said, how- 
ever. he does not expect . 
any early breakthrough in 
relations with the United 
States. “I don’t see any 
horizon for better ties as 
nothing has changed.” he 
said. 

Washington. accusing 
Iran of sponsoring intern- 
ational terrorism and pursu- 
ing a military buildup in the 
Gulf, has waged a cam- 
paign to isolate the country, 
especially on the economic 
front 

Mr. Rafsanjani also crit- 
icised Japan for refusing to 
stick to its commitment to 
finance a hydroelectric 
power. plant< /in . southwest- 
ern Iran. 

"The Japanese have made 
made another mistake and 
reneged on their contract to 
please Israel and the United 
States,” said Mr. Rafsan- 
jani. In 1991, the Japanese 
government lifted an 18- 
year freeze on low-interest 
loans to Iran with an initial 
installment of 38.6 billion 
yen ($360 million) for the 
2,000-megawatt project on 
Karon river in Khozestan 
province. 

A second tranche was 
suspended in mid- 1994 fol- 
lowing a U.S. call for eco- 
nomic sanctions against 
Iran. 

"Within two or three 
years we will ourselves 
build the plant at a cheaper 
cost.” the president said, 
although stressing that 
Tehran and Tokyo had good 
commercial relations. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


France buys Israeli anti-collision device 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — France has purchased a new Israeli 
device to prevent mid-air collisions between 
Haarecz newspaper reported on Wednesday. The Ehud 
was invented by Israeli fighter pilots and engineers at the 
state-owned Israel Aircraft Industries (IAI). and us devel- 
opment cost $30 million, -the daily said. It said two other 
countries, India and “a country in South-east Asia, have, 
also bought the device, while Germany has shown inter- 
est in the project. Haareiz regretted the Israeli air force 
did not use the device before the Feb. 4 collision that 
killed 73 soldiers headed for Lebanon. But it noted the 
two transport helicopters were flying too close for the 
device to work. If the helicopters had been flying at a 
higher altitude, even with the lowest visibility, the Ehud 
would have been able to raise the alarm, the newspaper 
said. French defence Minister Charles Millon began Tues- 
day an official, two-day visit to Israel. He was slated to 
visit Israel's military' industries and meet his counterpart 
Yitzhak Mordechai. 

Dealer sneaks heroin into Kuwaiti hospital 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A Lebanese man has been 
arrested here for smuggling heroin inside potato crisp 
packets to drug addicts receiving hospital treatment foe 
their addiction, a newspaper said Wednesday. The 
Lebanese man carefully concealed heroin inside crisp 
packets that showed no signs of tampering and sent them 
with clothes and other belongings to addicts being treat- 
ed in a psychiatric hospital, AJ-Rai AJ-Aam reported. The 
man. whose name was not given, was arrested by the 
anti-drugs unit of the criminal investigation department 
and has now been handed over to the public prosecution 
to continue investigations, the report said. 

Single Israeli women to get access to sperm banks 

TEL-AVIV (AFP) — Single Israeli women will be able to 
go to sperm banks for artificial insemination jusi like mar- 
ried women do. the health ministry announced Tuesday. 
The announcement came after unmarried women filed a 
lawsuit with the supreme court saying they were being 
discriminated against in comparison with married 
women. Previously, single women had to get a favourable 
opinion from a medical committee in order to get access 
to a sperm bank while this procedure was unnecessary for 
married women. An unmarried couple living together and 
a lesbian couple who wanted to raise children had 
appealed to the court with the backing of the Israeli civic 
rights association. 

Turkish air force kills 43 rebels in Iraq 

ANKARA (AFP) — The Turkish air force killed 43 Kur?, 
dish rebels in three raids on separatist Kurdish camps in. 
northern Iraq in January, the semi-official Turkish ne 
agency Anatolia said Wednesday. The air raids wi 
ordered after the rebels of the Kurdish Labour Part 
(PKK) were detected preparing to attack targets i 
Turkey, the agency said, without providing further details. 
The F-16 and F-4 aircraft killed 23 PKK members at 
camp in the region of Metina in northern Iraq and one 
er 20 in the Zap region. The agency did not name i& 
source for its report. Turkey frequently sends troops ami 
planes into northern Iraq to attack bases of the PKlC. 
which has been fighting since 1984 for the creation of an 
independent Kurdish homeland. '•* 

Palestinian, killed by bomb inLebanon ^ 

A1NALHILWEH (AFP) — A Palestinian was killed on 
Wednesday in a graveyard in a refugee camp in South 
Lebanon when a bomb he was carrying exploded. Pales- 
tinian security sources said. The ovemighr explosion of 
the “sophisticated” bomb took place in the Ain A1 Hllweh 
shantytown in the outskirts of the southern port city of 
Sidon, they said. The blast ripped the bomb-carrier’s body 
apart and destroyed a wall in the graveyard, the source 
said. A driving licence was found on the body in the narafc 
of Mohammad Kamel Abdallah. 28. a Palestinian refugee 
from Beirut’s eastern suburb of Dekwaneh. 

U-S. warship rescues crew of Iranian boat 

DUBAI (AFP) — A U.S. warship on Wednesday rescue* 
nine crewmen of an Iranian cargo boat which began tak' 
ing on water as it sailed from Qatar to the Iranian port 
Bushehr, the U.S. Navy said. A rescue team from the U 
ship Antietam boarded the boat, a traditional woe J 

dhow, after the flooding damaged the vessel’s engine 

contaminated its fuel supply, the Navy said in a stated 
mem. The crew were taken aboard the Antietam wheie: 
they were given food and clothing and were taken to t 
Qatari capital of Doha. The dhow was abandoned after 
tow line broke in rough seas, it said. The United Sta_„ 
and Iran each accuse the other of causing insecurity in th£ 
Gulf with their military presence. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 - - Cartoon 

14:30 Curiosity Show 

15:00 .N.B.A. Basketball 

17:00 - News Flash 

17:02 Out of This World 

18:00 French Programmes 

1930 News Headlines 

1935 — Parenthood 

20HM) .Cinema. Cinema 

2030 Babylon 5 (Science Fic- 
tion t 

21:10 Kung Fu-The Legend 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Feature Film: “Armed and 
Innocent” 

2339 .Taniaia 

PRAYER TIMES 

0539 Fajr 

06:17. (Sunrise) Duha 

1130 Dhuhr 

1435 --‘Asr 

1733 Maghreb 

18:40 4sha 

* 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, Tel. S 1 0740 i 
Assemblies of God Church Tel, 
6327S5. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Td. 637440. 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 66 1 757. 
Terra Sancts Church TeL 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


0930 

2030 


— Marta (l 

■ — Aqaba (i 


Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Ortliodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 
771751. 

Amman Internationa] Church 

Tel. S27126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S24328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 
654931 

Church of Nazarcnc Td. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
hi Amman TeL 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Td. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the £>c/wrr- 
ment of Meteorology 
It will be sunny to partly cloudy 
with moderate weather condi- 
tions prevailing during the day 
becoming cool at night and 
winds northwesterly to north- 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

MiniTMax. Temperatures 

Amman ,—02/15 

Aqaba .07/20 

Deserts .00/16 

Jordan Valley .07/20 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 


Amman 13. Aqaba 19 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 45 percent, 
Aqubu 34 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Jihad Sammour 765018 

Dr. Ghaleb Zawaideh — 73601 1 
Dr. Khaidoan Astbur ..699440 

Dr. BiaJAlSavjed 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Eerdcms pharmacy 778356 

A1 Ascma pharmacy .....637055 
A1 Sakun pharmacy — 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy >644945 

Shiueisani pharmacy ....657660 
Nahroukh pharmacy — 623672 

Najib pharmacy S47632 

IRBED: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Al Rub 
276852 

Al Quds pharma cv 1 — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Aknun Haddad 9S5550 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centra 6371 II 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade -.-.,6 17101 

Blood Bank —.........775121 


Highway Police .843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints .605800 

Price Complaints >661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Cafe .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reports .623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
66110! 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority .680100 

Jordan Bectridty Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Companv 

636381* 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, ...6442S1/6 
Akileh Matamlty, .... 64244 1/2 
Jabai Amman Maternity 

— 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisanl — 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital — 669131 


University Hospital — 845845 
Al-Mnasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

AFAhiL Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhqjraen 

.777101/3 

AJ-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674 155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery — 865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ebn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al HIkma Modern Hospital 

-(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basnra Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek CathoEc Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at=the Queen 


Alia ImemaiionaJ Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 — Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

07:35 - — -Sanaa (RJ > 

08:15 ......—Bombay (RJ) 

08:30 Muscat (RJ) 

09:15 Riyadh (RJ) 

09:45 -New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 - Beirut (RJ) 

10t30 .Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

- — London (RJ) 

16:40 — —Casablanca (RJ) 

17:40 Kuala Lumpur, Dubai 
(add) (RJ) 

JJI®. Athens (RJ) 

19:05 -.Abu Dhabi, Al 'Ain (RJ) 

19:15 -Moscow' (RJ) 

19: ^- Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 

!9:55 — Rome (RJ) 

Other Flights 

U :00 DoMQ,) 

hw Doha(GF) 

rf? -Riyadh CSV) 

M.10. —Shariqah (AH) 

!! Damascus (Q7) 

Dubai ,.EK) 

2 o!J? Beirut (ME) 

1,40 Tel Aviv (LY) 


01:30 Amsterdam (KLl HIJAZ RAILWAY 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09-.20. Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

09HK) ..._ — Moscow (RJ) 

11:00 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
lkte Anserdam. MontoaLTonmo |RJ) 

1E30 Rome (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJj 

12:15 — —London (RJ) 

12:20 Athens (RJ) 

^^30 — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

-Cairo ( RJ) 

20U) — .Lamaca (RJ) 

Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

-"T 00 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta 
(KJ) 

Other Flights 

????"- Istanbul (TK) 

W/-S5 BerniL London (BA) 

“ Beirut (ME) 

— -Damascus (Q 7 ) 

Abu Dhabi - Bahrain (GF) 

-Algiers (AH) 

— - fcyatfusv) 

— r -Doha (Q7) 

17.15 --Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

-Cairo (MS) 

.......Tel Aviv (LY) 

Jjjj:-” -Amsterdam (KL) 

R °y al Wings SvVOFT^tf’ 


Dep. Amman 8:00 am ev«y ’ . 
Monday ■ ■■;!#:.*• 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pm evo£ 
Monday 

Dep- Damascus 7 JO 
every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pan. evo# 
Sunday ^ 


Upper/lawxr price in fils . 

Apple 70Q/5& " 

Banana 55 QSS 0 :V 

Banana (imported ) .920/75® 

Cabbage .JOgfe U 

Carrot - 

Cauliflower. - v' 

Cucumber (large) _J 8 (K£ffi 

Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant - 180 ® 1 

Fava beans -880/55$ - 

Garlic n5®3SSt~. 

Grape fruit 17 9fl flt ( :i 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) ..... 25fi$!f ' 

Marrow (small) 1^330^) p 

Onion (green) ,20Qg& ;; 

Onion (dry) .200/8*5 _ * 

Orange — ^.57 

Pepper (hot) V 

pepper (sweet) g 

Radish 

String beans... 
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Home News 

princess Alia celebrates 
birthday today 

AMMAN; (Petra) — Today 
marks the birthday of HRH 
princess Alia Bint A1 Hus* 
sein. ■ 

Bom in .Amman on Feb. 

13, 1956, the Princess first 
studied at the Ahliyyah pri- 
vate school in Jordan 
before moving to complete 
her secondary school edu- 
cation in London. 

Princess Alia graduated at 
the top of her class with a 
degree in English from the 
University of Jordan in 
1971 

The Princess is president 
of the Pan-Arab Society for 
Arabian Horses and hon- 
orary chairperson of a num- 
ber of clubs and voluntary 
and charitable societies. 

Princess Alia has been 
continually involved in 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal 
Society for the Conservation 
of Nature (R5CN) seeks to 
strengthen cooperation with 
Saudi Arabia in the field of 
nature conservation and 
endangered species protec- 
tion and has made plans to 
discuss common goals with a 
visiting Saudi delegation due 
here on Friday. RSCN Direc- 
tor General KJiaJed Irani said 
Wednesday. 

The delegation from the 
Saudi National Society for 
the Conservation of Naiure is 
scheduled to debate the possi- 
bility of twinning wild life 
reserves in Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan. 

The two are also slated to 
draw up common plans for 
protecting wild species of 
plants and animals based on 
information gathered from 
research and studies conduct- 
ed by RSCN specialists. 

Ml Irani told the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, Chat the 
two' groups plan to confer 
over the prospect of estab- 
lishing joint wildlife reserves 
to protect species living 
around or dose to Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia's common bor-‘ 

dCTS. ■ 

■ The RSCN was ’established' J 
in 1966 to conduct activities 
dedicated to the conservation 
of - nature and natural 
resources. 

It is currently responsible 


for six wildlife reserves in the 
Kingdom: Azraq, Shaumari, 
Wadi Mujib, Zubiya. Dana 
and Wadi Rum. 

The Saudi delegation’s visit 
comes at the invitation of the 
RSCN which hopes to boost 
joint research and study pro- 
grammes and expand activi- 
ties in matters connected with 
wildlife preservation, Mr. 
Irani stated. 

It also promotes the multi- 
plication of various types of 
endangered species, he said, 
adding that the similarity in 
the two countries’ topography 
and geography will help them 
achieve success in their joint 
endeavours, he said. 

The RSCN previously pre- 
sented the Saudi society with 
several Arabian oryxes and 
received several ostriches 
from them, the latter of which 
are now being bred at Mujib 
Wildlife Reserve, located in 
the southern Karak gover- 
norate. 

The Saudi delegation will 
tour the RSCN’s various 
wildlife reserves to famil- 
iarise themselves with opera- 
tions and methods used to 
protect animals and plants, 
according to Mr. Irani. 

* The TSCN- Has ’‘succeeded 1 
in protecting and incredsing 
the number of wild animals 
ranging from the Arabian 
onyx and ibex to fallow deer 
and gazelles. 


House ratifies additional articles 
of draft companies law 


By Maria Bizri 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament 
Wednesday ratified 12 
more of the 292 articles of a 
draft companies law. 

During yesterday’s ses- 
sion, the House amended 
and ratified 1 2 articles .gov- 
erning the organisation, 
accounts and book-keeping 
procedures of public share 
holding companies. 

The ratified articles state 
that no dispersement of div- 
idends or return on invest- 
ments of public sharehold- 


ing companies can be made 
before 10% of their net 
annual profits are placed in 
an obligatory reserves 
account. 

The draft law also 
requires that public share- 
holding companies allocate 
at least 1% of their net 
annual profits towards 
research and development 
projects and vocational 
training. Furthermore, the 
draft law stipulates that Lhe 
allocated amount or part of 
it must be spent on the 
above-mentioned projects 
within three years of iis 
deduction, with the rest 


transferred to a special fund 
to be set up for research and 
development and vocation- 
al purposes. 

The draft law also stipu- 
lates that the board of direc- 
tors of public shareholding 
companies must establish 
by special order, a finan- 
cially and legal indepen- 
dent savings ftmd for their 
employees. 

The Lower House session 
was presided by Speaker of 
the House Sa’ad Hay el 
Srour and attended by a 
number of Cabinet mem- 
bers. 
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Government responds to 
JEA declaration 


PSD announces 92 persons 
arrested last month 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Pub- 
lic Security Department (PSD) 
Wednesday announced the 
arrest of 92 Jordanians and 
other Arabs last month in con- 
nection with drug trafficking, 
peddling, counterfeit currency 
and utilisation of false pass- 
ports. 

Director of the PSD Anti- 
Narcotics and Forgery Depart- 
ment, Colonel Nazih Shreideh 
stated that his office received a 
tip regarding a man suspected 
of selling heroin in a number 
of the Kingdom's gover- 
norates. 

He affirmed that the PSD 
succeeded in apprehending the 
suspect, who was reportedly 
attempting to sell two kilo- 
grammes of heroin. 

Col. Shreideh also 
announced the arrest of 85 
persons who. he said, pos- 
sessed 100 kilogrammes of 
hashish and 254 captagon drug 
pills. The suspects were duly 
referred to judicial authorities. 


'He said that additionally hi^ 
office apprehended two per- 
sons attempting to sell forged 
U.S. dollar;. Through investi- 
gations and interrogations, ihe 
police surmised that the two 
persons have already sold or 
laundered $55,000 in counter- 
feit currency through local 
banks. 

Col. Shreideh explained that 
the suspects created forged 
documents and identity cards 
to help facilitate sales. 

The department also appre- 
hended non-Jordanian .Arabs 
in possession of Jordanian 
passports which. Col. Shrei- 
deh confirmed, had been pro- 
cured through false documen- 
tation. 

He said that the four had 
been wanted by police for a 
long time in connection with 
drug trafficking and primarily 
attempted to smuggle drugs to 
their respective countries. 

Col. Shreideh maintained 
that drug traffickers unsuc- 


cessfully attempted to smug- 
gle their wares during week- 
ends and public holidays. 

Also Wednesday, the police 
reported the death of three Jor- 
danians in a road accident on 
Tuesday night on the Naqub- 
Aqaba highway. 

They were identified as 
Salem Mohammad Ajalin. 27. 
Mohammad Eid Ajalin. 29. 
and Mohammad Mifleh Farid. 
31. all from the Marigheh dis- 
trict in the Ma'an Gover- 
norate. 

The accident was anributed 
to the driver of a small car 
who apparently attempted to 
overtake the car ahead when 
his car collided head-on with 
an oncoming fuel Lruck travel- 
ling in the opposite direction. 

The police stated diar die 
collision resulted in the imme- 
diate death of the three per- 
sons in the small car which 
bore a Saudi Arabian licence 
plate. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Health centre to open in Mafraq 

■' oiii.tl.. I ■ ■■' 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health. AosEUaraineh Wednesday resolved to establish a heo^ft 
centre atDeir Al.QirtDeb.in the MafVaq governorate. 

Aviation delegation to arrive in Kingdom 

AMMAN (Petra) — An official Netherlands aviation delegation will arrive in the Kingdom Fri- 
day to hold talks with Jordanian aviation officials regarding bilateral cooperation in aerial fields. 
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Survey disproves ‘general impressions’ 
of living conditions in Jordan 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Recently 
published preliminary 
results of a survey con- 
ducted by the Department 
of Statistics in cooperation 
with the Oslo-based Insti- 
tute for Applied Social Sci- 
ence, FAFO. disproved 
several “general impres- 
sions'* regarding Jordanian 
society and shed light on 
living conditions in the 
Kingdom. 

Depicted as “veiy 
descriptive of what Jorda- 
nians’ Jiving conditions 
are really like" by Sociolo- 
gist Sabri Rbeihat and 
cited as “the first of its 
kind” by Director of the 
Household Section at the 
Department of Statistics 
Abdul Halim Kharabsheh, 
the survey covered over 

6.000 households and 

36.000 individuals 
throughout the Kingdom. 

A total of 900 households 
were surveyed from Irbid, 
Ajloun and Jerash, the 
Baiqa region and Madaba, 
Zarqa and Mafraq, and the 
southern districts of Karak. 
TafiJeh, Ma’an and Aqaba, 
while 1,500 households 
were surveyed in the 
Amman district. 

The questionnaire, pre- 
sented by a specially 
trained group of 50 female 
and 10 male experts, was 
composed of three sections 
focusing on "households,’’ 
“woftian and child.” and 
“individuals.” 

As some of the questions 
were related to family 
planning, reproducrivity 
Juid child health, “the 
employment of female 
interviewers was more 
appropriate ” Mr. Kharab- 
sheh explained. 

“The most astonishing 
information suggested by 


the survey is that living 
conditions of Jordanians 
are below the level we 
were aware of,” said Dr. 
Rbeihat, former consultant 
at Noor A1 Hussein Foun- 
dation and currently pro- 
fessor at Philadelphia Uni- 
versity. 

Figures from the 1994 
census indicated that about 
] 07,000 families — 
approximately 14.5 per 
cent of the country's total 
population — live below 
the poverty line, with a 
monthly income of less 
than JD 102, and 32,000 of 
these families live in abject 
definition with a monthly 
income totalling less than 
JD'60. 

Updating these figures, 
the recent survey indicated 
that 23.1 per cent of the 
families questioned 

receives an annual income 
of JD 1,800 to 2,900, while 
only 12 per cent of the 
families boasts an annuab? 
above JD 4.300, which 
breaks down to little more 
than JD 350 a month. 

While more than half of 
Jordanian families wit- 
nessed no improvement in 
their financial situation 
between 1994 and 1995, 
22.S percent conceded that 
their 1995 annual income 
was less than that of 1994. 

Notwithstanding these 
figures, 49 per cent of 
those interviewed judged 
themselves as "not rich bur 
with an acceptable finan- 
cial status.” 

Only one per cent of the 
families surveyed by the 
Department of Statistics 
teams stated they felt they 
were “from the rich class, 
while 53.8 per cent defined 
themselves as “neither rich 
nor poor.” 

Similarly, “while poor 
housing conditions for a 
large percentage of the 


population are quite appar- 
ent from the survey, many 
interviewees defined them 
as ’adequate’,” Dr. Rbeihat 
said. 

The survey included 
questions related to vari- 
ous variables descriptive 
of the household, such as 
the number of rooms for 
sleeping and the availabili- 
ty of independent kitchens 
as well as the type of ener- 
gy used for heating and che 
type of sewage sysrem. 

Queried as to whether or 
not they were satisfied 
with their housing condi- 
tions, more than 35 per 
cent of those interviewed 
declared themselves “very 
satisfied,” and more than 
47 per cent defined their 
housing conditions as 
“rather satisfactory.” 

That, notwithstanding 
the crude reality suggested 
by the figures, most of the 
people interviewed would 
not admit that their situa- 
tion is “below the stan- 
dards,” might be due to 
two factors. Dr. Rbeihat 
suggested. 

In some cases, “people 
might not even be aware of 
what 'adequate standards' 
are and, therefore might 
not be capable of compar- 
ing their actual situation 
with them and judging 
accordingly,” Dr. Rbeihat 
said. 

But in most cases, the 
reason for the gap between 
the family's actual finan- 
cial situation or living con- 
ditions and their percep- 
tion of same could lay on 
the group-oriented and 
non-individualist character 
of Jordanian society, he 
said. 

In Jordanian society, “the 
group is more important 
than the individual.” Dr. 
Rbeihat nored, “and some- 
times the imerviewees give 


the answer they know soci- 
ety expects from them.” 

Therefore, “reporting is 
indicative of what they 
perceive as the group’s 
expectations and data can 
be inflated or deflated, 
severely, threatening the 
survey's validity,” Dr. 
Rbeihat argued. 

Moreover, in other cases 
people might tend to 
answer “fashionably” that 
which they have repeatedly 
heard from somebody else, 
instead of objectively 
describing their situation, 
thus once again jeopardis- 
ing the validity of the sur- 
vey's data. 

Questions included in the 
survey ranged from 
employment status to 

smoking and other habits 
as well as opinions about 
the earliest suitable age of 
marriage for girls to- 
breasts feeding. 

Jointly with the intervie- 
wees* sensibility to group 
expectations, Dr. Rbeihair 
identified a lack of differ- 
entiation among the differ- 
ent types of communities 
as another of the survey’s 
limits. 

Though for each collect- 
ed datum the geographical 
distribution is specified, no 
reference is made in the 
tabulations to the different 
types of communities, he 

noted. 

“From Abdoun, (an afflu- 
ent residential area), to 
Jabal Nouzha (an impover- 
ished area), the Amman 
govemorare features more 
than 20 different social 
communities.” Dr. Rbeihat 
said. 

According to him, there 
were two main wide- 
spread “general impres- 
sions” disproved by the 
survey’s data. 

Contrary to a common 
belief of a high internal 


migration rate among Jor- 
danians. only 6.6 per cent 
of the households 
expressed the wish to 
move to another area. 

In light of the survey’s 
data, Jordanians seem to be 
pretty stationary people. 

Of those who wish to 
move to another area, 
approximately one quarter 
plan to do so within a 
year’s time, mainly for 
housing aspects deemed 
inadequate f60 per cent), 
low work opportunities 
{ 1 3.6 per cent), unsuitable 
social (14.6 per cent) or 
outdoor environments (4.9 
per cent). 

Discrepancies between 
facts and image also run 
deeply in the field of edu- 
cation. According to the 
survey, 7.7 per cent of the 
Kingdom's population 
holds a university degree. 

As official statistics stale 
that IS per cent of the col- 
lege-age population is 
actually enrolled in col- 
lege, this has led to the 
“general impression" that 
the number of graduates 
was higher. Dr. Rbeihat 
stated. 

Sponsored by the United 
Nations' Children Fund 
(UNICEF) and the Canadi- 
an International Develop- 
ment Research Centre 
(TDRC), the survey cost 
around JD 900,000, Mr. 
Kharabsheh told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The base-line report, 
based on data presented in 
the tabulations and pre- 
pared by a “local social 
scientist” whose name has 
not yet been disclosed, is 
due “in the next few 
months," he concluded. 


AMMAN | J.T.) — In 
response to public sector 
engineer threats to stage a 
strike on Feb. 22 for higher 
salary demands, the gov- 
ernment announced 
Wednesday that it has, 
indeed, fulfilled its com- 
mitments as stipulated in a 
“memorandum of under- 
standing” regarding salary 
raises and allowances. 

The government main- 
tained that it raised the 
engineers’ allowances from 
90‘ to 120 per cent. 

Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Abdul Hadi 
Majali asserted that not 
only did the government 
raise the level of the profes- 
sional allowance hut it also 
raised overtime allowances 
for engineers from 30 to 60 
per cent. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra, he 
said that the government - 


appointed ministerial com- 
mittee, entrusted with the 
issue, will hold a meeting 
with the Council of Profes- 
sional Association Presi- 
dents in order to study the 
issue and hear their views 
before submitting □ report 
to the Council of Ministers. 

Furthermore, the minister 
stated that the government 
has resolved to upgrade the 
status of those engineers 
who are paid daily by 
offering them contracts to 
work for public sector insti- 
tutions. 

In a statement to A I Dus- 
tour Arabic daily, published 
Wednesday, the Jordan 
Engineers Association 
(JEA) President Hosni Abu 
Ghaidu affirmed that public 
sector engineers will con- 
tinue with the strike on Feb. 

si 

Justifying this decision, 
he described the govern- 


ment's statement regarding 
allowances as “unclear" 
and faulted the administra- 
tion for not responding to 
all of the engineers’ 
demands. 

Mr. Abu Ghaidu stated 
that the JEA council will 
hold an extraordinary meet- 
ing to discuss the govern- 
ment's decision regarding 
allowances and will later 
convey their recommenda- 
tions to the JEA general 
assemblv. 

He described the JEA as 
willing to dialogue with the 
government. 

lb his remarks to Petra 

Mr. Majali called on pro- 
fessional organisations to 
remember that Jordan has 

limited financial resources 

and that the government 
was doing its utmost to 
improve the engineers' liv- 
ing conditions. 


Woman bums to death in possible 
crime of honour 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police are inves- 
tigating the death of a 3 1 -> ear- 
old woman who was Wednes- 
day burnt beyond recognition 
in her house in the Zaghatii 
neighbourhood in the district 
of Hashmi Shmali. 

The victim. Hiam Othman. 
was found b> Civil Defence 
Department iCDDj rescue 
uniLs at 1:30 a.m. after they 
extinguished a blare which 
ignited in her bedroom. 

"We are unable io determine 
the cause of the fire which w as 
confined to the woman’s 
room." a CDD official told the 
Jordan Times Wednesday. 

"There was electric equip- 
ment in the room, such as an 
iron, an electric heater and a 
television where the woman 
slept.” he added. "Everything 
was destroyed by the fire.” 

He confirmed that there was 
no kerosene heater in the 
room. 


An official source who 
requested anonymity Wednes- 
day said ilut there N a pi*ssi- 
hiliiy that the woman, who 
was divorced for some nine, 
might have been murdered. 

"Preliminary’ investigations 

point to the possibility of a 
crime of honour as the woman 
was divorced.” the official 
source said. 

According to the CDD offi- 
cial. an investigation commit- 
tee was fanned following the 
accident to determine the 
cause of the blare. 

In other accidents in the 
Kingdom. □ 27-year-old work- 
er was killed in TafiJeh altera 
wall collapsed on him. official 
reports said. 

The reports said that the vic- 
tim. Shahan Ahmad, an Egypt- 
ian national was working on a„ 
wall in the Manqoura area ■ 
when the. wall collapsed. .and 
the man was buried under 
bricks and stones. 

The victim was rushed to 
Prince Zeid Government Hos- 


pital where tie was declared 
dead on ai rival. 

In, Ramthj. a 22-year-old 
woman died oi suMocjrion 
while raking a shower at her 
home. CDD reports said. 

Nada Tharar was taking a 
shower in the bathroom with 
the gas heater on, reports s.ud. 

"The windows ot the bath- 
room were locked and the gas 
heater exhausted the available 
oxygen which caused the 
woman to suffocate.” a CDD 
official said. 

In Amman, two people also 
died ol suffocation in Kanet 
Salem, reports said. 

The bodies of Ali Moham- 
mad. 31. and Thamer Awjd. 
2S. were discovered by police 
in a small room. 

The report said iliaf ittc two 1 
men had gone . to deep with 
wood buying in a barrel. 

"Forensic examinations indi- 
cated that the two died of suf- 
focation.” the reports said. 


What’s 

Going 

On 


SALE/EXHIBITION 

* Bazaar and open house at 
Umm Al Qundum. Airport 
Rd.. exit to Arabian Horse 
Club, every Friday from 11 
a.m. — 5 p.m. 

EXHIBITION 

*Bani Hamida 

exhibition/sale of handicrafts 


(rugs, cushions, runners, and 
wall-hangings. Jabal Amman 
iTel. 65S696/7). until Feb. 38. 

* Works by contemporary 
Arab artists entitled "The 
New Collection" at Darai Al 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, (Tel. 
643251/2). until Feb. 27. 



ARAB BANK 

is pleased to announce the introduction of its 



(id 



uhUmSw 



at Arab Bank/ At Medina Al Munawara Street 



Tel / Fax: 847625, Mobile: 079 44260 - 079 44270 
P.O.Box: 720Tla’a Alali 11953 Amman-Jordan 
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4 World News 


Security forces kill extremists 


holed up in Algiers building 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Se- 
curity forces in central 
Algiers Wednesday raided a 
building where suspected 
Muslim extremists were 
holed up and killed several 
after a standoff of several 
hours, witnesses said. 

The operation began 
around 3:00 a.m. (0200 
GMT) when security forces 
surrounded the building and 
used rockets and grenades 
to try and flush out the sus- 
pects in 'he 14-storey build- 
ing. 

Witnesses said none of the 
suspects holed up in a fifth- 
floor apartment survived the 
attack. They added that 
there were no civilian casu- 


alties. 

“Some of the suspects 
tried to flee by attempting to 
break through a partition 
wall but they did not have 
any time." a witness said. 

The building is close to 
the headquarters of the 
General Union of Algerian 
Workers (UGTA), whose 
leader Abdelhak Benha- 
mouda was assassinated on 
Jan. 29. Mr. Benhamouda 
was killed in from of the 
building by five men who 
managed to flee on fooL 

In other developments 
Wednesday, a daily newspa- 
per reported that two 
schoolgirls had been kid- 
napped on their way to 


school in Ben Chicao near 
Medea, south of the Alger- 
ian capital. 

A1 Khabar said the girls 
were abducted Tuesday by 
“an armed group” — a 
phrase often used by the 
authorities to describe Is- 
lamic militants — and taken 
to a hideout. 

Soldiers mounted a search 
but found no trace of them. 

Armed groups have been 
active in Medea since the 
last week of the fasting 
month of Ramadan that 
ended Saturday in Algeria, 
forcing people in towns to 
set up defence units and vil- 
lagers in isolated areas to 
flee, A1 Khabar reported. 


The Holy Month of Ra- 
madan which ended at the 
weekend was the most vio- 
lent of the last five years 
with a string of car bomb- 
ings and massacres that left 
more than 350 people dead 
and hundreds more injured. 

The Muslim uprising in 
Algeria began after the mil- 
itary intervened in January 
1992 to cancel the second 
round' of elections the now- 
outlawed Islamic Salvation 
Front was poised to win. 

Since then, more than 
50,000 people have been 
killed, according to Western 
estimates. 


Blow to N. Korea as senior 


as 


official seeks asylum in south 


SEOUL lAFP) — A senior 
North Korean official Wed- 
nesday asked for asylum in 
the South Korean embassy 
in Beijing in the highest 
level defection from the iso- 
lated Stalinist state. 

Workers' Party Secretary 
Hwang Jang-Yop. 73. en- 
tered the embassy in the 
morning accompanied by 
an aide and asked for asy- 
lum, the South's Informa- 
tion Minister Oh In-Hwan 
said here. 

The defection was bound 
to be a severe embarrass- 
ment to the North, which is 
preparing to mark the 55th 
birthday Saturday of its 
uncrowned leader Kim 
Jong-11, son and heir of Kim 
Il-Sung. who died suddenly 
in 1994. analysts said. 

“We are now contacting 
Chinese authorities over 
this issue. It is a sign of col- 
lapse of the North Korean 
regime.” Mr. Oh told jour- 
nalists in a hastily-called 
briefing here. 

Mr. Hwang is described 
by North Korea experts as 
“a high ranking and influen- 
tial Figure and a political 
brain who had long helped 
Kim Il-Sung formulate his 
philosophy of self reliance 
(Juche)." 

Mr. Hwang and the aide 
bolted to the South Korean 
consulate while returning to 
Pyongyang through Beijing 
from a trip to Japan where 
he attended a seminar from 
Feb. 7-11, Mr. Oh said. 

An official at the embassy 
said: “We are now protect- 
ing them in our compound. 
We have also informed the 
Chinese government on this 
matter and are in negotia- 
tions with the Chinese gov- 
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most recent North 
directories list Mr. 


Hwang's titles as secretary 


jthe secretariat of the 
Workers Party in charge of 
international affairs and 
chairman of the Foreign 
Afljairs Committee of die 
Supreme People's Assem- 
bly! 

“jjwang Jang-Yop accom- 
panied by an aide. Kim 
Doft-Hong, arrived at our 
consular office in Beijing 
and requested asylum. He 
said he wanted to defect to 
our country," Yoo Kwang- 
Suk, the Foreign Ministry's 
Asian and Pacific affairs 
director told AFP. 

“We informed the Chinese 
authorities of this incident 
and we are going to handle 
this matter through diplo- 
matic channels,” the direc- 
tor said. 

North Korea is currently 
suffering dire food and eco- 
nomic problems, and most 
analysts say they think, the 
junior Kim will* formally 
take power sometime after 
July this year, the third an- 
niversary of the elder Kim's 
death. 

In Seoul, South Korean 
Foreign Minister Yoo Jong- 
Ha cancelled a scheduled 
trip to ASEM (Asia- 
European meeting) in 
Singapore to take part in a 
top-level meeting of gov- 
ernment officials to discuss 
the defection, foreign min- 
istry officials said. 

The officials said Seoul 
planned to send a high level 
delegation to Beijing, where 
South Korean Ambassador 
Chong Jung-Wook told 
Korean reporters that Mr. 


Hwang had reconfirmed 
that his request for asylum 
was “of his own will." 

The ambassador was quo- 
ted by a Yonhap reporter in 
Beijing as saying “this is a 
very sensitive issue. We will 
do our best to realise his de- 
fection." 

Mr. Kim Dok-Hong, was 
described by the ambas- 
sador as a North Korean 
state-owned company chief. 

In Seoul both the ruling 
New Korea Party (NKP) 
and main opposition parties 
welcomed the asylum bid. 
The opposition National 
Congress for New Politics 
{NCNP) called it “a signifi- 
cant arid grave incident 
which signals the start of 
the collapse in North Ko- 
rea.” 

The opposition party also 
said Mr. Hwang was known 
as a leading figure “who 
had confronted hard liners 
in North Korea." 

“His defection would 
seem to signal a victory for 
hardliners, so we would ask 
the government to be cau- 
tious and prudent in han- 
dling this issue," the NCNP 
statement warned. 

Beijing, Pyongyang’s clo- 
sest political ally whose sol- 
diers fought alongside 
North Koreans in the devas- 
tating 1950-53 Korean War. 
maintains a careful equidis- 
tant policy towards Pyong- 
yang and Seoul. 

Officials and independent 
observers have confirmed 
that Chinese border guards 
routinely send border cres- 
sets back to North Korea, 
although some defectors 
have been allowed out of 
China. 


Mass trials and executions 


follow Muslim riots in China 


BEIJING i AFP) — China has exacted swift 
and bloody retribution on the instigators of 
violent riots in Xinjiang, executing around 
1 00 Muslim separatists after summary tri- 
als. residents said Wednesday. 

More than 1 ,000 protestors were arrested 
during and after two days of bloody clashes 
between ethnic Uighur Muslims and Han 
Chinese on Feb. 5 and 6. in the frontier 
town of Yining which left 10 dead and sev- 
eral dozen injured, officials said. 

Han Chinese account for 37 per cent of 
the population in Xinjiang — China's only 
Muslim majority region. 

"The trials began on , the sixth and six 
ringleaders were executed the same day," 
said one non-Han resident in Yining. 

Another local source, citing police offi- 
cials. confirmed that the executions had 
already begun in earnest. 

"Friends working in the Public Security 
Bureau told me that trials have been taking 
place every day on the outskirts of the town, 
and that around 100 leaders have already 
been executed," he said. 

A police spokesman in Yining not only 
refused to confirm the executions, but also 
denied that the riots had even taken place. 

"Nothing happened here last week." he 
said. 

The reports of mass executions were 
backed up by exilecj Uighur separatist 
groups operating in neighbouring Kaza- 
khstan. whose border is just 50 kilometres 
north of Yining. 

A spokesman for the United Revolu- 
tionary National Front (URNF) in the Ka- 
zakh capital, Almaty, said Tuesday that 30 
Uighur activists had been executed in pub- 
lic on Feb. 7 in Yining. 

While the local Yining media has avoided 
any mention of the executions, residents 
said coverage of last week’s riots had been 
dominated by calls for the public to “close 
ranks" against the splittists, and “oppose all 
counter-revolutionary activities." 

According to unconfirmed reports, mili- 


tant activists battling for an independent 
Uighur state met in Yining suburbs last 
week to plan a large-scale demonstration 
for Feb. 9 — the last day of the Muslim fes- 
tival of Ramadan. 

“But the police were tipped off and arrest- 
ed most of the activists, including some 
who had come from other places in 
Xinjiang like Kashgar." a non-Muslim resi- 
dent said, adding the six executed Thursday 
were part of the militant group. 

The activists who managed to escape the 
police raid have now become the target of 
an intensive manhunt, which has already 
led to the closure of Yining Airport and 
roadblocks on all the town's access routes. 

An airport official said normal flights 
should be resumed Friday. 

In Yining, armed members of the paramil- 
itary People’s Armed Police (PAP) were 
still patrolling the streets and enforcing a 
midnight to 7:00 a.m. curfew imposed 
immediately after the riots. 

“Han Chinese don’t dare go out after 
dark, as some who tried were killed in the 
days after the violence," said a young 
Chinese hotel staffer. 

“Before this happened, 1 never had any 
qualms about going out in the evenings, but 
now 1 stay at home,” she said. 

Buses and taxis were back on the streets 
Wednesday, while shops and restaurants 
that had pulled down their shutters during 
the riots were given the green light to open 
up again. 

According to the URNF in Kazakhstan, 
separate protests took place last week in the 
capital of Xinjiang. Urumqi. and the city of 
Khotan in the south. 

That report was officially denied by die 
Xinjiang regional government, as well as 
Khotan residents reached by phone. 

The rioting in Yining was the most violent 
reported ethnic outburst in Xinjiang since 
Communist China regained control of the 
region following chaos during its civil war 
against the nationalists in the 1940s. 


Maskhadov 


inaugurated 
as Chechen 


president 


GROZNY. Russia I AFP) 
— Separatist leader Aslan 
Maskhadov was inaugurat- 
ed as Cbechenya’s presi- 
dent in Grozny Wednesday, 
swearing to continue the ti- 
ny Muslim republic's drive 
for independence from 
Russia. 

“I swear to reinforce the 
independence of the Che- 
chen state, to respect the 
constitution and the laws 
and to defend the rights of 
all citizens." he said in his 
oath, which was taken on 
the Koran. 

Mr. Maskhadov, who 
commanded the Chechen 
forces in their 2 1 -month 
war to drive out Russian 
troops sent to restore Mos- 
cow's rule, said he was de- 
fending “the right of the 
Chechens who have fought 
for their freedom for the 
past 300 years." 

His swearing-in at a has- 
tily refurbished town hall 
in the south of Grozny 
brought loud cheers of “Al- 
lah Akbar” (God is great- 
est) from the approximate- 
ly 500 guests. 

Also attending was Rus- 
sian Security Council Sec- 
retary Ivan Rybkin, and his 
predecessor Alexander Le- 
bed, who negotiated the 
peace accord ending the 
war last August, but was 
then sacked by President 
Boris Yeltsin. 

There were no high-rank- 
ing foreign representatives at 
the inauguration following 
warnings from Moscow 
against anything that might 
be seen as recognition of 
Chechen independence. 

Moscow has already war- 
ned that any country which 
extends diplomatic recog- 
nition will lose its diplo- 
matic ties to Russia. 

Outside, about 1,000 
Chechen fighters swore their 
loyalty to Mr. Maskhadov, 
then fired a thunderous vol- 
ley of automatic weapons 
fire in the air for about 10 
minutes, the traditional Che- 
chen way to celebrate. 

A large crowd of onlook- 
ers waited in the street and 
the trees were full of peo- 
ple trying to catch a better 
vantage point. Fighters 
stood guard on the roofs 
around the town hall. 

Mr. Maskhadov was 
elected on Jan. 27 in the 
first elections since the end 
of the war and the pull-out 
of all Russian troops. 

Under the peace accord 
negotiated by Gen. Lebed 
and Mr. Maskhadov, up to 
five years have been set 
aside for defining Che- 
chenya's political status. 

Meanwhile, Moscow in- 
sists the republic remains 
part of Russia, while the 
Chechens, who first 
delared independence in 
1991, say they are already 
a sovereign state. 

Mr. Maskhadov faces 
tough negotiations, particu- 
larly as Moscow has linked 
desperately needed financial 
aid to the issue of Chechen- 
ya remaining part of Russia. 

In an emotional speech, 
Mr. Maskhadov referred to 
Chechenya’s long history of 
uprisings against Russian 
rule and the Soviets’ depor- 
tation of every Chechen to 
Central Asia from 1944 to 
1958, in which almost a third 
of the population died. 
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Supporters of the Zajedno (Together) Coalition wait for the beginning of opposition rally in the centre of Bel grade 
Tuesday. Some 60,000 Belgraders gathered at the main city square after the Serbian parliament passed a special 
law reinstating in principle opposition victories in local elections last November (Renter photo) 


Serb opposition sceptical, signals more protests 


BELGRADE <R) — Ser- 
bian opposition won a grati- 
fying victory Tuesday when 
the parliament reinstated its 
local election victories but. 
sceptical of President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic's good- 
will. signalled more pro- 
tests. 

“The adoption of the bill 
has solved one problem — 
of the election theft. How- 
ever, these 85 days have 
showed that there are many 
other problems left,” Zoran 
Djindjic, one of the three 
opposition Zajedno (Toge- 
ther) Coalition leaders, told 
Reuters 

“The citizens are dissatis- 
fied with many things — 
economic poverty, bad me- 
dia. bad policy, the arrogant 
attitude of the authorities — 
which can be solved only by 
fundamental reforms. 

“If the refomjs do not 
come quickly, and I am 
thinking in terms of days. I 
think this process will not 
only continue but will even 
expand.” he said. 

This would be bad news 
for Mr. Milosevic who. fac- 
ing economic disaster at 
■home, ruined 'crtjdibility 
abroad and. pressure from, 
the West, hoped -to end the 
paralysing and potentially 
volatile street protests with 


the parliament action. 

A special law passed by 
the Serbian parliament rein- 
states opposition election 
victories in Serbia’s 14 big- 
gest cities, including Bel- 
grade. 

The ruling Socialists had 
annulled the victories on 
grounds of unspecified "ir- 
regularities” — a move that 
prompted an international 
outcry and three months of 
massive protests. 

The huge demonstrations 
opened up cracks in the left- 
ist monolith which had 
ruled Serbia for 52 years. 

Mr. Milosevic, facing the 
biggest challenge in his 10 
years in power and rifts 
within his party and the 
police over whether to use 
force, asked the Socialist- 
dominated parliament to 
approve a bill recognising 
the opposition victories. 

The Serbian deputies 
voted 128 in favour of the 
bill with three abstentions. 
Zajedno did not attend die 
session and ultra-national- 
ists walked out before the 
vote after obstructing the 
passage of the bill for hours. 

The Serbian parliament 
also approved anew cabinet , 
in line with Mr. Milosevic's 
promise of quick reforms 
but opposition leaders dis- 


missed the shuffle as cos- 
metic. 

A deputy prime minister 
and six other ministers were 
ousted. Among key changes 
was the appointment of Mi- 
lan Beko to head a new min- 
istry that will begin the pri- 
vatisation of the huge, fi- 
nancially ailing state sector 
of the economy. 

Radmila Milentijevic. a 
hard-line Milosevic loyalist, 
was appointed to the Infor- 
mation Ministry and imme- 
diately said the majority of 
students were not protesting 
in the streets. 

For the past 12 weeks tens 
of thousands of students 
have protested against the 
elections fraud. 

Judging by the protesters' 
reaction to the cabinet shuf- 
fle or the passage of the bill, 
it is unlikely they would 
cease venting their anger at 
the authorities, biased state 
media and the deteriorating 
economic situation. 

‘The Socialists are just 
buying time until the Re- 
publican and presidential 
elections. As far as we are 
concerned,, the opposition 
will have the necessary 


of Serbia decided to steal 
our votes and spat in the 
face of all people in Serbia,” 
Vesna Pesic, told 60.000 
supporters in Belgrade 
Tuesday evening. 

"The regime is lerminaljy, 
ill but we still face a I wig 
uphill struggle. We wttiif 
full media freedom but FIS' 
afraid we shall be seeing 
each other for quite some 
time to achieve that,” the 
Nobel Peace Prize nominee 
said. 

Ms. Pesic is one of three 
peace activists from former 
Yugoslavia to be nominated 
for the Nobel Prize by the 
International Peace Bureau. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright issued a 
personal appeal to Mr. Mi- 
losevic. urging him to en- 
sure the election results 
were reinstated and open a 
dialogue with his oppo- 
nents. 

In what could be an alarm- 
ing signal of the new gov- 
ernment policy line. Mr. 
Milentijevic in turn accused 
the United States and Ger- 
many of meddling in Ser- 
..bias inrema] affairs: 

“The influence by the " 




means .to kpep. fighting .on,” , ^United Stqtes and Germany 
said Ranko Funjga, a 33- in Serbia's internal affairs is 


year old Belgrade citizen. 
“On Nov. 18 the president 


big and that is not such a 
good thing.” 


Albania gets Vlore police chief after unrest 


VLORE. Albania (AFP) — 
The Albanian authorities 
have sacked VIore's police 
chief after a week-long ram- 
page in the southern port 
which left three dead, 
sources at police headquar- 
ters said Wednesday. 

News of his dismissal 
emerged as several hundred 
people demonstrated out- 
side VIore's police station, 
with some shouting threats 
to set fire to the premises 
and others urging calm. 

The crowd* later moved 


the 


without incident to 
town's central square. 

Vlore has been the hardest 
hit of several Albanian ci- 
ties rocked by protests that 
followed the collapse of 
high-risk Pyramid invest- 
ment schemes. 

As well as the deaths in 
Vlore. 150 people had been 
injured. 

The government veered 
away at the last minute 
Tuesday from declaring a 
state of emergency in the 
town. 


Outgoing Police Chief Fo- 
kol Mulosmanj was widely 
loathed in Vlore. a centre 
for smuggled goods from 
Italy that has a long history 
of hostility to the central 
authorities. 

Inside the police head- 
quarters, officers who had 
discarded their uniforms 
told AFP the replacement 
was Echem Kurci, 47, from 
the neighbouring town of 
fier. 

Demonstrations have sha- 
ken Albania following the 


collapse of Pyramid invest- 
ment schemes in which 
hundreds of thousands of 
Albanians had put their life 
savings. 

Amid accusation of gov- 
ernment collusion, the op- 
position Socialist Party has 
called for early elections. . £ 

The tension in Albania has * 
prompted Greece to step up 
border patrols to prevent il- 
legal entry by Albanians 
fleeing the trouble and po- 
verty in their own country. 




Indian tribal guerrillas massacre 18 villagers 


GUWAHATI, India (AFP) 
— Tribal separatist guerril- 
las gunned down 18 villa- 
gers after raiding an isolated 
hamlet in the north-eastern 
Indian state of Tripura, 
police said Wednesday. 

Some 15 attackers set 
alight some 40 houses at Ja- 
harul-Bachai village over- 
night Tuesday and opened 
fire with automatic weapons 
as the terrified villagers ran 
for cover, police officials 

said. 

Sixteen people were killed 
instantly. Two other villa- 
gers died on their way to ho- 
. spiral. Jaharul-Bachai lies 


wounded included women 
and children. An officer said 
over the telephone that the 
victims were non-tribal 
Bengalis. 

The Press Trust of India 
( PTI ) said a 50-year-old 
man lost his wife, two sons, 
two daughters and two 
grandchildren to the mili- 
tants. Some 200 villagers 
fled their homes after the 


',25 kilometres southeast of 


Agartala. the capital of Tri- 
pura. a small state of three 
' million people. 

Twenty other people were 
injured in the attack, some 
seriously. The dead and 


massacre. 

It was the worst massacre 
in Tripura, which borders 
Bangladesh, since tribal mi- 
litants gunned down 25 vil- 
lagers after setting their 
houses on fire on Dec. 13. 

The killings coincided 
with a visit to Tripura by In- 
dian Home Minister Indrajit 
Gupta, who promised to 
send more federal troops to 
battle the rebels. 

‘The government should 


take immediate measures to 
curb insurgency," Mr. Gup- 
ta said. 

The minister also said 
India had urged Bangla- 
desh, Burma and Bhutan not 
to give sanctuary to guerril- 
las waging ethnic and sepa- 
ratist wars in the country's 
rugged northeastern region. 

“Their response is very 
positive,” he said. “Our first 
priority is to solve the prob- 
lem of militancy." 

The United News of India 
(UNT) said police and para- 
military reinforcements 
were rushed to the massacre 
site to launch a massive 
hunt for the killers, who are 
known to take shelter in 

neighbouring Bangladesh. 

No one has claimed res- 
ponsibility for the attack. 

The Dec. 13 massacre was 
blamed on the outlawed All 


Tripura Tiger Force 
(ATTF). one of a dozen 
groups waging a secession- 
ist campaign which has 
claimed about 1,000 lives in 
the state. 

The tribal militants also 
want non-tribals to quit 
tripura. 

Tuesday’s mayhem took 
place despite a combing 
operation launched by In- 
dian security forces in tripu- 
ra on jan. 27 after the state's 
Communist government' 
warned the rebels to surren- 
der or face retaliatory 
action. 

Since the government ulti- 
matum, 140 tribal militants 
have surrendered to the au- 
thorities with arms and am- 
munition. But none of the 
three major groups in Tri- 
pura have agreed to a cease- 
fire. 


: — - — muncu oq m e outlawed All fire. 

Albright’s Czech cousin puzzled at neglect 

^GUS (AFP) - A Czech cousin o f U.S. Secretary of separaied when Mr ... ... .. 


PRAGUE (AFP) — A Czech cousin of U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright, who grew up with her durin« 
World War II said Wednesday she could not understand 
whv her relative is now isnorins her 


worm war ii iiuu wcyiicsuuy sne couia n< 
why her relative is now ignoring her. 

"It doesn't interest her. 1 don't know why, it’s a mystery." 
Dagmar Simova told the Czech News Agency (CTK). 

Ms. Simova. 68. used to work for CTK. She and her 
Czech husband Vladimir live outside Prague. 

Me Alhriohr was bom inrn n 


and 1 would — «b other' 

With rha fV.i i 


,zecn nusoana viaaimir live outside Prague. ^ J V 

Ms. Albright was bom into a Jewish family in 1937 in With^hfflir , ^ 

Prague. Her father Josef Koerbel, a diplomat who convert- AlCh. J ? communism in Czechoslovakia Mrs 

Dagmar, whose parents died in a Nazi concenirarinrt iruv» . . 


to escape the Nazis. 

Dagmar, whose parents died in a Nazi concentration In 1993 *,u . . 

SPCn ‘ thCW ™ b “‘ «“» 

At the end of die war the Kperbels returned to Prague but She handed a letter to 

Dagmar «d M-, — AtoHgh, wa, then ca.led - w™ S^/er ^ but^'n^ow 
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Zairean rebels capture 
key town and press on 





Over 1.000 newly graduated rebels with the Democratic Alliance for the Liberation of Con go -Zaire march through 
the streets of Bukavu Tuesday on their way to a rally held by leader Laurent Kabila. The rebels continue to make 
gains against the demoralised Zairean army on several fronts (Reuter photo) 


BUKAVU (Rj — Rebej lea- 
der. Laurent Kabila said 
Wednesday his forces had 
captured the northeastern 
. town of Isiro after heavy 
fighting and were moving 
towards Buta. 450 kilome- 
tres east of Gbadolite, the 
Jungle palace of Zaire’s ail- 
ing President Mobutu Sese 
Seko. 

Mr. Kabila, head of the 
Alliance of Democratic For- 
ces for the Liberation of 
Con go-Zairc* (ADFL), said 
Isiro fell late Tuesday to a 
multi-pronged rebel ad- 
vance against one of Af- 
rica’s most notoriously ill- 
disciplined armies. 

ADFL officials said the 
rebels had also assumed 
control of Isiro Airstrip and 
consolidated positions out- 
side the town. 

Mr. Kabila said govern- 
ment troops and foreign 
mercenaries had retreated to 
Buta. the next stop on the 
road towards Mr. Mobutu's 
multi-million-dollar resi- 
dence. 

In the capital Kinshasa, a 
senior government defence 


official said the rebels had 
captured the town of Baf- 
wasende in eastern Zaire 
and described Isiro as under 
serious threat. Mr. Kabila 
told Reuters his forces took 
Bafwasende Sunday. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of Isiro ‘s fall 
although aid workers in Bu- 
kavu reported fighting on 
several fronts between the 
rebels and Zaire's ragged 
army. 

Isiro. a connecting poim to 
Uganda, Sudan and the 
Central African Republic, 
was a strategic base for the 
government’s troops and 
mercenaries. 

“Our forces are now 0 in 
complete control of Isiro. 
The town was taken late on 
Tuesday,” Mr. Kabila said. 
ADFL officials said Mr. 
Kabila’s units were Wed- 
nesday conducting mop-up 
operations in Isiro and had 
completely seized its air- 
strip. 

Asked earlier Wednesday 
about his reaction to a pro- 
posal by European Union 
(EUI special envoy AJdo 


Ajello for a regional heads 
of state summit on the Zaire 
crisis. Mr. Kabila said any 
such meeting would be use- 
less without the participa- 
tion of himself and his 
group. 

Mr. Kabila said no one 
had so far solicited his 
views on how to resolve the 
conflict in Africa’s second 
largest country, yet his al- 
liance was the major player. 

“We are pan of the Zaire 
game, yet no one bothers to 
invite us to regional meet- 
ings on Zaire. We welcome 
any efforts towards resolv- 
ing the Zaire problem but 
not inviting us to such a 
meeting does not and cannot 
solve the country's prob- 
lems.” he said. 

Earlier Tuesday. Mr. Kabi- 
la told 1.200 newly-trained 
troops that Mr. Mobutu was 
so panic-stricken by the 
lightning rebel advance that 
he now spent his nights in 
Bangui, capital of the Cent- 
ral African Republic, 275 
kilometres from Gbadolite. 

“Our advance has caused 
a lot of panic in the govern- 


ment. The panic is so much 
that Mr. Mobutu now sleeps 
in Bangui and only comes to 
Gbadolite in the morning," 
Mr. Kabila told thousands 
of excited Bukavu residents 
who watched the rebels’ 
parade. 

“We intend to make life 
impossible for Mobutu. We 
will deal with him once and 
for all,” he told chanting 
residents. 

Mr. Kabila said up to 
1 5,000 new' rebels were trai- 
ning in Bukavu and urged 
parents to encourage their 
sons to join the rebels. : 

Mr. Kabila said govern- 
ment forces backed by war- 
planes and Russian-bbilt 
Mi-24 (Hind) helicopters 
had bombarded rebel posi- 
tions around the town of Lu- 
butu, a gateway to the city 
of Kisangani. 

Kisangani, Zaire’s third 
largest city, is the main base 
for government forces seek- 
ing to reverse Mr. Kabila’s 
stunning battlefield victo- 
ries in the last four months. 

Aid officials in Bukavu 
said some 1.200 Zaireans 


including 300 soldiers from 
the mining town of Kalemie 
had reached neighbouring 
Zambia's port town of Mpu- 
lungu via Lake Tanganyika 
late Tuesday. 

They said the Zaireans, 
many diseased and in bad 
shape, fled Kalemie alter it 
fell to Mr. Kabila's forces 
almost two weeks ago. They 
spent a couple of days on 


the lake after their three 
barges ran out of fuel before 
Zambian authorities came to 
their rescue. 

Mr. Kabila says he has 
seized a border strip about 
1.400 kilometres long since 
the revolt began in October. 

In Kisangani, headquarters 
of the counter-offensive 
launched by the amn on Jan. 
20. relief officials said more 


and more trapped Rwandan 
Hutu refugees were arriving 
near the village ol'Tingi Tingi 
200 kilometres. 

Brenda Barton, spokes- 
woman for the U.N. World 
Food Programme in Kisan- 
gani. said thousands were 
arriving at Tingi Tingi from 
Amisi where the rebels cap- 
tured a refugee camp and 
airstrip last week. 


Tingi Tingi alreadv hosts 
one camp of 1 20.01 Kl refu- 
gees and the new arrivals 
were forming a second 
makeshift one of 35.000. 

The Hutu refugees fled 
tearing reprisals following 
the IW gem vide by hard- 
line Hutus of minority Tuisis 
in Rwanda. l : p to “iHi.lKUl 
refugees returned home u» 
Rwanda in December. 


Kremlin says NATO has covert ‘anti-Moscow 9 policy 


MOSCOW (R) — The Kremlin accused North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) and its Secretary-General 
Javier Solana Wednesday of pursuing a covert anti-Moscow 
policy, Interfax News Agency said. 

The comments, by President Boris Yeltsin’s press secre- 
tary. Sergei Yastrzhembsky, took Moscow’s opposition to 
the Western alliance's plans to expand eastwards to a new 
level of ferocity. 

Mr. Yastrzhembsky singled out a tour Mr. Solana is mak- 
ing of former Soviet republics for attack. He said Moscow, 
which is seeking closer integration with the newly indepen- 
dent states, believed Mr. Solana had “an undeclared, 
behind-the-scenes” aim. 

“The West as a whole, and the leadership of NATO in par- 
ticular. is opposed to any form of integration betw'een the 
newly independent states — the republics of the former 
USSR,” Interfax quoted Mr. Yastrzhembsky as saying. 

Interfax added: “Having called such- a line an anti- 
Moscow one, the press secretary noted that Jt was perceived 
by Russia no doubt without sympathy; but with concern.” 

Mr. Solana has been touring former Soviet republics this 


week to explain NATO's enlargement plans. 

His trip has angered the Kremlin, which apparently 
regards it as a NATO challenge to Russia’s hopes of devel- 
oping ties in the region — one of Moscow's most impor- 
tant foreign policy goals. 

Russia and NATO are locked in an increasingly bitter row 
over the alliance's plans to offer membership to some for- 
mer Warsaw Pact states. 

Russia says this would jeopardise its Security and weaken 
Mr. Yeltsin's position. Officials in the Kremlin and the gov- 
ernment have hit out against the NATO's plans in the past 
24 hours. 

“There are no grounds to say that the positions have start- 
ed to become closer,” Mr. Yastrzhembsky said, adding that 
the “ball is in NATO’s court." 

Mr. Yastrzhembsky reiterated Moscow’s support for a 
proposal by French President Jacques Chirac to .discuss 
Russia’s concerns at a meeting of the leaders of Russia. 
France, Britain the United Stares and Germany. Washington 
has responded coolly to the idea. 


2 killed, 9 wounded in Ethiopia hotel blast 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — 
Two people were killed and 
nine wounded — including 
four foreign tourists — in a 
grenade blast at a hotel in an 
ancient Ethiopian walled 
city, official sources said. 

The sources said the gre- 
nade was lobbed into a hotel 
and exploded in the eastern 
city of Harar Monday night. 

The two dead were not 
identified but the sources 
said the wounded included 
two British women, a 
French woman and a Ger- 
man man who were tourists 
visiting the ancient walled 
eastern city. 

One of the two British 
tourists was critically woun- 
ded and was flown Tuesday 
to the Black Lion Hospital 
in the Ethiopian capital 
where she was being treated 
in the intensive care unit. 


the sources said. 

An official source said the 
other Briton was treated at 
the British embassy clinic in 
Addis Ababa and then re- 
leased. 

But a British diplomat 
said embassy staff were 
with the two British wound- 
ed at the Black Lion Hos- 
pital and would seek the ad- 
vice of doctors as to whe- 
ther they should stay there 
or be flown to London. 

There were no other de- 
tails immediately available 
on the condition of the other 
seven wounded. Police in a 
statement in Addis Ababa 
said they were searching for 
the attackers. 

Ethiopian authorities last 
year blamed Muslim funda- 
mentalist “terrorists” for a 
series of bomb attacks in the 
east and the capital and sent 


troops in August on a two- 
day incursion into western 
Somalia to destroy several 
bases and training camps. 

Unidentified gunmen shot 
and wounded Ethiopian 
Transport and Communica- 
tions Minister Abdul Majid 
Hussein, who is of Somali 
ethnic origin and from the 
east, in July last year in Ad- 
dis Ababa. 

The Ethiopian govern- 
ment vowed to send its for- 
ces back into Somalia, 
which has had no central 
government since the over- 
throw of dictator, should it 
be necessary to stop the 
attacks in its territory. 

The Somali Muslim fun- 
damentalist A 1 Ittihad A! Is- 
lami (Islamic Union) move- 
ment said Ethiopian troops 
backed by tanks invaded 
western Somalia again in 


September and December to 
hit its bases. 

It declared a “jihad" (holy 
war) against Addis Ababa 
and said its forces would hit 
back both in Ethiopia and 
Somalia. 

A total of J5 people were 
killed in May 1995 when 
attackers tossed a hand gre- 
nade into a bustling market 
in the town of Dire Dawa, 
which is also in the eastern 
region of Harraghe. 

Six other people were 
killed in 1995 in a bomb 
blast at the Ghion Hotel, 
one of the largest govern- 
ment-owned hotels in Addis 
Ababa. 

A bomb killed one person 
and wounded a total of II 
others at the Wabe Shebelle 
Hotel in Addis Ababa in 
August last year. 


Sri Lanka appeals for calm after killing of MP 


COLOMBO (R) — The Sri 
Lankan government Wed- 
nesday appealed for calm 
after a lawmaker from the 
ruling coalition was shot 
and killed on the eve of the 
deadline for nominating 
candidates to next month's 
key local elections. 

“1 appeal to all sections of 
the community not to be 
disturbed by this incident 
and to make every effort to 
have a peaceful poll.” Me- 
dia Minister Dharmasiri Se- 
nanavake said. 

“This is the beginning of a 
plot to destroy government 
efforts to have a peaceful 
election," he said in a state- 


ment. 

On Tuesday, unknown 
gun-men shot and killed 
lawmaker Nalanda Ellawa- 
la. 29. of the People's Al- 
liance, when he and his sup- 
porters got embroiled in a 
roadside quarrel with rival 
supporters of the opposition 
United National Party 
(UNP). police said. 

The clash occurred at Ku- 
ruwita, 80 kilometres south 
of Colombo. 

The assailants also killed 
the guard of another ruling 
coalition legislator and in- 
jured five others, police 
said. 

Police said no arrests had 


been made. Kuruwita police 
said they were trying to 
question supporters of the 
UNP who were ai the scene 
of the shooting, but dec- 
lined to identify them. 

Police declared a curfew 
in Kuruwita overnight after 
unidentified people set fire 
to shops and homes of UNP 
supporters. Police said the 
night curfew could be reim- 
posed in the area Wednes- 
day. which was reported to 
be tense but calm. 

In Tuesday's incident, 
groups of party supporters 
were on the road canvassing 
the predominantly fanning 
area ahead of the polls, tert- 


tatively scheduled for 
March 27. 

The polls are President 
Chandnka Kumaratunga's 
first political test since 1994 
when her People's Alliance 
toppled the UNP from 17 
years in power after win- 
ning general and presiden- 
tial elections. 

In a brief statement to a Sri 
Lankan daily Wednesday, 
UNP leader Ranil Wickrema- 
singhe expressed grief over 
EJIawaJa's killing. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga has re- 
peatedly called for a peace- 
ful election campaign and 
stressed that no election 
abuses would be tolerated. 


Custody law change proposed after Simpson verdict 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
day after a civil trial jury 
ordered O.I. Simpson to pay 
$25 million punitive dam- 
ages in the death of his ex- 
wife and her friend, a wo- 
men’s rights advocate Tues- 
day proposed legislation 
aimed at taking his children 
away from him. 

'The law' has allowed two 
tittle children to be handed 
over to a man whom a jury 
has now found is a killer 
and who is legally responsi- 
ble for leaving them moth- 
erless,” attorney Gloria 
Allred told reporters. 


Ms. Allred, who formerly 
represented the parents of 
Simpson's ex-wife Nicole 
Brown Simpson, announced 
that a bill will be introduced 
in the California legislature 
that would deprive Simpson 
and other parents found 
responsible for a spouse’s 
death, of their children. 

The bill will be introduced 
by State Representative 
Barbara Alby, who attended 
the news conference. 

“Many people are 
shocked to I earn that Cali- 
fornia law permits a parent 
who has killed the other 


parent of their children to 
regain or maintain custody 

of the children.” Ms. Allred 
said. “Law which permits 
that result must change.” 

Simpson, acquitted by a 
criminal jury in 1995 of 
murdering Nicole Brown 
Simpson and Ronald Gold- 
man. was found responsible 
last week for their wrongful 
deaths. The jury in the civil 
trial awarded $8.5 million 
in compensatory damages 
and Monday assessed puni- 
tive damages at $25 million. 

Last December, a family 
court awarded Simpson cus- 


tody of his daughter Syd- 
ney, 11 and son Justin, 8, 
who had lived with their 
maternal grandparents since 
the June 1994 murders. 

“He has custody because a 
judge (Nancy Wieben 
Stock) in Orange County 
refused to await the verdict 
in the civil case before mak- 
ing a custody decision." 
said Ms. Allred. 

Meanwhile, the court-ap- 
pointed "attorney for Sydney 
and Justin Simpson said 
Tuesday the civil court ver- 
dict should have no effect on 
guardianship of the children. 


Japan put 


Ecuadoran President Alarcon 


in the dock 
over rape 
of Nanjing 

TOKYO (AFP) — The 
first court case on whether 
Japan should pay damages 
to Chinese victims of the 
“rape of Nanjing" by the 
imperial army 60 years ago 
opened in Tokyo Wednes- 
day. 

A victim of the massacre, 
and survivors or relieves 
of the dead from other ho^ 
torious Japanese acts in 
China, are before the Tok- 
yo district court demand- 
ing compensation and a 
public apology from the 
Japanese government. 

The others include sur- 
vivors from the sinister 
unit 73! which conducted 
biological experiments on 
prisoners in north east 
China. 

The case, expected to 
last several years, has re- 
opened painful World War 
II scars. It is getting wide 
publicity elsewhere in Asia 
but only discreet coverage 
by Japanese newspapers. 

The first witness was to 
be Liu Xiuying. a 78-year- 
old woman, who says she 
was wounded 37 times 
with a sword for resisting a 
soldier who wanted to rape 
her. 

Japanese troops took 
Nanjing, the former Chi- 
nese capital on December 
13 1937, and carried out a 
virtual orgy of killing and 
pillage. 

According to figures 
used during the Tokyo war 
trials after 1 945. more than 
140,000 Chinese civilians 
and soldiers were killed. 
China now says 300.000 
were killed. 

The 10 victims are de- 
manding a total of 100 mil- 
lion yen ($806,000) in 
compensation from Japan. 

They are being backed 
by about 200 Japanese 
lawyers, academics and 
other supporters, who have 
clubbed together to pay the 
legal costs of the case and 
for the victims and their 
familes to come ro Japan to 
testify. 

“The Japanese are well 
educated people, but the 
current generation do not 
know what the Japanese 
army did during the war." 
according to Masahiko Ya- 
rn ada. a young lawyer who 
helped prepare the case. 
“We think the Japanese 
people should know." 

“We have decided to de- 
fend these victims for the 
good of the Japanese them- 
selves.” added Mr. 
Yamada. 

Japanese lawyers who 
lived through the war were 
the main backers of the ini- 
tiative. “In organising this 
they wanted to make up for 
what their generation did.” 

The action was regis- 
tered in August 1995. but a 
judgement is not expected 


sworn in, ending six- 


QUITO (AFP) — Congress 
leader Fabian Alarcon was 
sworn in as Ecuador's inter- 
im president after lawmak- 
ers elected him to the post, 
ending six days of political 
chaos" that began when 
Abdala Bucaram was oust- 
ed for mental incompeten- 
cy. 

"The unrest is over. Today 
we go back to work,” Mr. 
Alarcon. 49. said in his 
improvised inauguration 
speech to Congress, in 
which he called for renego- 
tiating Ecuador's $12.5 mil- 
lion foreign debt to free up 
funds for pressing social 
needs. 

It was the second time in 
less than one week that Mr. 
.Alarcon look over as chief 
executive after President 
Bucaram was voted out of 
office by Congress Thurs- 
day on grounds he was 
mentally unfit to govern. 

Mr. Alarcon, who should 
hold the post of president 
until elections are held by 
August 1998. succeeded 
Rosalia Arteaga. 40. who 
reigned for two days after 
the political crisis erupted. 

Mrs. Arteaga, who as Mr. 
Bucaram's vice-president 


became his successor Sun- 
day after challenging Mr. 
Alarcon's first appointment 
by Congress, resigned earli- 
er Tuesday. 

Mr. Alarcon's investiture 
hopefully will end six days 
of political turmoil in this 
country of 1 1.5 million. Mr. 
Bucaram. who has fled to 
Panama, has rejected his 
ouster by Congress and 
vowed to seek international 
support for his reinstate- 
ment,. 

The Ecuadoran military, 
throughout the crisis, main- 
tained strict neutrality albeit 
calling for politicians to 
quickTy resolve the im- 
passe. 

The confusion was partly 
due to a gap in Ecuador's 
1 995 constitution, that 
omitted for political reasons 
a provision allowing for the 
vice president to assume the 
post of president if it sud- 
denly became vacant. 

Conscious of the social 
unrest that Mr. Bucaram's 
heavy-handed economic re- 
forms unleashed after his 
election in July leading to 
his downfall. Mr. Alarcon 
said one of his first mea- 
sures as president would be 


day crisis 

to address the current insta- 
bility. 

“Our country must abide 
by its international commit- 
ments.” he told Congress, 
“bin we must contact our 
creditors for a review tof 
Ecuador's foreign debit." 

"The best way to meet 
tour commitments ) is to 
seek better conditions tfor 
debt repayment) in order to 
free up funds for the devel- 
opment of our country." Mr. 
Alarcon said. 

Following his election by 
57 of the o5 deputies pre- 
sent in the unicameral 
Congress. lawmakers 
passed a measure delaying 
payment of the foreign debt 
in order to address pressing 
social issues. 

Ecuadorans last v\ eek 
went on a two-day general 
strike to demand that Mr. 
Bucaram's government roll 
back exorbitant price hikes 
of public serv ices and fuels 
implemented in December. 
The massive protest move- 
ment sparked the current 
political crisis. 

Mr. Alarcon, in his 
speech, annulled all the eco- 
nomic measures taken by 
Mr. Bucaram. 


Lake hearing for CIA delayed 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
head of the senate intelli- 
gence committee on Tues- 
day postponed confirmation 
hearings for Anthony Lake. 
President Bill Clinton’s no- 
minee to head the Central 
Intelligence Agency, for the 
second time. 

Chairman Richard Shelby, 
an Alabama Republican, 
said his panel would delay 
the session until March 1 1 
while it looked into the 
“many unanswered, per- 
plexing questions that re- 
main” about Mr. Lake. Mr. 
Clinton's former national 
security adviser. 

Mr. Clinton talked to 
Senator Shelby by phone 
and urged him to reconsid- 
er. the White House said. 

In a move branded as 
purely partisan by Lake 
supporters. Sen. Shelby ini- 
tially postponed the confir- 
mation hearings until the 
week of Feb. 25 while the 
Justice Department finished 
probes of Mr. Lake’s stock 
dealings and disputed con- 


gressional testimony. 

In a statement. Sen. 
Shelby criticised the Justice 
Department, which ended 
the two investigations Fri- 
day. The probes had been 
hurdles to Mr. Lake's con- 
firmation by the Repub- 
lican-led Senate. 

Mr. Clinton, during a visit 
to Capitol Hill, talked by 
phone to Sen. Shelby to 
reiterate his strong support 
for Mr. Lake. 

“The president was con- 
cerned lo learn during the 
call that Sen. Shelby intends 
to delay Mr. Lake's confir- 
mation hearing and urged 
that Sen. Shelby consider 
holding the hearing soon- 
er." the White House said. 

“The president said he 
was confident that Tony and 
the White House could 
resolve any remaining ques- 
tions on the issues that Sen. 
Shelby has identified.” 
White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry said in a 
statement. 

Mr. McCurry earlier ex- 


pressed frustration at the new 
delay in Mr. Lake's confir- 
mation hearings, saying Mr. 
Clinton has “an ample need 
to have strong leadership 
within the intelligence com- 
munity as we move into the 
weeks ahead.” 

Mr. Lake would succeed 
John Deulch to become 
head of the CIA, the lead 
U.S. spy agency, and the 
director of central intelli- 
gence who oversees 12 
other agencies. 

He agreed Friday to pay 
S5.UCH) to settle a civil 
inquiry into whether his fail- 
ure to promptly sell energy 
stocks violated federal cun- 
flic(-of-inicrc*»i Iaw>. 

The Justice Department 
on the same day announced 
it had found “no basis for 
any criminal charges” 

against Mr. Lake arising 
from testimony he gave in 
September about the admin- 
istration's policy of turning 
a blind eye to Iranian arms 
shipments to Bosnian 

Muslims in 1994. 


France to freeze arms sales to Taiwan 


TAIPEI iR) — France has 
indefinitely halted further 
arms sales to Taiwan in a 
likely effort ro appease Chi- 
na. state radio and newspa- 
pers reported Wednesday. 

Planned deals that have 
not been signed' or are still 
under negotiation, such as 
the talks on supplying 
shoulder-launched Mistral 
missiles, would be stopped, 
the reports said. 

The Independence Mor- 
ning Post, quoting unidenti- 
fied senior military offi- 


cials. said France began the 
freeze at the end of January’ 
and had officially notified 
Taiwan earlier this month. 

The freeze would not affect 
deals already signed between 
Taiwan and France. 

Taiwan has negotiated with 
France for the purchase of 
new arms, including Maira 
space and defence Mistral 
missiles, anti -tank rockets, 
armoured ears and radar sys- 
tem. 

Taiwan's China Times 
Express newspaper said 


France's move was aimed at 
appeasing China before 
President Jacques Chirac 
visits Beijing in May. 

But die newspaper quoted 
an unidentified Defence 
Ministry official from Tai- 
wan as saying that weapon 
sales from France to Taiwan 
would continue as long as 
they were not revealed." 

Ministry spokesman 
Kung Fan-Ting, speaking 
on srare radio, said: “ft is 
our principle not to com- 
ment on arms deals “ 
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Reshuffle ahead of elections 


ANTICrPATION IS rife across town that Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti will reshuffle his 
cabinet. The question that is being asked is 
‘"when" rather than “if' this necessary change 
will happen. There are increasing signs that a 
reshuffle will take place soon, perhaps as early as 
next month, rather than wait for April or beyond. 

The first order of business for Mr. Kabariti, of 
course, is to streamline his government in time 
for the next parliamentary elections. Conducting 
the upcoming elections on the basis of the one- 
person. one-vote criterion promises to bring forth 
a more consolidated role for the Lower House 
this time around, since it will be the second time 
that deputies will be elected according to this 
electoral formula. This is provided, of course, 
that the remaining shortcomings in the current 
election law, which incidentally is still temporary, 
are rectified before the autumn polls. 

The realisation of a new proportional represen- 
tation system tops the list of amendments to the 
electoral law that awaits democratic adoption in 
due course, thus making it more legitimate and 
permanent But conducting elections on the basis 
of the most equitable and contemporary stan- 
dards would not guarantee constructive relations 
between the executive and legislative branches. 
The next Lower House must assert itself as an 
independent branch of government by making 
sure that the law of the land, and not the govern- 
ment in office, is the ultimate arbiter in deter- 
mining the outcome of general elections and the 
make-up of parliament itself. Governmental con- 
trol of, or undue influence on, these results not 
only tarnishes the image of pariiamehtary 
democracy in the Kingdom but also dampens 
widespread hopes for better ties between the 
three branches of government. 

The majority of Jordanians believes that the 
executive and legislative authorities should not 
pursue a collision course on fundamental policy 
questions, nor should they do that as a matter of 
course. It stands to reason, therefore, that our 
democratic process have a truly independent 
Parliament that could at times challenge and at 
others work hand-in-hand with the executive. 

This is why we all should aim from now on to 
conduct the fairest of elections, so that they result 
in an effective and streamlined cabinet as well, 
one that represents the majority in parliament 
and genuinely reflects the aspirations and inter- 
ests of the people. 

What Jordanians would like to see emerge from 
the next elections is a parliament that is not a 
rubber stamp for the government, but a democ- 
ratic institution which can and should take initia- 
tives and adopt systems that do serve this country 
and its people. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A LOT is being said nowadays about the final status 
negotiations berween the Palestinians and the Israelis 
over the future of the occupied Palestinian lands, but 
very little is being done on the part of the Israeli gov- 
ernment towards the attainment of the final settlement, 
said Ahmad Misleh. who writes for Al Ra'i. Indeed, 
Israel is going ahead with plans to swallow up more of 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip lands in a feverish 
attempt to seize as much land as possible and build 
more settlements before the actual final-status negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians start, said the writer. He 
added that if Israel is not committed to respecting the 
interim agreements and continues to drag its feel 
regarding the implementation of the accords with the 
Palestinians, one can expect more procrastination in the 
implementation of the final settlement, which entails 
solutions for Arab Jerusalem, the Jewish settlements, 
the Palestinian refugees and the water resources in 
Palestine. He said that according to Palestinian sources. 
Israel has already swallowed up 60 per cent of the 
Palestinian lands under its control since the 1967 war 
and if Israel continues to delay the negotiations and the 
implementation of agreements, the Palestinians will be 
left with very little land under their control. The writer 
said a solution can be just and lasting only when Israel 
pulls out from all the Arab territories occupied since the 
1967 war. 


A WRITER for Al Dustour Wednesday suggested that 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti invite former 
Sudanese Prime Minister'AJ Sadeq Al Mahdi, who now 
leads the Sudanese opposition groups, to visit Amman 
and discuss the Sudanese crisis. Once here, Mr. Mahdi 
can brief Jordan on the actual situation in Sudan and the 
opposition group's views, said Saleh Qallab. The writer 
said that it will be useful for Jordan to listen to both 
sides while, at the same rime, continue to support 
Sudan’s sovereignty and territorial integrity and con- 
demn foreign intervention in Sudan's internal affairs. 
Jordan, said the writer, should play a role in ending the 
tragedy in Sudan and ought to join hands with the 
United' Arab Emirates to achieve that goal and save the 
Sudanese people further sufferings. The writer said all 
possible efforts should be exerted towards ending the 
conflict peacefully and safeguarding the national inter- 
ests of Sudan. 


The Eid: An occasion for keeping in touch 


jVv Hi-ri -i- C'frlT 
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THERE IS no doubt that the Eid (both AJ Fitr, which 
comes at the end of Ramadan, and Al Adha. which comes 
at the end of the annual pilgrimage to Mecca) has many 
advantages. Among its several special advantages is that 
of keeping in touch with those whom one does not see 
often. 

Over the past four decades in particular, our society (the 
Jordanian society in particular and the Arab society in 
general) has undergone many fundamental changes. One 
crucial change has to do with the dispersal and scattering 
of family members and relatives. Roughly before the 
1960s (some would say before the fifties), members of the 
same family (and the family or the tribe remains until now 
at the heart of our social and perhaps even political struc- 
ture) stuck together. They either lived in the same area or 
in areas nearby. They thus saw each other regularly, con- 
ducted their business together and kept constantly in 
touch. 

Today the picture is different (remarkably in many 
cases). There has been, throughout the past four decades, 
a great deal of inrerest on the part of individuals in our part 
of the world in pursuing education (especially higher edu- 
cation). As a result, many of them had to move away 
(inside the society itself and outside it). As our society has 
changed from rural or nomadic to urban, many also found 
themselves moving away in pursuit of a living or a fulfill- 
ing career. As a result, members of the same family or 
group have found themselves dispersed throughout the 
country and abroad. 


Generally, life in our society (like lives in other societies 
the world over) has become more complex, more demand- 
ing and significantly busier. As other societies are better at 
time management and at organising and managing social- 
isation and" connections more effectively (time manage- 
ment and management of socialisation and connections 
are two serious problems in our society), many members 
of the same family (the close family as well as the extend- 
ed family) and friends do not get the opportunity as often 
as they wish or as often as is necessary to keep in touch. 

The Eid is a precious opportunity in this respect. It is 
generally conceived of (and this is one of its fundamental 
aims from a religious point of view) as an occasion solely 
devoted to visiting relatives and friends. With relatives 
whom one sees often and with close friends, there may be 
no problem. But there are many relatives and many 
friends whom one does not see often (even though one 
generally tikes to see them and keep in touch). The Eid is 
one of the very few opportunities (along with weddings 
and funerals) which enables one to keep in contact with 
such relatives and friends. 

The picture may not all be as milk and honey as is por- 
trayed here. A great deal of effort, time, money and incon- 
venience are often involved. At times, the Eid raises fric- 
tion among relatives who are better kept apart (at times, it 
removes differences and friction). 

Some families in our part of the world confine their vis- 
its to a few homes; others have planned it so that most 
family members (especially when it comes to the extend- 


ed family) will meet together at certain places and certain 
times (the family divan, the association, etc.). Many, how- 
ever, have to visit many individual homes. 

Each Eid I personally have to go to about 50 homes of 
relatives. I thus generally have to sacrifice my friends for 
the sake of relatives. Fifty houses in three days can be 
quite tiring, somewhat monotonous and burdensome. 

I was talking to a friend the last day of the Eid and he 
said: “I have no energy left in me for work. I need a vaca- 
tion from the Eid vacation.” Taking into account that rela- 
tives are scattered all over the Kingdom, the task (nay the 
duty) of visiting relatives is going to be quite costly 
money-wise, rime-wise and effort-wise, especially when 
we know that many people do not have cars or other pri- 
vate means of transportation at their disposal. Being at the 
mercy of public transportation during the Eid is not a 
pleasant thing. 

Despite such inconvenience and the expense and trouble 
that ensue, keeping in touch remains a noble end. Such 
realisation makes the inconvenience, expense and trouble 
worth it. The Eid (one may argue) is another version all at 
once of mother’s day, father’s day, sister’s day, aunt's day, 
friend’s day, etc. Had there not been an Eid, many (some 
fjf whom you really like) would lose contact and would 
lose the pleasure, love and psychological support that 
comes as a result Hus would be truly regrettable in 
today’s world which can often be alienating and lone- 
some. 
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Zaire ’s Mobutu 


the end is drawing near 


By Gwynne Dyer 


THE WICKED old man has 
been around so long that it 
is hard to believe he could 
ever be driven from power, 
but it is actually happening. 
KaJemia. in southern Shaba 
province, fell to the rebels 
on Feb. 4. Punia and 
Lubutu. in the east-central 
region, fell at the weekend, 
and Isiro. in the north-east 
is next Africa's second- 
largest country is about to 
be liberated from the grip of 
Mobutu Sese Seko. mar- 
shal, guide and helmsman 
of Zaire. 

“Liberated" is the correct 
word. This is not just anoth- 
er meaningless tribal squab- 
ble over who gets the loot. It 
is a carefully planned, high- 
ly organised campaign to 
wrest control of Zaire from 
the man who has done more 
harm to Africa than any 
other single dictator, and it 
is chewing up the Zairian 
army and its mercenary 
allies with admirable effi- 
ciency. 

The rebels are advancing 
in at least four separate 
columns, separated by hun- 
dreds of kilometres and 
diverging further as they go. 
Against a competent oppo- 


nent. this strategy would be 
a recipe for disaster, but 
against the thugs who make 
up the Zairian army (motto: 
“We loot, we rape, we flee”) 
it makes perfectly good 
sense. 

If the whire mercenaries 
Mobutu has hired do not 
fight a lot better than they 
have so far, then in another 
week or so the rebels will 
capture Zaire's second- and 
third-biggest cities, 

Kisangani, in the north, and 
Lubumbashi. in the south. 
And they will not stop 
there. 

“Mobutu has no army. His 
generals are mere traders 
whom we shall defeat 
across this country," said 
Laurent Kabila, leader of 
the.AIliance of Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of 
Congo-Zaire (ADFL), set- 
ting a deadline of Feb. 21 
for Mobutu to start negotiat- 
ing or face a major offen- 
sive on the capital. 
Kinshasa. 

As usual, various parties 
are rushing around trying to 
stop the fighting. Some of 
them even mean well, but 
the French do not. Paris is 
pulling out all the stops to 
get a United Nations mili- 
tary intervention in Zaire. 


but it is just trying to save 
Mobutu from the fate he so 
richly deserves. 

So far. U.S. pressure has 
kept Paris from sending its 
own Africa-based troops 
into Zaire. Good. Mobutu’s 
efforts to round up military 
support from other old cold 
war allies like Morocco and 
Israel have yielded no 
troops whatever. Even bet- 
ter. Because the last thing 
Zaire needs now is a stale- 
mate or a ceasefire. 

The best thing about the 
present situation is that it is 
quite easy to tell the good 
guys from the bad guys — 
and, for once, all the good 
guys are on the same side. 

Laurent Kabila is no plas- 
ter saint Anybody who has 
been resisting Mobutu’s 
dictatorship since ! 965 has 
made the occasional shabby 
compromise here or there. 
Bul Kabila has built up the 
ADFL as a multi-tribal 
alliance of people who are 
genuinely committed to 
saving Zaire, not just carv- 


ing it up. 
Kabila 


Kabila flirted with 
Marxism when he was 
allied to the Cubans during 
the 1965 uprising, but since 
the mid-70s he has been 
severely pragmatic. His 


strategy has been to create 
small political cells in the 
towns and promote literacy 
programmes and agricultur- 
al cooperatives in liberated 
areas in the mountains — 
and there is no more talk of 
nationalisation. He just 
wants the government to get 
a fair price for Zaire's 
resources, and stop ihe 
chronic theft: “We will sell 
our mines to whoever can 
offer their services.” 

After 32 years of looting 
by Mobutu and company, 
Zaire is scarcely a country 
today. Hie roads generally 
stop a short distance out of 
town, and the regions pay 
just enough to the centre to 
keep Mobutu's mafia at bay. 
Few of the 35 million 
Zairians receive a proper 
education; even fewer have 
decent medical care, let 
alone a job. But ten years of 
honest government could 
work a miracle even in 
Zaire — and Kabila is 
backed by a coalition of 
ocher African governments 
that have already achieved 
what he is aiming at. 

The ADFL’s arms and 
training come mostly from 
Rwanda, where the Rwanda. 
Patriotic Front (RPF) drove 
the genocidal Hutu regime 


from power two years ago. 
The ADFL’s political 
model, like the RPFs, is 
Uganda, where Yoweri 
Museveni's rebels won 
power a decade ago on a 
non-tribal platform and 
ended 20 years of tyranny, 
pillage and massacre by the 
likes of Idi Amin and 
Milton Obote. Less directly 
involved, but offering at 
least moral support and per- 
haps military advisers to the 
Zairian rebels, are the gov- 
ernments of Ethiopia and 
Eritrea. 

You could not have a 
sharper contrast. On one 
side, a roll-call of east-cen- 
tral Africa's best second- 
generation governments — 
Rwanda, Uganda. Ethiopia, 
Eritrea — support the 

Zairian rebels (though they 
must deny it in public for 
diplomatic reasons). On the 
other side are African troops 
who would work for any 

regime that gives them 

licence to loot. and 

European troops who have 
no business being in Africa 
at all. 

Among all the bandit 
armies that serve African 
kleptocracies, the Zairian 
araiy is rock bottom. Its sol- 
diers rob and murder their 


own fellow countrymen, but 
they cannot fighL And when 
they run away, the other 
troops available to fill the 
gaps in the line are a dis- 
tinctly motley crew. 

There are some hundreds 
of white mercenaries, many 
of them Serbs fresh from 
atrocities on the battlefields 
of Bosnia. France is giving 
undisclosed amounts of mil- 
itary aid (probably includ- 
ing some advisers) to its old 
protege Mobutu. And final- 
ly there are lnterahamwe 
militia troops who carried 
out the Hutu genocide 
against Tutsis in Rwanda in 
1994, and subsequently fled 
into Zaire with French help. 

That is an impressive 
array of villains, but it is not 
a coherent military force.' 
What's more, the Libyan 
aircraft that Colonel 
Qadhafi promised to 
Mobutu have not arrived, 
Egypt is not sending any 
troops this time, and both 
the United States and South 
Africa will oppose France's 
attempt to save Mobutu 
with a U.N. force. 

It may take some time, but 
Mobutu is a goner. One 
painful, bloody" step after 
another. Africa is rescuing 
itself. 
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How the West pulls punches against its favourite demon * L v w 


cent growth in gross domestic product will be 
from an extremely low base, according to a 
report by the London-based Economist 
Intelligence Unit. What may seem even more sur- 
prising to some people is that Saddam Hussein 


remains in power, despite all the apparent hatred 
poured upon him by the West. 


By Richard Keeble 


LONDON — Six years 
after U.S. jets launched 

Operation Desert Storm 
against Iraq. Saddam 

Hussein surprisingly 

remains president. Or per- 
haps it is not so surprising. 

As events unravel in the 
Middle East, it becomes 
increasingly apparent that, 
despite all the rhetoric to 
the contrary, behind the 
Western approach to the 
Iraqi leader's lies a deep 
desire to keep him in 
power. 

In the 19S0s. Iraq “tilted” 
towards the WesL 

Responses to President 
Saddam from Western 

leaders were largely 

favourable as he tightened 
his grip on power. 

The Big Bogey for the 
West throughout that 
decade was Iran. In 
October 1 987. for example, 
after . the U.S. had 
destroyed two Iranian oil 
rigs in the Gulf, the British 
right-wing tabloid newspa- 
per, the Sun. commented: 
“The Americans have 
enough firepower in the 
Gulf to render the country a 
wasteland. Maybe that 
would not be a bad thing 


for the rest of humanity.” 

In contrast, Iraq went 
largely unnoticed. During 
the 1980-1988 war with 
Iran, Iraq was generally 
referred to as either “Iraq” 
or “Baghdad.” When 
President Saddam was 
mentioned it was often in 
favourable terms. His 
moves to privatise the 
economy in the mid-1980s 
were welcomed and he was 
compared to Britain's then- 
Premier Margaret Thatcher 
in this contexL 

Even British press cover- 
age of the appalling chemi- 
cal bombing by Iraqi jets of 
Kurds in Halabja in March 
19S8 was notable for its 
comparative restraint 
Little blame was levelled 
personally at President 
Saddam. No Hitler jibes 
were made at the time. 

After Iraq’s 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, the rhetoric 
of politicians and media 
suddenly changed. 

President Saddam was 
transformed into an evil 
and mad monster, a global 
threat, a new Hitler, com- 
mander of the fourth 
largest army in the world, 
packed with battle-hard- 
ened soldiers. 

In reality, the army was a 


rabble of demoralised con- 
scripts weary after the 
eight-year war with Iran. 
But the politicians and 

■media saw President 
Saddam a perfect enemy 
against whom a perfect war 
could be manufactured. 

In particular, the U.S. 
elites desperately needed to 
win a big war to cast the 
traumatic defeat in 
Vietnam to the dustbin of 
history. And the West’s 
massive military-industrial 
complex was desperate for 
a piece of the action now 
that the Soviet threat had 
dwindled. 

Grenada (1983); Libya 
(for just 11 minutes in 
1986). and Panama (1989) 
had all been targets for 
U.$. military action. But 
now along came President 
Saddam, with his nuclear 
and biological weapons 
programmes, who could 
easily be transformed into a 
“global threat” to be van- 
quishetL 

In the end, there was no 
real Gulf war in 1991. 
Instead, there was the terri- 
ble slaughter of thousands 
of Iraqi civilians and con- 
scripts and the deliberate 
destruction of a country’s 
infrastructure. 


Paradoxically, the “war” 
was also in the interests of 
the Iraqi elite. It helped 
eliminate large numbers of 
rebellious Kurds and 
Shiites who has been left 
dissatisfied and jobless 
after the end of the war 
with Iran in 1988. And as 
ihe Western attacks caused 
increasing suffering in 
Iraq, so popular support 
rallied around the national 
hero. President Saddam. 

Since 1991, the Iraqi 
president has flitted in and 
out of the Western media. 
“No-fly” zones have been 
established in the north and 
south of Iraq, supposedly 
to constrain the expansion- 
ist ambitions of the “dicta- 
tor”. From time to time, 
U.S. jets and missiles have 
pounded Iraqi targets, 
causing hundreds of 
deaths. while U.N.- 
imposed sanctions have 
caused appalling suffering 
in the country. Whatever 
happens, the blame has 
always been levelled by 
leading Western politicians 
and media aL President 
Saddam. Yet still, some- 
how, he holds onto power. 

Washington's support for 
the “dictator” is, in fact, 
crucial. Consider, for 
instance, the events of last 
September. 

A typical “Saddam scare" 
erupted after Iraqi troops 
were reported to have 
invaded Kurdistan in sup- 
port of the KDP Kurdish 
faction headed by Massoud 
Barzani against the 
Iranian-backed PUK fac- 
tion headed by Jalal 
Talabani. Targets in south- 
ern Iraq were attacked by 
U.S. missiles, supposedly 
to “punish Saddam” for his 
advances in the north 
Then, in the following 
month, the PUK faction 
regained its lost strong- 


holds and the crisis sudden- 
ly disappeared from the 
media. 

Behind all the simplistic 
anti-Saddam rhetoric, U.S. 
strategists were following a 
well-established policy: 
promoting a divided 
Kurdistan. 

Significantly, this 

remains also the favoured 
policy of U.S. ally Turkey 
— always anxious to hin- 
der moves towards Kurdish 
unity on its doorstep — and 
the Iraqi elite. 


“ One faction 

within the U.S. 
elite would Wee 
to see the Iraqi 
‘ dictator ’ re- 

placed — per- 
haps by another 
Sunni general 
Another, much 
stronger faction 
pursues the tra- 
ditional policy 
of supporting 
him: if nothing 
else, his regime 
currently serves 
as a useful bul- 
wark against 
Iranian expan- 
sion.” 


Moreover, shortly after 

Ihe , Baghdad-backed 
W U ^°!L? ulaymani > ,ah in 

Iraqi Kurdistan, news of a 
dimerous attempt by ih e 

V s - Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) to build an 


indigenous Kurdish force 
to overthrow President 
Saddam received promi- 
nent coverage in the WesL 
Reports suggested that 
President Bill Clinton had 
authorised $20 million for 
the covert action. 

Clearly, a CIA faction 
was leaking the details to 
embarrass the anti-Saddam 
faction within the “compa- 
ny,” as insiders call iL 
Indeed, at the heart of U.S. 
policy towards Iraq lie the 
competing interests of dif- 
ferent factions fighting for 
prominence. 

One faction within the 
U.S. elite would like to see 
the Iraqi “dictator” 
replaced — perhaps by 
another Sunni general. 
Another, much stronger ■ 
faction pursues the tradi- » 
tional policy of supporting 
him: if nothing else, his 
regime currently serves as 
a useful bulwark against 
Iranian expansion. 

Satisfying the interests of 
these groups is the main 
aim of U.S. administration 
strategy. Occasional risk- 
free missile raids satisfy 
both groups, just as anti- 
Saddam rhetoric satisfies 
the media’s hunger for 
‘bad guys" to howl at. 
Recently. General Abdul . 

Al Juburi. a former . 
member of Iraq’s elite 
Republican Guard who 
defected to Turkey, told 
Bmish journalist Helga 
Graham that up to 90 per 
cent of the Guard would 
back a move to topple the 
president So why is the 
world’s only superpower 
so incapable of encourag- 
,n S — or even bribing — a 
group of these rebel Guards 
depose the dictator? 

The reply is simple. It has 
little desire to do so. 
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By Nerve Clerc 
A$ence France Presse 

LYON, France — With 
less than three years to go 
before the apocalypse 
allegedly predicted by 
Mjchel de Nostradamus 
takes place, interest in the 
doomsday prophet has 
skyrocketed. 

Four hundred years 
after his quill ' first 
touched paper in this 
French city, not even the 
16th century astrologist 
could have foreseen that 
his prophecies would 


bang goose-bumps by 
way of thousands of web- 
sites. 

Nor could he have 
envisaged a more sinister 
plot would result from his 
vague scrawls which 
have been interpreted as 
predicting all manner of 
events. 

In 1989 a bearded man in 
a long white tunic made the 
pilgrimage to see Nostrada- 
mus expert Michel Choma- 
rat at Lyon’s Municipal 
Library in frantic search of 
information on the spiritual 
soothsayer. His name was 


Shoko Asahara. 

Later he would become 
famous as the leader of 
Japanese sect Aum which 
killed 12 people with gas 
attacks on Tokyo’s metro in 
March 1995. 

Asahara was convinced 
that a number of Nostrada- 
mus’ prophecies directly 
concerned him. 

Cbomarat. in efforts to 
calm his visitor, told him 
optimistically: “Don't wor- 
ry, it is not the end of the 
world, you will live beyond 
the year 2000.” 

The amount of books pub- 


lished on the philosopher 
who supposedly foresaw 
devastating world conflicts 
that would bring about the 
apocalypse in July 1999 has 
shot from seven a year in 
the post World War U years 
to about 100 a year and 
more than 800 websites. 

To celebrate this interna- 
tional tidal wave of appre- 
hension. Lyon's municipal 
library’ is showing an exhi- 
bition on Nostradamus until 
March 22. 

For France’s first ever 
exhibition on the sooth- 
sayer. Chomanu alone 


painstakingly collected the 
150,000 exhibits which 
range from rare books and 
reviews dating back ro 1555 
to eye-catching film posters 
showing tumbling sky- 
scrapers, ravaging fires and 
terrified, fleeing crowds. 

“People like making 
themselves scared” ex- 
plained ChomaraL 

This dizzying maze of 
gloom shows that Nostra- 
damus was most popular in 
limes of crisis, war and rev- 
olution and that he was 
never so popular as now. 

“We are seeing a global 


explosion of the Nostrada- 
mus phenomenon.” said 
Chomarat. “Millions and 
millions of copies of his 
works are being sold all 
over the world.” His writing 
is even being translated into 
Thai as Asia, the U.S. and 
Europe take feverish inter- 
est in finding out as much as 
they can before the sky falls 
on their heads. 

Jean-Charles de Foni- 
brune. author of Nostrada- 
mus: Historian And Pro- 
phet.” which sold 100.000 
copies in just four months, 
has studied the predictions 


rigorously for at least 15 
years. 

According to Fontbrune, 
Nostradamus should not just 
be recognised for his clair- 
voyance. He also discov- 
ered sterilisation methods 
four centuries before Louis 
Pasteur when he treated vic- 
tims of the plague in the 
south of France. The Mont- 
pellier medical graduate 
would bury the infected 
corpses under quicklime. 


bum their clothes and walk 
the streets with essence of 
beech. 

But then: is no agreed 
authoritative interpretation 
of the verses, which are so 
vague they can be made to 
mean almost anything by 
wishful thinkers or religious 
sects. 

And despite the 1999 
doomsday scenario, his pre- 
dictions go on for nearly 
i .800 visits after that date. 


Society On The Move does not appear in this week's 
issue of the WEEKENDER. The column's writer 
Jennifer Hamarneh is on leave. 


Mail-order business 
reaches Muslim audience 


By Donna Abu-Nasr 
The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — After 
nearly 20 years of looking 
for the ideal wardrobe. 
Rahmah Qawiy found the 
solution: A shopping cata- 
logue that ca-ters to conser- 
vative Ame-rican Muslims. 

This is no lingerie cata- 
logue. Instead of long- 
limbed models lounging in 
lacy undergarments, the Ca- 
ravan Xpress Catalogue’s 
most revealing offerings 
leave only the hands and 
face uncovered. 

“I was so oveijoyed,” said 
Qawiy, a resident of Oak- 
land. California. As soon as 
she saw the catalogue, she 
ordered three embroidered, 
floor-length overgarments 
for Friday prayers and a 
more festive. loose-fitting 
satiny dress with a matching 
face-cover and a head-cover 
that reaches her waist. 

And she plans to buy 
more. 

“Inshallah (God willing). 
I’ll get my wardrobe togeth- 
er'like 1 want it.” she said, 
"pi^avan, ; Xpress and iif 
another catalogue. Modesty, 
offer an array of clothing 
for Muslims who like to 
dress according to the dic- 


tates of the Koran. The holy 
book says male believers 
“should lower their gaze 
and guard their modesty” 
while women “should not 
display their beauty and 
ornaments „. That they 
should draw their veils over 
their bosoms and not dis- 
play their beauty except to 
their husbands.” 

“I like the fact that the 
clothing meets Islamic stan- 
dards,” said Najma Moham- 
mad, 20, of West Palm 
Beach, Florida. “It covers, 
it’s not revealing and it's 
quality wear.” 

Ibrahim Hooper, spokes- 
man for the Council on 
American-lslamic Rela- 
tions, said the catalogues 
are one facet of the growth 
and maturity of the Muslim 
community in the U.S., 
which has six million adher- 
ents. 

Nationwide Islamic cata- 
logue shopping made its 
debut in December 1994. 
with a two-hour video 
launched by Caravan 
Xpress. The video had a 
section, for men’s clothing 
featuring knee-or-full- 
length shirts with baggy 
pants, abayas — long open 
over-garments — and color- 


ful kufis. 

The second part was just 
for “sisters” — men were 
admonished not to view it 
— with models displaying 
the garments in a studio or 
outdoors. . 

Umm Zamzam, a Norfolk. 
Virginia, biology professor, 
said she started the business 
because she had a hard time 
finding Islamic clothing in 
the U.S. She would usually 
ask students to buy her 
clothes when they went 
home to the Middle East or 
Asia 

Soon after mailing the 
videos, Umm Zamzam 
realised that for her busi- 
ness to grow, she had to 
switch to a paper format. 
Many of her potential shop- 
pers didn't own videotape 
players. 

In 1995, her customers — 
whose number grew from 
200 to 25,000 — began 
receiving a black-and- 
white, 26-page catalogue, 
featuring an elephant logo 
in elaborate Arabic calligra- 

P& ' 

The fiame. Caravan 
Xpress, was' conceived by 
Umm Zamzam’s mother 
because the mail-order ser- 
vice is much faster than in 


the pre- Islamic era. when 
camels carried wares 
through the desert 

To avoid controversy, 
Umm Zamzam hired mostly 
non-Muslim women to 
model her conservative out- 
fits. Muslim models were 
used for shots thar showed 
them with their backs to the 
camera or their faces fully 
covered with a “burquah.” 
All the male models are 
Muslim. 

The Modesty catalogue, 
which was started in De- 
cember 1995. used only 
mannequins — some head- 
less, others faceless. 

“Since men also look at 
these catalogues, it would 
be another questionable 
matter in the Islamic law” 
said Aisha Rahman, Modes- 
ty's advertising manager. 

Both Modesty and Cara- 
van Xpress import their 
goods from Asia and the 
Middle East. 

Because they want to 
observe the word of Allah to 
the minutest detail. Modes- 
ty accepts only checks and 
money 1 orders. Credit cards 
are not accepted because the 
card companies charge in- 
terest. which in Islam is 
considered usury. 


British rock band Ocean 
Colour Scene makes comeback 


By Mark Egan 

Reuter 

HOLLYWOOD — When 
they hit the music scene in 
the early 1990s, British 
rock band Ocean Colour 
Scene was hailed by some 
as the next Rolling Stones. 

This was one overnight 
success story that was not 
to be. 

Ocean Colour Scene 
quickly faded from the 
chans and. less than a year 
ago. was playing the bar 
circuit. But now the band is 
riding high again. Having 
sold a million copies of 
their latest album. Moseley 
Shoals, they are expected to 
fill London's Royal Albert 
Hall on Feb. 17. 

“It’s come full circle," the 
band’s lead singer, Simon 
Fowler, told Reuters. 

Only a few years ago. it 
seemed like Ocean Colour 
Scene was set to conquer 
the music world. Just a few 
months after forming, the 
band signed a record deal 
with an independent record 
company Phffft. which' led 
to a debut single in 1990. A 
media frenzy hailed the 
group as the new Rolling 
Stones and even, as Fowler 


recalls, “everything the 
Beatles never were.”* 

A record company bid- 
ding war began, leading to 
a deal with Fontana Re- 
cords. But. despite record- 
ing tracks for the first al- 
bum with Rolling Stones 
producer Jimmy Miller and 
Primal Scream producer 
Hugo Nicolson. Fontana 
rejected the tapes. 

The record company draf- 
ted a third producer, Tim 
Palmer, known lor his work 
with Pearl Jam, to refine 
the album. The end result 
was far from what the band 
had hoped for. 

"'The first album was re- 
leased and it was welcomed 
by a chorus of silence." 
Fowler said before a recent 
concert at Whiskey-A-Go- 
Go on Hollywood's famed 
Sunset Strip. "It was like 
lard on white bread.” 

Relations with Fontana 
were further strained by the 
tour that followed. "By the 
time of the end of the tour 
... we got this reputation 
with the record company 
that we were a bunch of 
hell-raising nutters." Fow- 
ler said. 

After the tour, he said, the 
company refused to let the 


band play live, insisting 
they concentrate on writing 
for IS months. But bund 
members became bored and 
soon left the label. 

Attempts to get another 
record deal were tough and 
Ocean Colour Scene was 
rejected by ut least IS com- 
panies before eventually 
linking up with MCA 
Records late last year. 
Meanwhile the band’s 
financial troubles grew and 
with legal costs and other 
expenses spiralling Chris 
Cradock. father of guitarist 
Steve Cradock and band 
manager, took out a second 
mortgage on his house and 
eventually had to sell it. 

Salvation came in the 
form of Paul Weller, the 
godfather of the English 
"Mod” scene. Steve Cra- 
dock landed a job as gui- 
tarist with Weller, who was 
once again lopping the 
charts. Soon all four mem- 
bers of rhe band were help- 
ing Weller out. 

Deal was a blessing 

"It \vas_ jj, real buoyancy 
that Weller gave the band, it 
gave us confidence and also 
it gave us so much fun. And 


financially Steve would j 
keep our studiu going by ! 
using the money he was j 
paid." Fowler said. "The f 
whole thing was a bless- ! 
ing." 

The hand begun recording j 
what was to become their i 
Moseley Shoals album as j 
demo tapes to get a record- \ 
ing deal and soon reached a > 
deal with MCA Records. | 
Since then rhe album, [ 
launched by [he hypnotic | 
Riverboat Song,' has j 
reached near triple-plat- . 
inuni status in England with ( 
almost 90Q.IX X) units sold \ 
and four hit singles. 

One of the high points of 
the year for the band was 
playing in front of more 
than 1U0.0O0 at the Loch 
Lomond Summer Festival 
in Scotland. And people are 
still comparing them to the 
Rolling Stones. "I feel quite 
good about that." Fowler 
said. "It’s belter than being 
compared to Bon Jovi." 

With the band riding the 
crest of a wave. Chris 
Cradock. whose unswerv- 
ing faith in his son's band 
led to the loss of his huuse. 
was recently able to buy 
another one. Fowler said. 
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‘The shock of writing what we know’ 

The dynamics of Arabic fiction 


BOOK 

REVIEW 


The Arabic Novel: An Historical and Critical 
Introduction 

By Roger Allen 

New York: Syracuse University Press. 1995 (second 
edition); 307 pages. $20. 

“WRITING IN times of transition takes the form of a jour- 
ney towards what we do not know and towards the shock of 
writing what we know, which will lead us to discover how 
writing changes things and does not only reflect them.” — 
Ilyas Khuri, 1990. 

Change is the. yardstick with which Roger Allen, who 
teaches* Arabic language and literature at the University of 
Pennsylvania traces the development of the Arabic novel. 
Change is to be understood on several levels when reading 
his book: First of all. Allen views the novel as striving "to 
reflect, and. in some cases, to advocate, the relentless 
process of change. When such a genre pursues its purpose 
in a context as varied and dynamic as that of the Arabic- 
speaking world we are faced with a ropic of ever-expand- 
ing complexity" (p. ixj. Secondly, the Arabic novel devel- 
oped in a period of unprecedented political and social 
change — colonial conquest, national independence strug- 
gles. rapid urbanisation, abrupt modernisation drives, the 
oil boom. etc. Thirdly, the mode of analysis employed by 
Alien in this book clearly displays his overriding concern 
with the process of innovation, as an essential part of liter- 
ary endeavour. 

Allen addresses a number of thematic questions -- all of 
which tie in to the concept of change: Is the Arabic novel 
imported? How do political and social realities affertthe 
themes and narrative techniques of literature? Must a nov- 
elist be politically committed? How have Arab writers 
experimented with style and content? Who are the new 
voices in Arabic fiction? Do tradition and modernity con- 
flict, or can they be synthesised? 

Alien does not dispute the noted Saudi writer 'Abd Al- 
Rahman Munif 's claim that: “The Arabic novel has no her- 
itage.” since classical tales, like Thousand And Gp e Nights, 
were part of an essentially oral, not written, tradition. Allen 
traces the novel's roots to the prose writing of the Arab 
Revival (Al-Nahdah) of the late 19th century, which 
reflected intellectuals’ encounters with Western culture, as 
well as then efforts to revive the classics of their own 
region Arab "novelists continued this long tradition of util- 
ising travel ro the West as a means of exploring their own 
sense of identity and that of their nation, society, and cul- 
ture" tpp. 88-89). In short, the Arabic novel appears .to be 
the result of the cross-fertilisation of cultures which 
Edward Said dealt with in his book. Culture And 
Imperialism. If the European novel was bom into a world 
of urbanisation, the spread of capitalism, overseas empires 
and the middle class, much the same applies to the Arab 
novel, but at a belated pace and with the realities of empire 
experienced from the other side of the divide. While some 
Arab novelists have used comparison with the West to point 


Besides surveying the progression of the 
Arabic novel through successive historical 
and literary stages, from its beginnings 
early m this century, until 1990, Allen 
analyses the themes and narrative tech- 
niques used in 12. representative works: 
Najib Mahfonz's “Thartharah Fawq Al- 
Ml” (Adrift on the Nile); Ghassan 
Kanafani ’s “Ma Tabaqqa La-Kum” (All 
That-s I^eft To You); Halim Barakat’s 
“Awdat AI-Ta’ir Ha Al-Bahr” (Days of 
Dust); Al-Tayyib Salih’s “Mawsim Al- 
Hijrah Ha Al-ShamaT (Season of 
Migration to the North); ‘Abd Al-Hakim 
Qasiin’s “Ayymn Al-Insan Al-Sab’ah” 
(The Seven Days of Man); Jabra Ibrahim 
jabra’s “Al-Saflnah” (The Ship); Isma’il 
Fahd Isma’il ’s “Quartet”: ■ s Kanat Ai- 


Sama 1 Zarqa” (The Sky Was Blue), “Al- 
Mustanqa’at Al-Daw’iyyah” (The Light- 
Swamps), ‘‘AI-Habl” (The Rope), “Al- 
Difaf Al-Ukhra” (Other Shores); Jamal 
Al-Ghitani’s “Al-Zayni Barakat (Zayni 
Barakat); Emile HabibFs “Al-Waqa’i AI- 
Gharibah Fi-Ikhtifa’ Sa’id Abi AI-Nahs 
Al-Mutasha’il” (The Secret Life Of Saeed, 
Ill-Fated Pessoptimist); Abd Al-Rahman 
Mumf 7 s “Al-Nihayat” (Endings); Hanan 
Al-Shaykh’s “Hikayat Zahrah” (The 
Story Of Zahra); and Ibrahim Al-Kuni’s 
4< Nazif Al-Hajar” (When The Stone 
Bleeds). (Note: The English book titles 
above are those of the published English 
editions, and not necessarily literal trans- 
lations of the original Arabic titles). 


to the lack of freedom in their own society, others, such as 
Hana Minah and Tayyib A1 Salih, have depicted the conflict 
inherent in encounters with the West. 

By concentrating on the city, most Arabic novels have 
emulated “at leasr the initial stages in the development of 
most of the Western novel traditions" (p. 223). Yet Allen is 
always on the look-out for change. He singles out Ibrahim 
Al-Kuni and Munif fqr departing from this milieu to depict 
the desert, defending the latter from Western critics, like 
John Updike, who found MuniFs narrative style more like 
a "campfire story" than a novel. To Allen, on the contrary. 
Munif ’s style matches his themes. Moreover, “it is precise- 
ly the introduction of elements from the indigenous narra- 
tive tradition... that constitutes one of the principal features 
of innovation in the Arabic novel in recent years" (p. 230). 

The Arab revival’s return to ancient heritage produced 
historical novels and romanticism. Later, the political and 
social conflicts of the national independence phase pro- 
pelled realism to the fore. Allen credits the spread of the 
social -realist novel primarily to “the genius and industry" 
of Najib Mahfouz, whose Trilogy "moved the genre in 
Arabic to a completely new plateau..." (pp. 112. 114). 
While romanticism was partially eclipsed, “the use of his- 
rory and historical texts" is still “a prominent feature of 
much contemponny and modernist Arabic fiction, but the 
generic purpose of such works has changed considerably" 
(p. 67). This can be seen in post- 1967 novels, such as Jamal 


Al-Ghitani’s Zayni Barakat, which returns to the 1 6th cen- 
tury Egyptian defeat by the Ottoman army, bul with a mod- 
ern style and purpose: To critique the Nasser regime with- 
out directly mentioning its name. AJ-Ghitani views the nov- 
elist as “a very particular kind of historian" who “records 
tilings that are not mentioned in the writings of historians, 
the pages of newspapers... His task is to presene the par- 
ticular temporal period from oblivion, from the relentless 
process of eradication within that fearsome cosmic void 
culled time” Ip. 197). 

The sense of anger and betrayal that followed the 1967 
defear spawned novels of criticism and alienation. It 
brought the issue of commitment to the fore. Novelist and 
:• jciologist Halim Barakat stated this priority unequivocal- 
ly: “A writer could not be a part of Arab society and yet not 
concern himself with change" (p. 69). Social realism also 
met its fate in 1 967, as novelists began searching for alter- 
native styles: “Reality- itself was so completely shattered 
that, for many authors, attempts at imposing :ui external 
and authorised organising vision on their fictional imagin- 
ings became an impossibility" (p. 120). 

While Najib Mahfouz’s post- 1967 works reflect primari- 
ly the sense of alienation, other writers like Jabra Ibrahim 
Jabra and Ghassan Kanafani used symbolism, multiple nar- 
rative voices and other innovative techniques to reflect both 
alienation from the status quo and commitment to the 
Palestinian cause. Taking Palestinians who remained in 


Israel as his subject. Emile Habibi made “a quite unique j 
contribution to modem Arabic fiction” with the “sardonic 1 
wit" and "intertextual feast" of his novel The Secret Life Of I 
Saeed. the Ill-Fated Pessoptimist tpp. 73-74). To Habibi. 
sarcasm “allows for the expression of a tragedy that is too 
great for this human conscience to endure" tp. 22 1 ). 

Repression is another reason for the heavy reliance on 
symbolism by many Arab novelists and for the prevalence 
of ambiguity and of alienation as a theme. "In societies 
where the power of the word is well understood and care- 
fully monitored, novel writing becomes an act of adventure 
and courage” ip. 125). Allen quotes the Syrian novelist and 
critic ‘Abd Al-Nabi Hijazi. who described novel writing as 
a confrontation with "the self, society and the authorities" 
ip. 127). While literature publication has suffered in innu- 
merable ways from the lack of freedom of expression, nov- 
elists have managed to challenge the status quo. Some have 
written directly of their experience in prison, or with the j 
secret police, whom Jabra described so aptly in his novel. 
Al-Bahth ‘An Walid Mas'ud. as “men in neat civilian suits 
walking to and fro like a thousand shuttles on a thousand 
looms, hauling off to the centres of darkness people by the 
tens and hundreds” tp. 5S). 

Allen is also alert to the new trends of the 80s, such as 
Ibrahim Nasrallah's mix of reality and fantasy in Prairies 
Of Fever. Ilyas Khuri 's randomly and rapidly shifting nar- 
rative to indicate the instability in Lebanon that he writes 
about, and the Algerian Rashid Abu Jadra's use of many 
layers of consciousness. In discussing the new voices in 
Arabic fiction. Allen reviews the works of new women 
writers like Sahar Khalifah, Liyanuh Badr and Nuwal Al- 
Sa'dawi. He devotes special attention to Hanan Al- 
Shaykh’s The Story Of Zahra: “This novel represents an 
important step in the developing process whereby Arab 
women are using fictional genres to portray their status, 
their emotions, and their aspirations in ways that are 
increasingly frank and experimental" (pp. 243-4). 

Allen concluded the first (1982) edition of this book by 
analysing Endings bv ‘Abd AJ-Rahman Munif. then rela- 
tively little-known, but who has gained an international 
reputation in the interim. In this second edition, he con- 
cludes with Ibrahim Al-Kuni ’s When The Stone Bleeds, 
terming it “a unique and innovative combination of the 
most traditional and modem." Allen classifies this novel in 
what novelist and critique Edwar Al-Kharrat describes as 
“the conieniporary-rnyihical current, which resorts to leg- 
end. fantasy, (and) folktale... in a contemporary or histori- 
cal setting.” 

Allen appears ro concur with Al-Kharrat's evaluation that 
this is the most complex trend in Arabic literaiure today and 
the “richest in promise and achievement" ip. 256). 

Sally Bland. 
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On ergonomics and comfort And the spin doctors said 


• •• 


By Jean-claude Elias 

IN THE LATE eighties the negative effect on pregnant 
women of the electromagnetic radiation emitted by com- 
puter monitors created a worldwide concern about the 
potential dangers of operating PCs. No direct proof was 
produced ar thar rime to confirm the above allegation. 
Those who conducted studies on the subject never reached 
a clear conclusion. Most of them, however, agreed to say 
that if not because of the radiation itself, computers were 
hazardous anyway to pregnant women if only for the psy- 
chological and overall physical stress they are subjected to 
when working for long hours on the machines. 

The issue had two positive consequences that came as a 
benefit not only to pregnant women but to all PC users. 
New computer screens are now manufactured with very 
strict specifications for low radiation. The level of electro- 
magnetism they emit is well below the safety line for 
human beings, even after six or eight hours of continuous 
work. From optional, luxury products a few years ago, low 
radiation monitors have now become the de-facto stan- 
dard. Users who would stare for hours and hours at an old 
type monitor would regularly complain of severe 
headache. These symptoms seem to have been drastically 
reduced thanks to the low radiation models. 

The second consequer^ce of the ‘■pregnant women" story 
was the sudden increased general awareness about health 
and ergonomic issues related to intensive computer usage. 
Beyond the negative effect of monitors, manufacturers 
and users alike started to worry about what seemed trivial 
before — sitting position, the shape of the keyboard, 
placement of the mouse and even the ambient noise gen- 
erated by the PC's cooling fan and the hard disk’s motor 
rotation. 

Perhaps the question of the sitting position was the eas- 
iest to tackle. Indeed it was no different from the tradi- 
tional typist’s problem. In the early enthusiasm for com- 
puter tchnology. this obvious question had only been for- 
gotten at the beginning. Nowadays, even if we do not 
always abide by the rule, we know that we need to adopt 
a correct sitting position — shape, height, chair — if we 
want to avoid backaches. 

More recently Microsoft has introduced a model of “nat- 
ural keyboard." Contrary to the usual straight model, it h3s 
a curved shape that is supposed to match our hands natur- 
al position and therefore reduce the fatigue that can be the 



result of long hours of typing. But whether because it is a 
bit too original or simply because we are not used to it yet, 
Microsoft's new keyboard hasn't won unanimous 
approval for the time being. 

Perhaps the computer element that has seen the most 
incredible variety of designs is the mouse. Sometimes 
more an artist’s highly creative rendition than truly func- 
tional objects, PC mice come in all shapes and colours. 
They can have one, two or three burtons. They can be 
wired or cordless. They can have curved buttons for our 
fingers to rest on or smooth buttons for easier sliding. 
They caij be smooth or hard to click. They can be small or 
big — though they are all supposed to fit inside a human 
hand. There is no well defined standard for the shape of 
the mouse. Unlike their natural keyboard. Microsoft have 
a winner with their “Serial Mouse 2.0A." The simplest of 
them all, it has also proven in the past two or three years, 
that it is the most accurate, the most comfortable and die 
most reliable. 

If questions like the monitor, the mouse, the keyboard 
and the way we sit to work with a PC have or are being 
addressed, nobody seems to do anything about the noise 
problem. Maybe because those who suffer from it are but 
a minority — those who work for long hours at night or in 
a quiet environment where every noise can be beard. This 
shouldn't make the issue less important. Noise pollution is 
a serious problem. It has recently been proven that many 
people suffer from this type of pollution without even 
being conscious of its cause. 

Monitors, mice, keyboards and other PC components 
will keep improving to become even friendlier and more 
comfortable to work with. To better fit our human envi- 
ronment, PCs should also be as silent as possible. Maybe 
someone in the computer industry will listen. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY 



Thursday, February 13, 1997 

0 Holy Koran 

5 Cartoon (Ovide & The Gang & Raw 
Toonage) 

0 Curiosity Show 

0 They Came From Outer Space & N.B.A. 

Basketball 
D News Flash 

2 Out Of This World 

J French Programmes 

3 Le Journal 

5 Magazine — Atomes Crochus 

3 News Headlines 

5 Parenthood 

3 Cinema. Cinema, Cinema 

3 Babylon-5 

3 Kung Fu-The Legend Continues 

130 News In English 

25 Feature Film — Armed & Innocent 

Starring: Gerald McRaney & Kate Jackson 
00 Taratata 

Friday, February 14, 1997 

0 Holy Koran 

5 The Muppet Show 

5 Play about & Flintstones & See How They 

Grow 

K) French Programme 

K) Crystal Maze 

•0 News Flush 

•2 Science Encouclopedia (Doc.) 

>0 French Programmes 

10 Le Journal 

5 Magazine — Alio La Terre 

i() News Headlines 

15 America's Funniest Home Videos 

KJ You Bet Your Life 

10 Babylon 5 

0 Hunter 

:00 News In English 

:25 Feature Rim — The Boy who Drank Too 
Much 

Starring: Scot Baio & Lance Kenvin 

Saturday, February 15, 1997 

0 Holy Koran 

)8 Mickey & Donald Adventures 

0 Moonrin (Cartoon) 

O French Programme 

t0 Gillette (Sports) 

0 Guide To The LIniverse (Doc.) 

30 News Rash 

5 Blue Heelers (Drama) 

0 French Programme 

Serie — Jack 
0 Le Journal 

5 Magazine — Ziva 

0 News Headlines 

5 Hanging With Mr. Cooper 

0 Magazine - 01 (Doc.) 

0 Prism (Local Talk Show) 

0 Lois & Clark — The New Adventures Of 
Superman 

00 News In English 

25 Macgyver 

00 Feature Rim — A Breed Apart — P.G.V. 

Starring: Rutger Hauer & Kathleen Turner 

Sunday, February 16, 1997 

0 Holy Koran 

S Jonny Quest (Cartoon) 

0 Problem Child (Cartoon) 

0 French Programme 

0 Global Family (Doc.) 

0 Deap Water Haven 

0 News Rash 

2 Our World, Their world (Doc.) 

5 All Our Children 

0 French Programme 

Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 
0 Le Journal 

5 Magazine — Sports £t Musique 


:30 News Headlines 

:35 Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 

1:00 World Echo (Doc.0 

!:30 Mini Series — Babylon-5 

1 0 Tycoons (Doc.) 

0:00 News In English 

0:25 Hot Shots 

1 :00 New Soap Opera (Sisters) 

2:00 Yes Minister? (Comedy) 

Monday, February 17, 1997 

00 Holy Koran 

08 Muppet Show 

30 Captain Planet (Cartoon) 

00 French Programmes 

00 Nature's Inventions 

30 Deep Water Haven 

00 News Rash 

02 American Chart Show 

00 French Programme — Magazine 

Science — Cinq Sur Cinq 
:30 News Headlines 

:35 Roseanne (Comedy) 

:00 Discover Magazine — Sources Of Energy 

:30 Babylon-5 (Science Fiction) 

:I0 Extreme 

0:00 News In English 

0:25 Under Suspicion) 

1 :00 Hunter (Police Drama) 

2:00 Dad's Army (Comedy) 

Tuesday, February 18, 1996 

(:00 Holy Koran 

!:08 Budgie — The Little Helicopter 

1:30 Flintstones 

:00 French Programme 

■:00 Super Sport Follies 

:30 Dog House 

:00 News Rash 

:02 Fun With Physics 

:15 Album Show 

:30 I Love Lucy 

i:00 French Programme 

Serie — La Lumiere Des Justes 
15 Magazine — Extra Large 

30 News Headlines 

35 Murphy Brown 

00 Super Stars Of Action — Eddie Murphy 

30 Encounter (Local Talk Show) 

1 0 Lost Civilisations — Aegean — Legacy Of 
Atlantis 

0:00 News In English 

0:25 Snowy River 

2:00 Mission Impossible 

Wednesday, February 19, 1997 

00 Holy Koran 

08 The Muppet Show ■ 

30 Cartoon (Adventures On The Rainbow Pond) 
00 French Programme 

00 Earth Revealed (Doc.) 

30 Escape From Jupiter 

00 News Rash 

02 Challenge (Doc.) 

15 Medicine Woman 

00 French Programme 

Document — Ushuaia 
00 Le Journal 

1 5 Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
30 News Headlines 

35 Grace Under Rre 

00 Varieties 

30 Challenges 

10 Spencher For Hire 

0:00 News In English 

0:25 Cobra 

1 :00 Han To Hart 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

THEY SAID that their interests should come well before 
those of the people they were supposed to represent. 

Well, maybe they did not quite come out to say this, but 
the messages that they had been sending out lately to an 
uneasy electorate seem to indicate something to that 
effect; the glorification of tribalism at the expense of polit- 
ical maturity, and maintaining existing privileges, and 
skirmishes. 

They said that they want to remain where they are, but 
we say that we can do without thosa familiar old faces and 
their same old slogans that are often about personal glory, 
and the glory of the tribe, rather than the glory of the 
nation. 

Yet. and taking the long view, there are several ways of 
filling in the time before the next election. One is to put 
your head in the sand and pretend it may never happen. 
Another is to shrug your shoulders and say that it will not 
make a lot of difference — as much of the electorate 
seems to be doing. Another approach is to get so terribly 
excited that you even start speculating over what the elec- 
tion manifestos may be considering the recent develop- 
ments. 

Or, you could forget about all of this and turn to the more 
stimulating aspects of our lives that are of great impor- 
tance to the future of our children. Take children’s books 
for example. 

. These, in the past, were the products of a stable middle- 
, class society in which the daddy, though always a shad- 
owy figure, could be expected to have a steady job and 
1 always hang on to a pipe in his fist. 

All this has now vanished. Children’s writers now have 
no room for the loveable child because the idea of that 
dreamy, socially static childhood simply does not fit in a 
world of technological change that is, generally speaking, 
uncertain in its future. 

Nowadays, children are seen in the light of what they are 



likely to become in later life and in terms of what they are 
going to cost their parens. Accordingly, they are no longer 
allowed to indulge in simple old-fashioned games. 

It is therefore becoming quite difficult to find books 
about happy children these days. Once upon a time, it was 
the children who had all the fan. while now. it is just as 
likely to be the adults. Add to this that the best friend in a 
children's book or film these days can easily be a murder- 
er or an arsonist, and that the domination of one child by 
another is a recurrent theme. 

Party manifestos are another thing that we can get excit- 
ed about, or not. This is because it seems that well organ- 
ised political parties with real grass -roots support are 
something that Jordan has decided it can do without. 

While parties around the world struggle with policies on 
minimum wage, the tax burden, strikes, inflation, electoral 
gimmicks, unemployment, schooling and pensions, we 
have to be content with bickering about issues that are 
generally of no concern to the life of the average citizen. 

An average citizen that many are quire happy to assign 
to a silent majority whenever issues of significance arise 
simply because here we are near the dawn of a new centu- 
ry and there still isn't, in Jordan, one reliable way to mea- 
sure public opinion about anything. And this is why the 
spin doctors will always role. 
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BRUSH YOUR MEMORY 
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YOUR MEMORY IS GOOD IF YOU SCORE 30 


There are forty-five things above. Take a brief glance, 
endeavouring to memorise them, then set the paper aside 
and write down the names of as many as you can remem- 
ber. 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

** Wait here until 1 come back. 

Intazir hona hatta a'oud. 

** I didn't find my servant at home. 

Lam ajed khademi ffl-baiL 


** Phone me at 10 a.m. 


It’tasil bee fil-aashira sabahan. 


** What are you doing now? 


MathataTal al-aan. 


** The bottle is full of oil. 

Al-zujaja malee’aton biz-zait. 

** Allow me to help you cany the bag. 

Esmah lee bemosa’adatika fee ham! al-haqiba. 

** Who has rung the bell? — Nobody. 

Man daqqal jarass? — La ahad, 

** I hope we can meet soon. 

Am ali an naltaqj qareeban. 


JOKES 


• FIRST WOMAN: “Why don’t you want to many, mv 
friend?” 

SECOND WOMAN: “I needn’t have to. I have got a 
dog that groans all day, a panot that never stops cursing 
and a tom-cat that spends all night outdoors.” 


* FORTUNER-TELLER: "You think of being married, 
don’t you?” 


YOUNG GIRL: “Is there anything more you want to 


FORTUNE-TELLER: “You'll certainly marry." 

YOUNG GIRL: “Thai's very good. How many times, 
please?" 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. Give ten phrases containing the word “white.’ 


2. Which of the following are explosives? — DNB, gun- 
cotton. cordite, cannonite, lyddite, amatol, gelignite, glyc- 
erine, TNT, DNT. 


3. Where are Colombia. District of Columbia, British 
Columbia, Colombo and Columbia River? 


4. Who were the THREE MAGI? What gifts did they 
bring? To whom? 


5. Name FIVE gambling games in which cards are not 
used. 


PUZZLES 


(A) INSERT THE MISSING NUMBERS: 


16 15 17 14 ? 

32 33 31 34 ? 


(B) FIT THE WORDS: 
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Hungarian film industry perks up with Evita 


ft SIDE 


By Michael Roddy 
Rearer 

BUDAPEST — The mgvie 
industry of Hungary, a 
country more famous for its 
filmmakers than its films, is 
getting a lift from the suc- 
cess of Evita — a story 
about Argentina with a heart 
of goulash. 

Since the film version of 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
musical with Madonna as 
Argentina's Eva Peron was 
filmed in large part in 
Budapest last year, people 
in the Hungarian film indus- 
try say there is increased 
interest in Budapest as a 
film backdrop, and as a citv 
teeming with filmmaking 
talent 

“Ten years ago nobody 
was even talking about the 
film industry here but now it 
is moving," said Gyorgy 
Horvath, who runs one of 
the city's many art movie 
houses. 

“Now there is great inter- 
est in our animators, our 
studios, even in making 
commercials.” 

Last year, a five-minute 
short by 22-year-oJd Hun- 
garian film student Marcell 
Tvany won a Golden Palm at 
the Cannes Film Festival. 

And film industry sources 
say that Evita producer 
Andrew Vajna, who was 


bom in Hungary, is plan- 
ning to make a film in 
Hungary, with Hungarian 
stars. 

The Hungarian capital is 
still a long way from laying 
claim to the title of ■‘Holly- 
wood on the Danube," but 
there was a new sense of 
optimism in the industry as 
the 28th Hungarian Him 
Festival opened this week- 
end. 

Some 25 feature films, 40 
documentaries and 20 ex- 
perimental films will be 
shown to an audience con- 
sisting of film buffs, Hun- 
gary's intellectual elite and 
film critics from throughout 
the world. 

“You will see that in these 
five days in February, you 
cannot believe that so many 
people are interested in 
films." said Zsolt Kezdi- 
Kovacs. a director and one 
of the festival organisers. 

“This is like many of the 
other 550 small film festi- 
vals around the world each 
year. It is an event wher£ 
our films, which are not 
industrial products, can be 
shown.” 

As in other formerly 
Communist East European 
countries. Hungary’s film 
industry has been hurt by 
the transition to a market 
economy, which has meant 
a cut in state subsidies and 


forced filmmakers to 
become more cbmpetitive. 

■There is no capital, no 
investment money for Films 
in Hungary," lamented di- 
rector Peter Bacso, whose 
new film Gullibles And 
Gangsters is being shown at 
the festival. 

“Every director here has 
to be a lone wolf, finding 
money.” he said. 

But somehow enough mo- 
ney is coming through the 
pipeline so that Hungarian 
film production is on the 
rise. According to the Cul- 
ture and Education Mi- 
nistry, 19 new Hungarian 
films were shown in cine- 
mas in 1996, compared with 
nine the year before. 

That is a drop in the ocean 
compared to the hundreds of 
films Hollywood produces a 
year, but Hungary perhaps 
has a leg up on other East 
European countries when it 
conies to filmmaking. 

Several of the big name 
producers or directors of 
Hollywood in the 1930s and 
‘40s, among them Para- 
mount Studio chief Adolph 
Zukor and directors Alexan- 
der Korda and George 
Cukor, were Hungarians. 

Some of the world’s top 
cinematographers, among 
them Vilmos Zsigmond, are 
Hungarians cfrid Hungarian 
film schools are held in high 


esteem within the industry. 

Hungarian films have nor 
generally been big hits our- 
side of Hungary and occa- 
sionally Europe, but people 
in the Hungarian film indus- 
try think that could be about 
to change. 

“People are looking now 
for films that are talking 
about something unique, 
where there is really some- 
thing interesting in them." 
said movie house director 
Horvath. “For the last few 
years there have been a lot 
of action movies, but now 
everybody is waiting for a 
kind of Romantic turnback. 
It doesn’t have to be some- 
thing with big sets and big 
costumes — could just be a 
couple, here in Hungary.” 

And Director Janos Szasz, 
whose film The Witman 
Boys is being shown at the 
festival, said the involve- 
ment of people like Vajna in 
Hungary could give a big 
boost to the local industry. 

“If they are making popu- 
lar movies—then I think that 
the wave of people who are 
going to those kinds of films 
will also go to our films, 
which are not popular or 
funny, but give people 
something to think about,” 
he said. 



Actress Madonna is shown as she stars as Argentina’s controversial and charismatic Eva 
Peron in Hollywood PicturesVCinergi Pictures’ Evita (Reuter photo) 
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Toon Town’ gives African artists a break 


By Clotaire Achi 
Reuter 

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast — 
On the fringe of one of Afr- 
ica’s more modem cities, 
Walt Disney's Mickey 
Mouse and Donald Duck 
mb shoulders with Simba 
the Lion King, his wicked 
Uncle Scar and veteran Bel- 
gian cartoon character Tin 
Tin. 

It’s a veritable “Toon 
Town” right on the doorstep 
of Ivory Coast’s commercial 
capital Abidjan. . a city 
graced with imposing admi- 
nistrative tower blocks and 
a futuristic cathedral. 

The brightly painted ply- 
wood cut-outs, which find 
their way into children’s 
bedrooms or children's hos- 
pital wards, provide dozens 
of young artists with a way 
of scratching a living in a 
continent where jobs are 
often hard to find. 

Roadside artists are not 
unique to Ivory Coast, the 
world’s largest cocoa pro- 
ducer. They proliferate 
throughout Africa. 

But with Ivory Coast en- 
joying an economic upturn. 


those on the road to the for- 
mer French colonial capital 
and seaside town of Grand 
Bass am are managing to 
make ends meet. 

“sometimes I earn a lot, 
sometimes I earn a little but 
this is my job and 1 am 
happy with what I earn,” 
says Prince, a roadside artist 
whose real name is Koua 
Eugene. 

His cut-outs sell for 1.500 
to 2,000 CFA francs ($3 or 
$41 each. They work out 
cheaper if you buy in bulk. 

Prince, one of a string of 
artists on the road east out 
of town, employs appren- 
tices and has helped spawn 
a roadside industry. 

“I started doing this job 
14 years ago and I have 
trained a lot of people, both 
older and youngsters. As 
soon as you finish training 
them they run their own 
shop," he says. 

Good business 

Whenever a new Disney 
film hits the world’s 
screens, new faces join the 
collection of cartoon char- 
acters clustered either side 



Esmeralda (centre) with the Hunchback in Walt Disney's animated cartoon movie The Hunchback Of Notre Dame 
(Reuter photo) 

of the road to Grand Bas- haunt for Abidjan residents alike. the Little Mermaid as well 

sam, a frequent weekend — Ivorians or expatriates Pocohbntas is there, so's as old favourites such as 


Mickey and Minnie and Do- 
nald Duck and Goofy. 

The Hunchback and his 
Esmeralda — whose voice 
is that of Demi Moore in the 
film — are the latest arri- 
vals. nestling among garish- 
ly painted butterflies and 
chunky trucks and aero- 
planes modelled in wood. 

"People like Wall Disney 
a lot and so do I. People 
bring along the model they 
want me to draw.” Prince 
says. 

His clients were initially 
Europeans or Americans but 
he says that Africans are 
now taking a much greater 
interest in his cut-outs. 
"Now everybody wants 
them." 

Antoine Kouakou, one of 
Prince’s apprentices, wel- 
comes the chance to earn his 
living in a city where many 
in the teeming populous 
suburbs turn to crime. 

“It is better to earn a living 
from a job. Theft and 
aggression are not a good 
thing, not a job." he says. 

In Zaire's capital Kinsha- 
sa, another group of artists 
work in wire. For them, it's 
a different story. 


The capital ul the sprawl- 
ing centra! African country 
is in the grip of an econom- 
ic crisis heightened by civil 
war iu the cad. 

The wire, scavenged from 
car workshops, old fridges 
among other plaees. i> 
worked into the slupe n| 
planes, helicopters, ears, 
bicycles, birds, scorpions. 

Rocky, one ol the wire 
artists, says his cars can earn 
him several million a day — 
hut that is several million 
zaires which are worth all of 
150.000 to the U.S. dollar. 

"I can sell my cars and 
earn two to three million 
zaires tup to S2lh and of 
course it is not enough to 
make a living." he says. 
Martin M bongo, an onlook- 
er. agrees. 

Having said that, competi- 
tion is intense. "There are a 
lot of people who do the 
same things as we do." says 
Antoine Olnmo. another 
artist. 

But fortunately they live 
in a different area of the 
town. 


Disaster film explosion begins 


Indian film relives Punjab revolt 


with Dante’s Peak volcano epic 


By Lynn Elber 
The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Bell-bottom pants have made a dubi- 
ous comeback in the United States. So has disco. Now. 
Hollywood is delving into the spirit of the 1970s with dis- 
aster movies — and betting big on the outcome. 

Beginning with this weekend’s debut of the volcano epic 
Dante's Peak, a horde of- supercharged special-effects films 
will test the limits of audience fascination with mass 
destruction. 

Movie studios are spending hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars on the genre, with the risk of their own disaster at the 
box office. 

“Nobody wants to make a big disaster movie, a disaster 
disaster movie,” said Roger Donaldson, who directed 
Pierce Brosnan. Linda Hamilton and a digitally created 
mountain with a temper in Dante's Peak. 

Last Spring's Twister was just the tip of the iceberg (not the 
one that sunk the Titanic, although there’s a film about that, 
tooj. Audiences in 1997 are getting not one. but two volcanoes, 
that killer ice chunk and one deadly flood — so far. i 

“It is the only movie with a flood in it. but God only 
knows,” said Mark Gordon, co^producer of Rood, which 
stars Morgan Freeman and Christian Slater and is planned 
for a May release. 

Volcano, with Tommy Lee Jones caught up in a Los 
Angeles lava flow, is planned for spring after losing a heat- 
ed race with Dante’s Peak to be first in theatres. 

Titanic, the oft-told tale of the ill-fated luxury liner, this 
time starring Leonardo Dicaprio, Kate Winslet and 
Twister’s Bill Paxton, will be out in summer. 

(Even television is getting in on the acL There s the 
miniseries Asteroid on NBC and the ABC movie Volcano: 
Fire On The Mountain.) 

While studio executives dream of Twister-sized profits — - 
the film has grossed $242 million domestically there s 
a nightmare alternative: Daylight, the Sylvester Stallone 
trapped- in-a- tunnel film, has made just $32 million so far. 

Good enough for 1970s Irwin Allen-produced epics such 
as The Poseidon Adventure and Towering inferno, but not 
when the stakes have been raised by 1990s production and 
promotion costs that can soar to $100 million-plus. 

Advanced special effects, key to the success of any action 
film these days, contribute to the inflated budgets. They 
also are behind the resurgence of such films. 

“Pan of the reason all the studios went back to disaster 
movies is they thought, l oh, we can really make this look 
coo!. 1 “ said Les Bohem, who wrote both Da., .’gnt and 


Dante's Peak. 

“It's the same reason they went back to the dinosaur 
movie or the Martian-attack movie.” 

Bohem himself was sucked in by the potential for awe-' 
some imagery after seeing a National Geographic 
Magazine article detailing a volcanic eruption. 

“The centerfold photo was of a truck being chased by a 
pyroclastic cloud," he recalled. “I really wanted to go to a 
theatre and see that." 

Such a vast, fast-moving cloud of gases, ash and rock frag- 
ments is part of the climax of Dame’s Peak. The movie also 
offers up an eye-popping array of earthquakes, lava flows, 
boiling hot springs and acidic, flesh-dissolving lakes. 

But Bohem contends that effects cannor guarantee a good 
movie. 

"The problem has always been the bigger your disaster, the 
harder it is to wedge in an interesting story about interesting 
characters," he said. "There’s a point at which the flood just 
washes away all your characters or it’s more interesting l«? 
watch the Titanic sink than worry about who’s on board.” I 

Perhaps that's partly why some filmmakers are quick to 
distance themselves from the disaster pack, as with flood’s 
Gordon and his co-producer, Gary Levinsohn. 

"That's one of the hardest challenges we have with the pic- 
ture." Mr. Levinsohn said. "We are working incredibly hard to 
position it so that the first question everybody asks is not, 
‘there are six disaster films. How do you feel about that?"’ 

Ok, so why is Rood more than the sum of its disaster parts? 

‘There’s a great tradition of those Irwin Allen movies ... 
but that wasn't what we were trying to do.” Gordon said. 
"We were trying to tell a great story and set it in a flood, as 
opposed to saying, ‘let’s do a movie about a flood and try 
to figure out a story’ for iL'” 

Filmmakers also may chafe at being lumped in with so- 
called “popcorn movies,” the kind critics condemn as visu- 
ally spectacular but undemanding intellectually. 

No less a figure than George Lucas, however, argues that 
popcorn films — including his newly re-released 1977 space 
adventure Star Wars” — contribute to a balanced film indus- 
try. 

“Popcorn movies and the amount of revenue they’ve gen- 
erated has allowed theatre owners to build more multiplex- 
es, and allowed the kind of art films once shown in obscure 
an houses to come into the mainstream ” Lucas said. 

More quality dramas like Secrets And Lies or Dead Man 
Walking are more widely distributed now, he said, as pop- 
corn pictures “have made the industry strong enough to be 
very diverse.” 


By Clarence Fernandez 
Reiner 

BOMBAY — A film por- 
traying a decade-old sepa- 
ratist movement in India's 
rich northern farming state 
of Punjab has revived slow- 
ly-fading memories of fear 
and violence as voters pre- 
pare ro go to the polls. 

Millions of Indians are 
humming music from 
“Maachis” (Matchsticks). a 
film in Hindi about a young 
man pulled by the police 
torture of a friend into the 
vortex of an abortive inde- 
pendence movement which 
raged in Punjab in the 
1980s. 

The story revolves around 
Kirpal. a young Sikh played 
sensitively by freshman 
actor Chandrachud Singh. 

Kirpal and his childhood 
friend Jaswanl Singh's 
mundane farming lives are 
shattered when two police 
officers come calling in 
their Punjab village to ask if 
they are harbouring a Sikh 
insurgent known as Jimmy. 

Jaswant is taken away for 
questioning, and returns 
two weeks later, severely 
wounded by police torture. 
The trauma drives Kirpal 
underground into a shad- 
owy group of militants. 

The movie is replete with 
bittersweet ironies. 

Sanatan. Hindu leader of a 
militant hit squad, seeks 
revenge for a brother killed 
in anti-Sikh riots in New 
Delhi in 19S4 after former 
Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi's assassination by 
two Sikh bodyguards. 

Hindu families in Punjab 
traditionally baptised their 
eldest sons as Sikhs, under- 


lining close lies between the 
communities that were 
strained by the Sikh revolt. 
The ties have blurred for 
Sanatan. who plants a bomb 
in a bus packed with Hin- 
dus. 

Kirpal kills one of the two 
police officers who tortured 
Jaswanl. bur botches a bid 
to get the other officer, a 
tough young professional 
who would rather be a poet 
than a policeman. 

"In virtually every urban 
centre of Punjab where the 
film has been released, it's 
been declared u runaway hit.” 
the weekly newsmagazine 
Outlook said recently. 

''Highly romanticised, 
overflowing with lyricism... 
but in the end benumbingfy 
close-to-the-bone for peo- 
ple who actually lived 
through the violence, the 
terrorist strikes and the 
bloody police encounters, 
(in has struck a chord." 

More than 20.000 people 
were killed as Indian police 
battled to quell the bloody 
rebellion by Sikh religious 
separatists. 

Gandhi was killed four 
months after ordering 
troops into the holiest Sikh 
shrine, the Golden Temple, 
to flush out militants. 

State elections were held 
in 1992 after containing the 
guerrillas. But violence 
erupted again in 1995 when 
a bomb killed the state’s 
chief minister. Beant Singh. 

Bombay film producers 
estimate "Maachis" has 
earned about 28 million 
rupees (S782.000) since its 
release 14 weeks ago. 
Seven of 15 film prims were 
being shown in Punjab. 


where it was used as a pro- 
paganda tool by the pro- 
separatist Akuli Dal party. - 

But Indian political par- 
ties of both the right and the 
left, who fear “Maachis" 
will infuse new life into a 
dying revolt, say it glamor- 
ises terrorism. Some have 
demanded it be banned. 

“We wanted it recast 
because it ends up blaming 
the police and government 
on all counts, and exoner- 
ates the terrorists, showing 
them as Robin Hoods." said 
K.R. Malkani. a spokesman 
for the Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party • — 
which, again ironically, is 
allied with the Akali Dal in 
the Punjab polls. 

Punjab was sensitised 
anew before Feb. 7 elec- 
tions by the film’s emotive 
imagery, he said, adding: 
“the government has or- 
dered DCs (District Com- 
missioners/ to step in and 
ban the film iT they perceive 
it as a law and order prob- 
lem.” Mr. Malkani added. 

R.V. Pandit, a maverick 
65-year-old publisher 
whose first foray into film- 
making has proved a suc- 
cess, said Maachis does not 
glorify the terrorist, but 
does just the opposite. 

‘Terrorism is always self- 
defeating. The leaders sur- 
vive. but the foot soldiers 
lay down their lives. It has 
happened ever)' where in the 
world — Palestine, Latin 
America. Ireland.” 

Indeed, towards the end. 
Maachis portrays the lender 
of the separatist team escap- 
ing scot-free, leaving all the 
rest dead. 

“When I saw it I didn't 


think it \va> biased cither 
wav." said Bombay film cri- 
tic Deepa Gahlot. "h Joes 
trivialise the prohlem a little. 
It didn't go hack into hisioiy 
at all. or offer perspective. 1 
don't blame it. because as a 
commercial offering, one 
can't expect all that." 

Law enforcement officials 
see it with different eyes. 

“Whichever film tries to 
add a little glamour or draw 
sympathy for a terrorist, is 
wrong." said A llab Khan, 
who led ilie anti -terrorist 
squad of the Bombay police 
in operations against Sikh 
separatists working in In- 
dia's commercial capital. 

“|I have dealt with many 
terrorists." Mr. Khan added. 
“As far as I could see. 
per cent indulge in forms of 
extortion and violence be- 
cause they are pure and sim- 
ple criminals. Few had mo- 
tivation in terms of cause or 
ideology." 

Ms. Gahlot saw a rising 
trend among Indian film- 
makers to cast terrorists as 
villains. 

"Hindi films over a period 
of time in their own silly way 
tend to reflect w hat's happen- 
ing. At one time, it was all 
drug dealers and gunrunners, 
now they're terrorists. In all 
now the villain is a terrorist, 
selling drugs over the bor- 
der.” she said. 

Perspective and ideology 
apart, fpr film distributors the 
bottom line is whui matters. 
"This is a film for the gentry, 
not the masses." said one 
Bombay distributor who did 
not w ant to be identified. "It 
won't earn much, hut it will 
be safe. Distributors will 
make money on ii.” 
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Traditions leave Japanese Looking for American organ donors 


fsfews 


By Yuri Kageyama 

The Associated Press 

TOKYO — Masanori Suzu- 
ki says a prayer of gratitude 
every night for the kidney 
transplant he received in the 
United States 12 years ago. 

“It's as though I live with 
an American I don't even 
know. " sajd Suzuki. 54, one 
of the few Japanese to have 
had a transplant operation 
overseas. 

Hundreds of Japanese die 
each year awaiting heart and 
liver transplants, which are 
routine in the United States 
but are not done in Japan 
because of laws about when 
death occurs and traditions 


regarding human remains. 

Only one heart transplant 
has been performed in this 
country, and that was 30 
years ago. Patients can only 
get part of a liver from a liv- 
ing donor and hope it will 
grow in them. And only S00 
kidney transplants are done 
a year, most from living 
donors, compared to more 
than 10,000 a year in the 
United States. 

For Japanese in need of a 
heart or liver, the only glim- 
mer of hope may come from 
the few organs donated at 
one of the four U.S. military 
hospitals in Japan and trans- 
planted into Japanese 
patients. 


“It could be the break- 
through transplant,” said 
surgeon Hikaru Matsuda, 
the spokesman for 4,000 
doctors who want to per- 
form more transplant opera- 
tions in Japan. “We hope it 
will get people thinking 
about why we have to turn 
to a foreign country.” 

In the past two years, at 
least three Japanese have 
received transplants of kid- 
neys and a comea from U.S. 
military donors. 

The latest American organ 
donor was a 5-year-old boy 
who loved The Lion King, 
pizza and his rock, collec- 
tion. 


Alex Van Cleave, the son 
of a naval officer at the 
Yokosuka Base near Tokyo, 
died after an accidental fall 
while going to school four 
months ago. Two Japanese 
youngsters — one 10 years 
old, the other 19 — received 
his kidneys. 

Many surgeons hope the 
story of little AJex will help 
win over a skeptical 
Japanese public. 

There are no laws banning 
transplant operations in 
Japan, but there is a big 
obstacle: The definition of 
death. 

In Japan, death is declared 
after the heart stops beating. 


Bigger risks for smaller babies? 


RESEARCHERS WHO 
found statistical evidence 
that there is a link between 
small babies and the devel- 
opment of coronary Heart 
disease, diahetes and high 
blood pressure in later life, 
are now to investigate 
whether smaller babies are 
more likely to develop eye 
diseases. 

Two doctors at the En- 
vironmental Epidemiology 
Unit of the U.K. Medical 
Research Council based at 
Southampton University in 
southern England, have 
been given £182,000 back- 
ing by the Wellcome Trust 


to investigate whether the 
later life risks of small 
babies 'includes eye diseases 
such as cataract, glaucoma 
and macular degeneration 
of the retina. 

The present theory is that 
some diseases are •‘pro- 
grammed” by undemutri- 
tion and poor growth before 
birth, but epidemiologists 
have been unable to provide 
a link with eye diseases. 

In order to carry out such 
an investigation, the 
Southampton team needs to 
study people who are now 
old enough to be at risk 
from eye diseases and 


whose early growth and de- 
velopment has been record- 
ed. This will now be possi- 
ble following the discovery 
of a collection of unusually 
detailed birth records dating 
back to 1907 at the Jessop 
Hospital in Sheffield. 

The team. led by Dr. Nigel 
Hall, plans to study over 
700 men and women born at 
the hospital between 1926 
and 1931 to establish how 
patterns of growth before 
birth affect the structure and 
functioning of the eye and 
the risk of disease. A 
spokesman said: “It is 
hoped that the results of this 


study will open up new di- 
rections for research.” 
Cataract and macular de- 
generation of the retina are 
major causes of blindness. 
An estimated 16 million 
people worldwide are blind- 
ed by cataract In the U.K., 
replacing the cloudy lens 
with a clear plastic implant 
has become the commonest 
eye operation performed, 
but most cases of blindness 
occur in countries too poor 
to provide such surgery for 
more than a minority of suf- 
ferers — London Press 
Service. 


More diabetes genes found 


DIABETES HAS 3>een 
found to involve a network 
of genes that was previous- 
ly thought to play no role 
in the disease. 

Data collected from one 
particular family by Pro- 
fessor Robert Turner from 
the Oxford Diabetes Re- 
search Laboratories proved 
to be the key that led to the 
discoveiy by British scien- 
tists working with research 
teams from the U.S.. 
France, Denmark and Ja- 
pan. 

Diabetes is a very com- 
mon disease with a com- 
plex genetic basis and is 
classified into two types — 
an “earlier onset” disease 


that strikes people under 
the age of 20 and results 
from the auto-immune 
destruction of cells in the 
pancreas responsible for 
making and releasing 
insulin, and a “late onset” 
Type2 variant that occurs 
over the age of 40 and is 
caused by defects in 
insulin release and insulin 
action. 

The newly implicated 
genes were found as a 
result of studying rare 
groups of patients who 
have a severe earlier form 
of late onset diabetes, Dr. 
Roger Cox, leader of the 
research group - at the 
Oxford-based Centre for 


Human Genetics, said 
while it was now clear 
from their work that many 
genes were acting together 
to cause late onset dia- 
betes, in contrast the rarer 
of this form of diabetes 
was due to the action of 
single genes. 

The research has resulted 
in the identification of 
three types of rarer late 
onset diabetes, each caused 
by different genes. Dr. Cox 
explained: ‘The impor- 
tance of this discovery is 
that these genes also iden- 
tify a network of interact- 
ing genes which may have 
a role in regulating the 
secretion of insulin. This 


raises the possibility that 
any of these genes may 
have a role in causing 
other forms of late onset 
diabetes and opens up a 
new avenue of research 
into the complex genetics 
of the disease.” 

The Oxford researchers 
are now seeking to further 
advance their work by 
looking for changes in the 
genes of diabetes patients 
compared with unaffected 
individuals of the same 
age. A spokesman com- 
mented: “Their work may 
eventually lead to new 
ways of treating the dis- 
ease" — London Press 
Service. 
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ii BauaciConoi 

37 Auffnr DaM 

65 For 091 

92 Trdam pomt 

12 Sgn 

39 TaneMe 

ctoamg 

93 Bngor Jamas 

13 T&grJen code 

40 Conou 

66 Speckles 

94 CM no toe 

■wro 

41 JacaneM 

67 Turned snaipty 

95 AIpme coat 

14 Bano 

onrA 

68 Pul Into law 

96 Eye feature 

15 Dagmson 

43 Fal on 

69 Buzn and 

97 Bombard 

iB *c» BHmi 

44 S.A. mounuMns 

GmMHjrg 

98 Draft org 

17 Vlojacan monay 

45 StmgM 

70 Coe nactw 

100C&A. 

18 Wrar, 

mtaunento. lor 

7i Fona 

Jobrm, — 

Mamisaons 

•hort 

72 Sides 

101 Access AnTKr 

star 

48 MCA! plucky 

75 Aucoon 

103 FiBo7 auft 



Diagramless, 19x19 
By Frances Burton 


ACROSS 
1 Spigot 
4 Aaron and 
Raymond 
6 Laym 

11 Poar.s. 

12 Vacated 
ttooranon 


19 Astronomer* 
need 

21 Have a me* 

22 Arabian taAMMe 

23 Pan erf a tea 
26 Outlaws 

30 5at 


39 NYC tabor 
Wand 

41 Lrtochrt 
4? Networks 
44 Italy i Loan 
46 Out olma vM 


57 Peacemaker 
63 Great lavrawa 
60 Actor Wetecn 
67 Surwjnod brtdc 
88 In any wav 
69 Vara diweacrt 

abbr 


IS Sol/s naighoor 

3i '-.weniriBiente 

48 Eflwneiy 

70 Hoavy mourtai 


16 Acnea 

WOT 

consecvanve 

71 Actor Savaias 


Vwougo 

32 Conaia w terms 

53 Surrvnrt 

72 Btaom 


17 lent. 

3S Roor^langm 

55 DawdW 

73 Hurricane 


19 Say wmdow 

37 Da aura 

56 OnsM. briefly 

CBftOf 

LI IONLM 

DOWN 
1 Vedneang 

14 Bouttooto 

34 HedignMi 

52 Bom 

QN ELI. 

Z PlOSJW, 

M Firmnort 

35 PrmJirtJwiy 

53 Bor 


ewvanl 

23 Sedwtod 

37 Cognunni 

54 Opponent 

I.KUDES 

3 Mcsn«3 

24 Wuro 0) gnudng 

38 Romovas. m 

56 -1*mee— - 

4 BcrscW 

25 Somalningol 

omdng 

» hteran 

ZIB8IG 

rvjTBCten 

valuo 

40 Mala’ sladuii 

headWig 

5 

26 One does not 

43 Diy.Mwira, 

59 Dora on 

TIB BIG. 

GIlMeLdL 

peydeus 

45 Koto ol vert)' fl»r. 

b0 MomtogTVtftoW 

7 Delace 

27 OmeleT 

49 Munpbeakon 

61 F« 



Last Week’s Cryptograms 

1. Keen bettor bets roll of ten -do liar bills on that hone In the 
third race nt local track. 

2. How did the Eskimo of old survive on walrus, seal and 
fish? He got no milk, fruit or veggies. 

3. New volunteer picks oat n Lnety- seven tickets for clab’s 
lottery pool, all with the same set of numbers! 

4. What power is banded a president to veto n vote! 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

NEW DROW.9YOW TSZYMLQYNB NS 

LIIONLHUVEK LEW YD QUV DBZZWE EWWZ 
Q N ELI. — By Barbara J. Sugg - 


8 Straroai 

9 T-twie 

10 S a aao nng 

12 Engtafl Own 

13 Journal 


mgradent 

28 Painful 

29 Wktar barrier 
33 Owmaaa 

raSsayt 


won! 

50 Objects ol 

d wk n 

51 Ones popuar 
song 


83 Fr pikloMpher 
Dsscarte, 

04 Bukfcng 
atrwnuan 
85 Ondng 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 



k rnrin n nnnn ri 

Bqqdgjq duouku 

oQQDQErd □SgonoQ 
Eng as an □□□□ aero 
EiDSn ounonGa on on 
3PBD Qoapg DQua 
QEaaaQa 
bdgj onnpQoo 
□nraii nonn_ 
□□nnnna ono 
□□&□□□□ □□□□□ 

B q D0HQ Bonn □□□ 

gjp^ 


2. MUDEB SGNflNRT CENT HER JEP BIBB1G 

ZIKBIG NNOJ ZAP SATT US OJI UOJIO 
TIB BIG. ( — By BX. Doyle 

3. MOUKEALAZ MFBEYFBRAL FMFTZITN WALK 

QAFWK YfBR F O XT D QUDftlFK. QUEBQQTJR AN 
MFKR EX EXIT. — By Joan Wlttur 

4.SYIEP MJA KN1POBJ LNMOBH KANJLKB 
HELPED NAKED MY JOB SKOMOSB: *WT 

WIPAB OB nYYP WXPAB-7 — By Ed BwUkfm 


At that point, the heart and 
liver die quickly and cannot 
used in transplants. Doctors 
elsewhere use machines to 
keep the heart of brain-dead 
patients beating so their 
organs can be donated, but 
Japanese doctors often will 
not sign death certificates 
for brain-dead patients. 

Doctors also face strong 
resistance from families 
who don’t want rheir loved 
ones cut open, even though 
most Japanese are cremated. 
Autopsies are done in crim- 
inal cases, but are not per- 
formed nearly as often in 
Japan as in the United 
. States. 

In addition, Japanese 


watchdog groups have for 
years filed complaints with 
prosecutors seeking murder 
charges against doctors who 
performed transplants. But 
none of the complaints have 
resulted in criminal charges. 

Jimmy Jones, a pediatric 
surgeon at the U.S. Naval 
Hospital on the southern 
island of Okinawa, is work- 
ing with Japanese doctors to 
outline procedures for 
future American organ 
donors and Japanese recipi- 
ents. 

“It has been a challenge. It 
has been fun. And I think 
we have made a difference,” 
Dr. Jones said. 


Dr. Jones has already 
helped coordinate two suc- 
cessful transplants on 
Okinawa with organs donat- 
ed from naval hospitals. 

Legislation now before 
Japan’s parliament would 
clearly define the rules that 
doctors should follow in 
extracting organs from 
brain-dead patients for 
transplant operations. How- 
ever, a similar bill failed last 
year and it is not clear if this 
new bill has any chance of 
passing. . , 

Its supporters include 
Satoru Todo, a professor of 
surgery at Hokkaido Medi- 
cal University. He recently 


returned to Japan alter 13 
years at the University of 
Pittsbuigh. where he per- 
formed more than I .-00 
liver transplants Ironi brain- 
dead donors. 

“The biggest difference is 
that the United States is a 
society made up by the peo- 
ple. Japanese society is 
made up by the powers 
above.” Dr. Todo said, ex- 
plaining his nation's hesi- 
tancy on the issue of trans- 
plants. 

Mr. Suzuki, who received 
an American kidney, is 
harsher. 

“There is no spirit of giv- 
ing in Japan,” he said 


Study finds day 
one is key to 
stopping smoking _ 


CHICAGO (R) — It 
may be one-day-at-a- 
time when it comes to 
trying to quit smoking, 
but the first day Is the 
really big one, re- 
searchers said. 

A study of 207 people 
found that even one 

S uff of a cigarette on 
le first day of trying 
to quit means that a 
smoker will probably 
return to the habit 
within six months. 

“This finding contra- 
dicts the common idea 
that people can cheat, 
even just a little, and 
still quit smoking,*' 
said Eric Westman, 
lead author of the stu- 
dy from Duke Univer- 
sity Medical Centre 
and the Durham 
Veterans Affairs Me- 
dical Centre in North 
Carolina. 

“Our findings indi- 
cate that setting a defi- 
nite quit date, and 
sticking to it. are 
important for long- 
term success/’ he said. 
The study provides a 
valuable clue to 
whether nicotine 
patches — which allow 
the absorption of nico- 
tine through the skin 
and help wean smok- 
ers from cigarettes — 
will work or be a 
waste of money, he 
said. 

“If the smoker still 
craves cigarettes using 
a single patch after one 
day, a physician could 
suggest adding a sec- 


ond patch or suggest a 
more intensive me- 
thod,*' Dr. Westman 
said. 

The study, published 
in the * American 
Medical Association’s 
Archives of Internal 
Medicine, found that 
173 of the 207 people 
in the study failed in 
their attempt to quit, 
and of those 106 had 
smoked on the first 
day they tried to stop. 

But of those who had 
not resumed smoking 
six months into the 
study only a handful 
had smoked on the 
first day. 

That meant that if a 
person’s chances of 
quitting smoking were 
one-in-four over six 
months, they were one- 
in-40 for those who 
took a puff of more on 
the first day out, the 
study said. 

“Now that nicotine 
skin patches are avail- 
able over the counter, 
many smokers are try- 
ing to use them to quit 
smoking on their 
own,” Dr. Westman 
said. “Our study shows 
that while nicotine 
patches are an effec- 
tive therapy for some 
smokers, others may 
need to include coun- 
selling and other ther- 
apies as part of their 
quit attempt’* 


Vaccine success 
against malaria 


HUMAN VOLUN- 

TEERS have been suc- 
cessfully protected 

against malaria by an 
experimental vaccine de- 
veloped by a British 
1 healthcare group with 
U.S. collaboration. 

The SmithKline Bee- 
cham (SB) group from 
Brentford, near London, 
says the clinical chal- 
lenge trial was carried 
out at the Walter Reed 
Army Institute of Re- 
search (WRAIR) in Wa- 
shington, USA, where 
three groups of volun- 
teers received different 
formulations of the vac- 
cine. Other non-vacci- 
nated volunteers acted as 
a control group. 

Announcing what it 
described as “promising 
clinical results,” a 
SmithKline Beecham 
spokesman said in Lon- 
don: “The volunteers 

were challenged by way 
of infected mosquito 
bites with a strain of the 
malaria parasite called 
PaJsmodium falciparum, 
which is known to be 
sensitive to antimalaria] 
treatment. In the group 
that received the most 
complex formulation of 
the experimental vac- 
cine, six volunteers out of 
seven remained free of 
infection. In the groups 
that received less com- 
plex formulations, only 
marginal protection 


against was observed 
and a|l of the non-vacci- 
nated volunteers became 
infected.” 

The spokesman contin- 
ued: ‘"Scientifically, it is 
the first time that an 
experimental vaccine 
with potential for fur- 
ther development has 
achieved a high degree of 
protection against the 
pre-erythrocytic stages 
of a human malaria par- 
asite. The results of this 
study should allow a bet- 
ter understanding of the 
immunological require- 
ments for the develop- 
ment of an efficacious 
malaria vaccine, after 
more than 20 years of 
research in this field.” 

SB, whose Belgian SB 
Biologicals affiliate com- 
pany developed the vac- 
cine, emphasises that 
considerable work Is still 
needed to complete deve- 
lopment of a vaccine 
suitable for 'broad appli- 
cations. In this current 
form, the candidate vac- 
cine may not be effective 
against all variants and 
the duration of immuni- 
ty and other immune 
mechanisms need to be 
understood. Answers to 
these questions will be 
sought through a series 
of clinical trials, includ- 
ing a field trial in West 
Africa — London Press ; 
Service. 


New Vitamin D 
compound may 
help fight cancer 

WASHINGTON (R) — Lab experiments suggest a new 
synthetic Vitamin D compound may help fight cancer with- 
out the dangerous side effects associated with other forms 
of Vitamin D. researchers said. 

The synthesised Vitamin D-5 compound inhibited cancer 
growth in several laboratory experiments. Further study is 
needed in the lab and on animals before scientists con test 
it in humans, cancer researcher Rajendra Mehta said. 

Dr. Mehta and colleagues at the University of Illinois in 
Chicago reported their findings in the Feb. 5 edition of the 
Journal of the National Cancer Institute. 

The natural form of Vitamin D-3 has been shown to fight 
cancer in lab studies but large doses can raise blood calci- 
um levels to dangerous, potentially fatal, levels in people. 

So scientists have been looking for variants that can fight 
cancer without elevating calcium. Several studies are under 
way on variants of Vitamin D-3. 

Dr. Mehta and his team, however, developed a synthe- 
sised D-5. He said in a telephone interview that he is study- 
ing whether the compound has the most potential for treat- 
ing cancer, for preventing cancer, or both. 

Dr. Mehta compared various doses of D-3 and D-5 in 
cancer cell cultures. Both of them inhibited cancer forma- 
tion but D-5 did so without toxic calcium levels. In addi- 
tion, he found evidence that D-5 stimulated a growth fac- ft", 
tor, transforming growth factor beta-1, believed to thwart 
cancer cell growth. 

An editorial in the Journal by two University of 
California at Los Angeles cancer experts. Dr. Moray 
Campbell and Dr. Phillip Koeffler. said that this “entirely 
novel class of Vitamin D compounds” warrants more 
research. 

ANSWERS 

- BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. The White City; white slave traffic; “The White 
Devil"; White Russia; White Star Line: Cunard-White 
Star, “The White Company"; The white friars: the White 
Horse; the White House; the White Knight; the White 
Queen; the white rose: the white ship; White’s coffee- 
house; a white elephant: a white lie: white magic: “the 
white cockade; the white feather; white wine: white ants: 
a whited sepulchre; “the white flower of a blameless 
life.” white meat; black and white: the White Man's bur- 
den. 

2. Guncotton, cordite. TNT, lyddite, amatol, gelignite. 
DNT. 

3. Colombia is a state in South America. 

The District of Columbia is the area surrounding 
Washington not included in any state of the USA. 

British Columbia is the most westerly of the provinces 
of Canada. 

Colombo is a town in Ceylon. 

The Columbia River flows into the Pacific Ocean 
through the nonhem USA and Canada. 

4. They were the Three Wise Men who. so the Bible 
story runs, came from the east, following the star, to see 
die infant Christ. They brought him gifts of gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. 

5- Crown and Anchor, fantan, mora, roulette, shove- 
hanpenny, pitch and toss, dicing, besides many devices 
at fairs which are not games. 


■■ * * * * 

PUZZLES 

(A) INSERT THE MISSING NUMBER 

18 (The numbers at the top follow the sequence 
* 30 +i, -2. +3, + 4. th ° Se 31 ho^nt: 


-I |S ttik-tfinian wr* 
j > * ;ind tiui an 

"“'"i'lhie pan o* ** subiii- 
int ‘! is die Mini's 
b fc.vcSiipnieni 

ii'ittinin** M kifflfto 
11 ,i,vs iniirmml in ihe 
V-lsI. the Crown 
, -.ii firmed Jordanian 

, 'i! Jerusalem. 

P"!' l .ist Jerusalem is an 
; ' | U ri of the Arab 
l* ll f hi u-rritoncs <vcy- 
‘’■Vr'Ul in 1-*?. he 

P , iti'iiM" th.it micmanon.tl 

pamil Uw 

. i:il .ii .it temuuy by war 
Jll { ,,,, -in unices umluier.il 
J|U ' .. iiuJmixMble. 

■'T lh. he stated, Israel's 

of Arab East 

is therefore null 

' U, | he IMiiec real 
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(B) FIT THE WORDS 


T E In It 


E a a 


Mas 


W 0 t 


CD? 


TAP 


k KW ,:ie ■■Hindlul Ol Hu* fuel 
if,,: v.'Mieieni> c.m only be 
1 h\ J vivereien state. 
in . I.-.,.!.,;: i> determined ihm 
Li ■ i ci c. c i - s titer the Holy 
not he ceded WHO 
, v.ieuinn. leaving Ihc 
in .Min ii ■’* luuiMuunl 

,i% .in senping powvi" he 

h.llj . . . 

I'hei 'iown Prince said Jof- 
j a)1 vt.it "irrevocably 
jiuched it • Iraq s iciTilonal 
iiiu-.ji:!' tttihui ik present 
holders" .Hid vud any change 
„t c.'wuiment should he 
*,lch .ufiilinj io the will of 
ihe I i.hii ! V. pie 
Mo added that Iraq should 
iviiiuh utih Sociini} l ‘nun - 
t ii 1 1 --. 'Unions related »» the 
^ tiui! »i!*:s aild lil!l> liliple 
*' aval lUcm 

hi hi' i.rlks with Presidenl 
iiui.it i:ic i lown Prince also 
tircsH’*! the need t*u all par- 
tus i!v iK-ace process to be 
involve.! in negotiations 
jnned .it leaching a just, 
ivmpu-iic i>i\e and lasting 
peace 

lli-adi-ia Chirac praised^ 
J.-rdaii % :.'k* in the peace"* 
pr.Ki-ss .uni in reest,ihlishmy 
-Lihiint in the icgitHi. He 
jI-«* c.-:n:;iciidej tlie role of 
Nam is ul its contributions 
t.-wjrd. l-iw.ipe.in ci%~ilisai- 
n> -ii. 

In Ins meeting with Speaker 
Seeum. the Crown Prince 
’‘tressed il;e need for inier 
religi.-iiN (• -lerunce. 

Mam i. the religion of tell- 
trance and allection, and it is 
regrettabie and painful lo Sec 
Mam being linked io viiv 

knee, he s,nj. 

The t r.*un Prince under* 
fs ltle need tor the imple- 
nieniaEiun i.f development 
P^'ieas .,s called for by the 
* ,fl Barcelona Cvmference. 

Mr. Seguin praised the Jor- 
uanijn r»le in supporting the 
Peace prucess in the Middle 
m and the country's 
cndcav.'Lirs h , reestablish sta* 
p, ht> in ihc region. 

Nj r Segmn stressed that 
unce itv.ignises Arab and 
s|| m contnhutiims to the 

announced that 
* ! 'weting swn 

in ihc- V ' 

Ejm T, nrai the Miduie 
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M| Jdl tf r. ' " tewt!rk the 

h ^ Vn ;: Process 

in , k‘tnwn. 

m> ■ ! htf f >ntermi aut^p. 

■'nil nr^ J ^ hope 

^ v,, ntes‘th e * 

u,U| e S u »ding 
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Ihc due ou,*‘ sn * h> 

^ or the rvh 
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Annexation of Jerusalem null and void 
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(Continued from page 1) assist in the creative thinKng 

tha d,. . . for *he establishment of such 

as weUas on ^ e ^ man ter “ a mechanism so that the circle 

f ,5®* Jp of peace may coDtmually be 

mevitabtepartof tim stabdi- expanded towards a conmre- 

ty was &c kmgdoms eco- hensive peace where Syria 

^““development. and become ^ 

. 10 to French active partners in the evolv- 

jourmnsts interred in the ing process. The preservation 

Middle E^t, die Crown of the territorial integrity of 

Prince reaffirmed Jordanian Syria and Lebanon is an 

position on Jerusalem. imperative of the kind of 

Arab East Jerusalem is an peace we have always sought, 

integral partof the Arab and continue to demand. 

Palestinian territories occu- Moreover; the Palestinians 

pied by Israel i n 1967, he and the nest of die Arab World 

said, noting that international have come to understand the 

law does n ot p ermit the security dilemmas of Ts r^ fi 

aetjuisition of territory by war society. On their pan the 

and pronounces unilateral Israelis have to appreciate the 

annexation inadmissible. value and importance of 
As such, he stated, Israel’s Palestinian national aspira- 

annexauon of Arab East tions to their own security as 

Jerusalem is therefore null well as to die political stabdi- 

and void. ty of the whole region. 

The Crown Prince reaf- “It is for this reason that we 
finned Jordan's support for have always called for the 

Palestinian efforts to secure establishment of a regional 

political sovereignty over the security regime which would’ 
city. involve all the regional par- 

“We are mindful of die fact ties without exclusion and 

that sovereignty can only be addressing all issues without 

assumed by a sovereign state, exception. The involv emen t 

and Jordan is determined that of the non-Arab gtatre includ- 

soveieignty over the Holy ing Israel would ensure die 

City should not be ceded into creation of a balance of 

a legal vacuum, leaving the power based on a diversity of 

position of Israel paramount interests which would safe- 

as an occupying power” he guard the security of the 

said. smaller states. Our regional 

The Crown Prince said Jor- identity, requires a broader 

to was “irrevocably realistic definition. Just as 

attached to Iraq’s territorial the French people may be 

integrity within its present suspicious about greater 

borders” and said any change Europe, we have our share of 

of government should be suspicion. Nevertheless, I 

solely according to the will of agree with Ml Juppe, that for 

the Iraqi people. France the Union is power 

He added that Iraq should and for us a regional outlook, 
comply with Security Coun- represents more stability and 
cil resolutions related to the prosperity. 

Gulf crisis and fully imple- “Jordan appreciates the 
ment them. recent European initiatives to 

In his talks with President promote peace, security and 

Chirac, the Crown Prince also economic development corn- 

stressed the need for all par- plementing the efforts of the 

ties to die peace process to be other sponsors. For many 

involved in negotiations years, Jordan has called for a 

armed at reaching a just, comprehensive process in 

comprehensive and lasting this field. The Barcelona 

peace. framework is conceptually 

President Chirac, praised ^ ^ny^rehjggive. Within such 
Jordan’s rokT in the peace a tJroadly defined mechanism’ 
process ggd in reestablishing jCOTY§xgenp^ can be 
stability in the region. ‘ He ' achieved 1 between the di Ser- 


ai so commended the role of 
Islam and its contributions 
towards European civilisa- 
tion. 

In his meeting with Speaker 
Seguin, the Crown Prince 
stressed the need for inter- 
religious tolerance. 

Islam is the religion of tol- 
erance and affection, and it is 
regrettable and painful to see 
Islam being linked to vio- 
lence, he said. 

The Crown Prince under- 
lined die need for the imple- 
mentation of development 
projects as called for by the 
1996 Barcelona Conference. 

Mr. Seguin praised die Jor- 
danian role in supporting the 
peace process in the Middle 
East and the country’s 
endeavours to reestablish sta- 
bility in the region. 

Ml Seguin stressed that 
France recognises Arab and 
Muslim contributions to the 
Western civilisation, agreed 
that Islam was a religion of 
peace that should not be 
linked to violence. 

He also announced that 
there will be a meeting soon 
by presidents of parliaments 
in the EU and the Middle 
East to discuss the implemen- 
tation the Barcelona Declara- 
tion. 

The Crown Prince and 
Princess Sarvath were guests 
of honour at a dinner Tuesday 
night hosted by Mr. Juppe. 

In a dinner speech, the 
Crown Prince said. 

“His Majesty King Hussein 
exerted special efforts to put 
the peace process back on 
track and bridge the gap 
between the contracting par- 
ties. A firm outcome of those 
efforts was to ensure that 
agreements made between 
the parties concerned must be 
honoured irrespective of the 
man in charge or the party in 
power. 

“We are mindful that the 
essentia] framework for the 
Middle East peace process 
has been restored in Hebron. 

Fine-tuning apart, the legiti- 
macy of the interim autono- 
my accords has been 

acknowledged. Let us hope 
and pray that Hebron 

becomes the beacon guiding 
future collaborations so that 
progress towards our ultimate 
goal would be assured. 

“The crisis over Hebron has 
indicated the desperate need 
for a mechanism to preempt 
the dire outcome of the poli- 
tics of polarisation whenever 
the peace process stumbles. 

“For our part we intend to 


ent initiatives: die Mediter- 
ranean Pact Organisation for 
Cooperation in the Middle 
East (OCME); the NATO ini- 
tiative; and the multilateral 
talks of the Middle East peace 
process itself. It may be an 
appropriate task for the newly 
established European Union 
special envoy to the Middle 
East peace process to consid- 
er. We are happy to offer 
every assistance to see this 
task to its successful conclu- 
sion. 

“Lei me ami to a highly 
significant and emotive issue: 
religion and the position of 
the Holy City of Jerusalem. 
Islam is a world religion and 
; a universal civilisation. A 
blanket condemnation of all 
Muslims and the demonisa- 
tion of Islam, because of the 
actions of a few zealots, is 
detrimental to the identity of 
Muslim communities, in 
Europe and throughout the 
world. Let us always remem- 
ber that, the overwhelming 
majority of Muslims all over 
the globe seek dialogue rather 
Than confrontation; they 
desire understanding rather 
than conflict; and aim at con- 
sensus rather than polarisa- 
tion. 

"The status of the Holy Ciiy 
of Jerusalem has essentially 
three dimensions: political, 
municipal and religious- sym- 
bolic. Regarding the political 
dimension, our position is 
clear. It is based on 
international law. Arab East) 
Jerusalem is an integral part 
of the Arab Palestinian terri- 
tories occupied by Israel in 
1967. International law does 
not permit the acquisition of 
territory by wan It also pro- 
nounces unilater al annexation 
inadmissible. Israel's annexa- 
tion of East Jerusalem is 
therefore null and void. 
Moreover. Jordan supports 
Palestinian efforts to obtain 
political sovereignty in die 
city. We are mindfiil of the 
fact that sovereignty can only 
be assumed by a sovereign 
state, and Jordan is deter- 
mined that sovereignty over 
the Holy Gty should not be 
ceded into a legal vacuum 
leaving the position of Israel 
paramount as an occupying 
power. 

“We believe that consulta- 
tion is part of normal rela- 
tions between states, and 
must be pursued more vigor- 
ously so that our quest for 
peace may be successful and 
enduring. Given good inten- 
tions on all sides, Jerusalem 


may yet serve as a paradigm 
for toleration, peaceful coex- 
istence and genuine coopera- 
tion. 

“Finally. I would like to 
address the issue of Iraq. Two 
essential principles guide our 
policy toward Iraq. We are 
irrevocably committed to the 
territorial integrity of Iraq as 
a sovereign independent state 
within its present borders. We 
also believe dial die choice of 
the system of government in 
dial country is the exclusive 
prerogative of the Iraqi peo- 
ple and no one else. Jordan is 
keenly conscious of the fact 
that Iraq must indicate its 
willingness to abide by die 
United Nations Security 
Council resolutions and their 
complete implementation. It 
is in the interest of Iraq, the 
region and the international 
community that Iraq should 
satisfy United Nations Spe- 
cial Commission as soon as 
possible on this score. The 
choice before Iraq is clear and 
we remain hopeful that Iraq 
will abide by the international- 
norms of conduct so that the 
country is enabled to nor- 
malise its relations with die 
rest of the world, Iraq must 
declare its peaceful intentions 
toward its neighbours.” 

Mr. Juppe said in his speech 
at the dinner: 

“You are, together with 
your brother, Hjs Majesty 
King Hussein, one of the 
leaders who are most atten- 
tive to political, economic, 
cultural and human balance 
in the Middle EasL Jordan is 
an indispensable partner 
there, and its voice of moder- 
ation and its wise counsel are 
consistently invaluable. Only 
a few weeks . ago the 
prospects for peace seemed 
fragile. Today we can look 
more optimistically ro the 
future, thanks in large mea- 
sure to initiatives taken by ’ 
your country. 

“At a time of great tension. 
King Hussein brought about 
trust And , understanding 
jjetwwri. . . Paitjttmians . agd 

few***; •«,; ■>!. • 

“Jordan also contributed 
decisively to the long-await- 
ed signature of the Hebron 
agreements. 

‘*We know that beyond this 
achievement, much remains 
to be done before a compre- 
hensive, just and lasting 
peace is established, at long 
last, in the Middle East Yon 
are aware. Your Highness, of 
the efforts being made by the 
president of the French 
republic and under his leader- 
ship, by our diplomatic ser- 
vice to contribute to the peace 
process. This peace, as 
France has said time and 
again, is based on a number 
of key principles which are 
known to all: land-for-peace, 
security guarantees for all the 
peoples of die region — lam 
thinkin g here in particular of 
Israel — respect for the inde- 
pendence and sovereignty of 
states, self-determination for 
the Palestinians and their 
right to have a state. 

“And I do not forget the 
necessary quest for a just 
solution for die refugees, for 
whom your country is still 
generously assuming respon- 
sibility. 

“We know that delicate 
questions remain to be solved 
to complete the peace 
process. I am thinking of the 
final status of the Palestinian ! 
territories. I am thinking of | 
the future of Jerusalem. This i 
makes dialogue and a spirit of 
tolerance all the more neces- 
sary. I know that Jordan, its 
sovereign and you yourself. 
Your Highness, can always 
be counted on when reason, 
courage and heart are need- 
ed. 

“Jordan is a land in which 
many civilisations have coex- 
isted, overlapped, sometimes 
merged. The Hashemite 
Kingdom today retains the 
marks of this precious her- 
itage; this is why Jordan is so 
essential to the dialogue 
between the Arab World and 
the West” 

Addressing Princess Sar- 
vath, Mr. Juppe said: 

“Allow me, Madame, to 
pay tribute here to the excep- 
tional work you are doing for 
the most vulnerable people in 
your country, in particular for 
children. I am aware of your 
personal involvement in the 
improvement of the Jordan- 
ian educational system. I also 
wish to pay tribute to the role 
you play in the many charities 
for which you have assumed 
responsibility with great effi- 
ciency and determination.” 
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Princess Sarvath reviews 
cooperation with French 
Red Cross and UNESCO 
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PRISONERS RELEASED: Palestinian women prisoners, one with her aim raised giv- 
ing the ir V" sign, pass through a cordon of Palestinian police as journalists try to pho- 
tographlhe women as they disembark from their bus and enter Palestinian President 
Yasser ’Arafat's headquarters in Ramallah early Wednesday (Reuters photo) 

Allies threaten Netanyahu 
oyer Jerusalem settlement 


TEL AVIV (AT)— Mem- 
bers of Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s coalition gov- 
ernment threatened Wednes- 
day to withdraw their sup- 
port unless the prime minis- 
ter quickly approves laige- 
scale building projects for 
Jews in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu has found 
himself undo- growing pres- 
sure from legislators in his 
right-wing government who 
believe Israel should cement 
its control over Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Talks on a final, peace 
agreement, including the 
status of Jerusalem, will 
begin by mid-March. 

The Palestinians complain 
that Israeli construction in 
Arab East Jerusalem vio- 
lates the spirit of the peace 
accords, and predicted vio- 
lent protests should there be 
more building. 

“I believe that no me 
would remain calm — not 
from the Palestinian side, 
the international, Arab and 
Islamic communities,” a 
senior Palestinian negotia- 
tor, Hassan Asfour, said 
Wednesday. 

In September, Mr. 
Netanyahu’s decision to 
open a new entrance to a 
tourist tunnel along Muslim 
holy sites in East Jerusalem 
sparked widespread 


protests, including three 
days of gun battles between 
Palestinian police and 
Israeli troops in which more 
than 80 people were killed. 

Fifteen legislators of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s 66-member 
coalition in the 120-member 
parliament met Wednesday 
to discuss ways to pressure 
Mr. Netanyahu into approv- 
ing the building projects. 

This would include the 
Har Horn a neighbourhood 
that is to be built on Arab 
East Jerusalem land expro- 
priated four years ago — 
two- thirds from Jewish 
landowners and one-third 
from Palestinians. 

The legislators also 
demand more construction 
between the outskirts of 
Arab East Jerusalem and the 
West Bank Jewish settle- 
ment of Maale Adumim, as 
well as the paving of a road 
that would link Jerusalem 
with settlements to the 
north. 

“If within one month, the 
prime minister does not start 
working on central projects 
in greater Jerusalem, we 
will no longer be able to 
support it (the govern- 
ment),” said Han an Porat, a 
member of the National 
Religious Party. 

Other lawmakers said they 
would vote against the gov- 
ernment if Mr. Netanyahu 


Bonn continues to press 
Tehran over journalist 


BONN (R) — German 
Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel said on Wednesday 
Bonn was doing its utmost 
to investigate the case of an 
Iranian editor arrested for 
allegedly trying to leave 
Iran illegally, and rejected 
Tehran's charge of interfer- 
ence. 

Mr. Kinkel told German 
radio he had written two 
letters to Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
concerning Faraj Sarkuhi, 
editor of the Iranian month- 
ly magazine Adineh (Fri- 
day). Mr. Sarkuhi's wife 
and children live in Ger- 
many. 

Bonn wants Iran to pro- 
vide details of Mr. 
Sarkuhi’s whereabouts fol- 
lowing reports he was not 
only detained earlier this 
month but also held and 
Lortured by the Iranian 


secret service in Tehran late 
last year, when Iran insists 
he was in Germany. 

“We’re doing eveiything 
to clear up this case,” Mr. 
Kinkel said. “I’ve sent two 
letters to Velayati. He said 
he wouldn’t allow any 
interference. I told him this 
could not be classed as 
interference as Sarkuhi’s 
wife and children are in 
Germany.” 

Mr. Kinkel said the Euro- 
pean Union’s “troika” of 
the current president — the 
Netherlands — and its 
immediate predecessor and 
successor was also pursu- 
ing the case. 

“We've asked the Iranian 
ambassador into the foreign 
ministry several rimes and 
our ambassador has made 
our position clear. I can’t 
really do anything more,” 
he said. 


did not go through with the 
Har Horna project 

Mr. Netanyahu apparently 
is concerned that lsraeli- 
Palestinian peacemaking 
will collapse if he goes 
ahead with Har Homa. The 
peace process has just got- 
ten back on track with last 
month’s Hebron agreement, 
and this week’s release of 
Palestinian women prison- 
ers. 

Jerusalem’s Israeli mayor, 
Ehud Olmert, who is also a 
parliament member in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s Likud Party, 
said he was disappointed the 
prime minister made no 
announcement concerning 
the building projects before 
leaving for the United States 
on Wednesday. 

‘T told the prime minister 
for a long time now that it is 
a tragic mistake. Jf he does- 
n't state that he plans to 
builcL..before he goes to the 
United States,” Ml Olmert 
told Israel Radio. 

Parliament members had 
hoped to get a construction 
pledge from Mr. Netanyahu 
before his meeting with 
President Bill Clinton, fear- 
ing that once in Washington, 
Mr. Netanyahu would come 
under U.S. pressure to 
freeze building in the occu- 
pied territories. 

8 killed in 
Egypt attack 

CAIRO (AFP) — Eight 
Egyptian Coptics (Christians) 
were killed and five wounded 
in a gun attack by militants in 
front of a church in southern 
Egypt on Wednesday, police 
said. 

Several men armed with 
automatic weapons fired on 
the group as they woe stand- 
ing in front of Saint Georges 
Church in the town of Abus 
Qurqas in the Minya region, 
about 320 kflomeires south of 
Cairo, the police added. 

The attackers were able to 
flee while firing shots in the 
air, Egyptian police said. 

Among the killed were one 
woman and two brothers, they 
added. 

Minya has over the past two 
years become the key strong- 
hold nf the main armed 
group, the amaa Islam) yah, 
which had been smashed in 
the Assiut region further south 
by police. 


PARIS (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Sarvath, who is accompa- 
nying His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan on a 
visit to France, on Wednes- 
day visited the headquar- 
ters of the French Red 
Cross Society and dis- 
cussed with the society’s 
vice presidem cooperation 
between the society and the 
Jordan National Red Cres- 
cent Society in personnel 
training and spreading 
awareness among school 
children in humanitarian 
affairs. 

The French Red Cross 
Society expressed its will- 
ingness to cooperate with 
the Jordan Red Crescent 
Society and support the 
work of its Al Hilal Hospi- 
tal. 

Princess Sarvath also vis- 
ited the headquarters of the 
United Nations Education. 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation UNESCO and 


met its Vice-President 
Adrian Badran to discuss 
(UNESCO) scholarships 
for Arab artists. Princess 
Sarvath, who is member 
of a special UNESCO fund 
set for this purpose, dis- 
cussed with Dr. Badran 
cooperation between Jor- 
dan and UNESCO in pro- 
viding special education for 
the handicapped and 
prospects of holding a 
regional seminar in Jordan 
on teaching science and 
mathematics. The Princess 
arid Dr. Badran reviewed a 
UNESCO-sponsored 
•u^hool programme current- 
ly implemented in 24 Jor- 
danian schools. 

Later, Princess Sarvath 
helt talks with the wife of 
French Prime Minister 
Alain Juppe and other lead- 
ing French personalities 
with whom she discussed 
topics related to child-care 
and developmenL 


Pope to visit Lebanon in May 

VATICAN CITY (AFP) — Pope John Paul II will visit 
Lebanon on May 11, informed sources said Wednesday. 
They said the Roman Catholic pontiff may spend longer 
in the country and could arrive May 10. The visit to 
Lebanon has been called off several limes and was last 
scheduled far May 1994 but cancelled after 11 people 
were killed in a bomb blast in a Beirut church and 
because of conflicts among Lebanese Christians. In Jan- 
uary a Lebanese member of parliament said the Pope's 
visit to Beirut in May would be part of a tour of the Mid- 
dle East The Christian opposition said they feared that 
the Pope's visit would bolster Syrian influence over 
Lebanon where Damascus maintains 35,000 troops. 

Bahraini council members visit Iraq 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi Parliament Speaker Sadoun 
Hammadi -received two members of Bahrain’s consulta- 
tive council, on Wednesday in the. latest sign of a warm- 
ing in relations between the two countries. The official 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) quoted Mr. Hammadi as 
telling the Bahrainis he hoped “to strenghten the ties of 
brotherhood and cooperation between Iraq and Bahrain 
in various areas.” Council members Ali Ben Jabr Ben 
Muslim and Mohammad Hassan Kamaleddin brought 
“greetings from the brotherly people of Bahrain” and 
said the object of their visit was to “learn about the 
ordeals of the Iraqi people and to help them.” In Novem- 
ber, Iraq announced a visit by a delegation of B ahraini 
businessmen, which Manama categorically denied. The 
Bahraini embassy in Baghdad remains closed but Iraq 
has a diplomatic representation in Manama. 


Another death sentence sought for Geagea 

BEIRUT (AFP) — A Lebanese judge requested 
Wednesday the death sentence for former Christian war- 
lord Sanrir Geagea, who is already serving two life sen- 
tences for the 1987 killing of Prime Minister Rashid 
Karami. Examining Magistrate Georges Ghantous also 
requested, death sentences for Gbassan Touma. head of 
the intelligence services of Mr. Geagea’s disbanded 
Lebanese Farces militia, and his aide Gbassan Mriassa, 
judicial sources said Mr. Touma and Mr. Mnassa are still 
at large. The indictment, which charged that Mr. Geagea 
was the instigator of the assassination, demanded life 
sentences for 12 former Lebanese Forces members and 
two Lebanese army officers: General Khalil Mattar and 
retired Major Kaital Hayek. Seven others, including 
three army officers, who had been detained for interro- 
gation were ordered freed for “lack of evidence,” judi- , 
rial sources said An investigation was ordered to deter- 
mine the identity of the person who placed a bomb in 
Karami's seat in an array helicopter carrying him from 
the northern coastal city of Tripoli to Beirut. Karami was 
killed in the explosion over the Mediterranean, but the 
pilot succeeded in landing the helicopter, saving the lives 
of other passengers. Mr. Geagea is serving two life sen- 
tences for the 1989 slaying of,a Christian doctor. Elie 
Zayek, and ibe 1990 assassination of rival Christian 
leader Dany Chamoun and his family. He is also facing 
a trial for the 1991 assassination attempt on Interior 
Minister Michel Murr. Most Christian leaders consider 
Mr. Geagea's trials a deliberate anempt to marginalise 
their community, which emerged weakened from the 
15-year civil war that ended in 1990. 


Jordan in effort to free 
Yassin, Abu Marzouk 


(Continued from page 1) 
/ 

It said Israel’s acting 
attorney general, Edna 
Arbel. refused comment on 
the issue. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk has 
said he hoped, through his 
extradition to Israel, to 
gain more support for 
Hamas. 

Hamas has carried out 
several attacks against 
Israelis that have left 
dozens dead, and further 
attacks in reprisal for an 
Abu Marzouk extradition 
could threaten the Israeli- 


Pajestinian peace process, 
including the final-status 

talks scheduled to begin by 

mi (jl- March. 

Israeli security officials 
reportedly recommended 
against bringing Mr. Abu 
Marzouk to Israel, and Mr. 
Netanyahu apparently is 
going along with the rec- 
ommendation. 

In his meetings with U.S. 
leaders later this week. Mr. 
Netanyahu will request that 
Mr. Abu Marzouk be sent 
to another Middle Eastern 
country, not to Israel. 
Yediot Ahronot said 
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World Bank chief economist 


?tuiiu uaim tmci ctuiiuimai pnrMTirpQ RENTERS 
urges government-market mix “ The Business of Information 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Former White House adviser 
Joseph Stiglilz. launching a 
new career Tuesday as World 
3ank chief economist. said 
governments should comple- 
ment market force* in order 
to promote development. 

Mr. Stiglilz. who until 
Monday was chairman of 
President Bill Clinton's 
Council of Economic Advis- 
ers. described the World 
Sank as "a repository of 
knowledge" and said its core 
mission was to determine 
"what works and what does- 
n't work.” ! 

But he cautioned: "Our'role 
i- not just as a research insti- 
tution ... Our job is to make 
■iure that these ideas gel out to 
the countries, so that they call 
influence the policies of the 
countries, and that they get 
out to (he bank to influence 
lending policies." 

Mr. Stiglitz told reporters it 
was a good time for him to 
come to ihe World Bank 
because developing countries 
were becoming increasingly 
sympathetic to President 
Clinton’s approach to the 
government- market relation- 
ship. 


He said the administration 
had promoted an alternative 
both to unfettered capitalism 
and heavy-handed govern- 
ment management of the 

economy. 

He called the approach 
“government as a comple- 
ment to markets rather than 
governments replacing mar- 
kets.” 

In an earlier study of the 
East Asian economic miracle. 
Mr. Stiglitz said he found that 
“government played a very 
vital role — but a role com- 
plementary to the market." 

"Markets were at the centre 
and it was how governments 
and markets interacted that 
accounted for the remarkable 
successes in East Asia. This 
is an idea that is achieving 


has shown that development 
is possible,” Mr. Stiglitz 
emphsised. The World Bank 
in its early years, according 
to the new chief economist. 

stressed the importance of 
government planning mecha- 
nisms before deciding to pro- 
mote trade liberalisation as 
the most reliable path to 

development 

That approach eventually 


increasing resonance 

throughout the developing 
world,” he pointed out 

He said closing the gap 
between developed and 
developing countries consti- 
tuted "the most important 
challenge facing the world 
today." 

“The problems are immedi- 
ate. It's clear that develop- 
ment is possible. The success 
of the East Asian countries 


gave way to the notion that 
macroeconomic structural 
adjustment held the key to 
success. 

While both trade liberalisa- 
tion and sound macroeco- 
nomic policies are essential. 
Mr. Stiglitz said, there are 
also microeconomic mea- 
sures that need to be exploit- 
ed. 

As an example, he cited the 
telecommunications sector, 
which he said could be organ- 
ised by the private sector — 
provided “you have the right 
regulatory structure to pro- 
mote competition.” 

The bank should assist 
countries in efforts “to put in 
place environments that 
allow the private sector to 
come in and use its capital.” 
He also insisted on the salu- 


tary effects of competition. 

pointing to "the tremendous 

turnaround in a number of 
American industries that 
demonstrate what can happen 
when firms are subjected to 
competition." 

He pointed to the U.S. steel 
industry, which when no 
longer able to compete inter- 
nationally reorganised itself 
into “mini-mills,” smaller 
scale enterprises that proved 
to be efficient and to have 
spawned job growth in other 
domains. 

None of that transformation 
would have taken place, 
according to Mr. Stiglitz, if 
the U.S. government had put 
up trade barriers to protect 
domestic steel manufacturers. 

But he also acknowledged 
the painful dislocation that 
can accompany such reorgan- 
isations and agreed that social 
safety nets could not be aban- 
doned. 

“Every society has to have 
some form of safety net,” he 
said. “Policies that increase 
the overall wealth of a nation 
do not necessarily increase 
the welfare of every mem- 
ber.” 
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White House sees U.S. expansion rolling on 


WAS HI N GTON i R > — The 
U.S. economy's nearly six- 
year expansion shows no 
signs of slowing down, with 
the country well placed to 
enjoy continued low unem- 
ployment and low inflation, 
the White House has said. 

The annual “Economic 
Report of the President,” 
prepared by President Bill 
Clinton's Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers, offered an 
optimistic vision of the 
economy. 

' ‘‘‘Our economy is stronger 
-than-it has been'in decades” 
President Clinton said in the 
report's opening paragraph, 
setting a tone 'reflected in 
many of the 424 pages of 
text and tables. 

Predictions of economic 
trends have great political 
import in the United States, 
because such calculations 
underly the federal budget 
proposals that are subject to 
annual haggling between the 
Democratic president and 
Republican-led Congress. 

The White House report 
found none of the classic 


signs that a downturn is 
around the comer — finan- 
cial imbalances, rising infla- 
tion. surplus inventories 
building up. And it argued 
that, unlike in years past, the 
United States can keep 
enjoying low rates of unem- 
ployment without rising 
inflation. 

Former Council Chairman 
Joseph Stiglitz. without 
directly commenting on the 
current sky-high level of the 
U.S. stock market suggest- 
ed that financial markets 
reflect the - “fundamental 
health of the U.S. economy. 

“Overall, there is some 
degree of rational exuber- 


ance about our economy,” 
Mr. Stiglitz told reporters in 
releasing the report. "Profits 
have been very, very high, 
the underlying fundamentals 
of the economy are very, 
very strong, interest rates 
are low. 

“Those factors are consis- 
tent with a strong market' 
he indicated. 

In speaking of “rational 
exuberance." Mr. Stiglitz 
was playing on Federal 
Reserve Board Chairman 
Alan Greenspan's sugges- 
tion in December that there 
may be some "irrational 
exuberance" in the financial 
markets. 


Mr. Greenspan's statement 
briefly knocked the stock 
market lower, but it has 
since resumed its climb and 
hit a string of record highs in 
January. 
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YOUR MOTHER IN LAW! 

t Deserves a loving present 
from you on 
VALENTINES day from 

DAJAN 1 JEWELLERSI 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Outside fellow associ- 
ates can be a great help in 
getting your point across 
today towards higher-ups 
who need to get as much 
.information as possible. The 
evening would be fine for a 
discussion with an old 
friend. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Get a troubling business 
matter straightened out this 
morning. It may behoove 
you to involve yourself in a 
community' service, thereby 
you will gain the recogni- 
tion of biewias and this can 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 14. 1997 


will be grateful for your 
attention." A small but 
unusual would please Jhim 
or her. however" don't "be 
extravagant. "K^p 1 ‘tin -fyeS 
on finances for the lean 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Kind of song 
5 Amount to 
10 "The — of Night" 
(TV soap) 

14 Pocket bread 

15 Salad leaves 

16 Not horiz. 

17 Entity 

18 “I — dream..." 

19 Gusto 

20 AARP member’s 
plan? 

23 CA fort 

24 Where a kid 
might ache 

25 Avoids 

28 Colloid 

29 Prank 

33 Olin or Home 

34 Storm center 

35 Move quickly 

36 Remove a 
bracelet 

38 Native American 

39 Breaks forth 

40 Scary word 

41 Taj MahaJ site 

42 Indian lute 

43 Rev the motor 

44 Map feature 

45 Clairvoyants 

47 Youth 

48 Frugal one’s 
motto 

55 Spumanli lead- 
in 

56 Field rodents : 

57 Lofty 

58 Paper measure 

59 Observable 

60 Light color 

61 Go with 

62 Pro votes 

63 Must have 


ft 12 13 14 


]B V 19 Hflr 0 111 M2 113 


25 126 |27 


[30 {31 |32 


I [46 


48 149 150 


152 |53 1 54 


by Mary E. Brindamour 


DOWN 

1 Cowboy boot 
feature 

2 Burgundy or 
rose 

3 Work— (try) 

4 Baseball 

5 Hurt 

6 Mild oath 

7 Fan 

8 Handy 


9 Biblical song 

10 Intermittently 

1 1 Pastrami place 

12 Diploma owner 

13 Sicilian s pouter 

21 Train systems: 
abbr. 

22 City on the 
Missouri 

25 Skids 

26 Painter Matisse 

27 Like some 
diamonds 

28 Swindle 

30 Bar accessory 

31 River of France 

32 Two-time 

34 Feminine suffix 

35 The — (rock 
group) 

37 "A poem lovely 
as—" 

38 Chip off the old 
block 

40 Moves 

energetically 


■□□□ □□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□ □□□□□! 
□□□□□□□□□□□ □□□ 
□□□□□□ DBQEa ■ 
QHQQ HBQEIBB 
□□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□a duou □□□□u 

□□□□□□ QQQD ■ 

□□QUO □□□□LID 
□□□ □□□oiHDaaaaa 
□□□□□ DEapa □□□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□ poop 

DOBBQ QBQQ DDBI 
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43 Narrow furrow 

44 Writer Fleming 

46 Diplomat 

47 Shoe forms 

48 Voting area 

49 On the briny 


50 ERA or RBi 

51 'The Way We 


52 French city 

53 Rational baddie 

54 Kerplunk 


increase your success. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) There is an opportunity 
for expansion nearby today, 
however, make sure you’re 
considering the right plan. 
Tend to your health needs 
later this evening and your 
loved ones will be quite 
pleased with your efforts. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Show 
more affection for your 
mate today and he or she 


times. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21.) Once you know what is 
expected of you today by 
your loved ones, do your 
best to please them. Have a 
chat with someone who can 
enlighten you in matters of 
the heart and you will gain 
the admiration of your loved 


VIRGO: (August 


September 22) Be sure to 
handle an important mes- 
sage smoothly this morning. 
Be very careful while dri- 
ving on the highway or in 
motion of any kind, so that 
there won’t be any difficul- 
ties which you will need to 
deal with in the next few 
days. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Don’t put of 
- annoying debt-any longer^—, 
get it off' ■ the • books- today 1 
"off ofry^rffin^Ybu' 
really shine romantically 
tonight with your mate, so 
don’t make the mistake of 
neglecting any of his or her 
intentions. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Invite some 
close friends in tonight and 
enjoy company. Be sure 
your house is in good order, 
though, and be a charming 
host or hostess in treating 
your guests with the respect 
and goodwill which is nec- 


essary. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) Be 
as constructive and practical 
as possible today. Handle 
your correspondence this 
afternoon, and be happy 
socialising tonight with the 
right people and you can 


gain the respect which you 
are seeking. 

CAPRICORN: (December 
22 to January 20) Look over 
your property carefully 
today. There is an easy way 

JC^make ^..more .vaJuabkf 

and comtoftable ! for '.those 
who liv'd. qpder.yopr.;rppf. ; 
Be sure to drive* carefully' 
while on the highway to pre- 
vent difficulties. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Today is a 
good day to make use of 
your fine sense of humour, 
whether in business or when 
dealing with close friends, 
however, avoid’sarcasm and 
you will get noticed by 
those in authority who can 
make you success: 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) A . seemingly 
great opportunity will pre- 
sent itself today, however, 
be on the guard for hidden 
strings which are attached. 
Enjoy your mate this 
evening and you will receive 
extra attention which will be 
pleasant. 
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By Thomas S. Person. 
Asm *fagt‘K Cam »/ 1 
Rightcr Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Make sure your 
abilities are policed by 
superiors today, however, 
don't take any crazy risks. 

Get into community 
affairs later this evening 
and drive very' carefully 
while on the highway to 
prevent accidents. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) If you operate in 
a more modem fashion 
today, you can add con- 
siderably to your success. 

Be very practical where 
investments are con- % 
cemed. Later this evening V : 
go out on the town with 
close friends. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Enjoy spons 
with a close friend this 
evening, however, be sure 
you do something to 
please your mate first and 
avoid disagreement*; at ail 
costs. Today is a good day 
to finish up with any cur- 
rent projects. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Be 
factual and succinct today 
when dealing in business 
matters. Avoid getting into 
a situation which will 
attract attention. Later this 
evening will be good for 
discussing any course of 
action with a knowledge- 
able person. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Take some time to 
come to an agreement 
with your fellow associ- 
ates concerning current f 1 
career activities and you 
will develop a better 
understanding. Pay some 
needed attention to your 
health this evening and get 
some rest. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Take care 
of appointments for enter- 
^nmenireariy.tpdayvthen 
dive into your . career 
, activities and'be efficient. 

Be sure to dress well this 
evening. since the 
progress of your career 
could depend upon who is 
watching. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Don’t do 
anything which will irri- 
tate your loved ones, han- 
dle conditions at home 
more seriously, and they 
will soon improve 
immensely all around. 
Later this evening will be 
good for you to take you 
mate out on the town. 
SCORPIO: (October 23* 
to November 21) Attend 
to important out-of-town 
comunications today and 
you will get noticed by 
those in authority. Avoid 
any people who are very 
critical this evening. Han- 
dle business at home so 
that you can spend more 
time with loved ones. 
SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Stay well within 
your budget tonight. Show 
that you are wise today, 
and listen to the valuable 
advice of an expert. Be 
practical with career activ- 
ities so that you will gain 
recognition of a bigwig 
l and become ijuite suc- 
cessful. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Take 
the time today to meet./' 
witli an old friend you 
haven t seen for some 
time. This person later this 
evening, just like old time, 
will cheer you up. You can 
meet with fellow associ- 
ates and decide on the best 
course of action. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2 1 
to February 1 19) There are 
many private matters 
which need to be kindled 
today, so get to them. 

Help your loved one by 
organising his or her 
finances and thereby vou 
nnd out if there will' be 
rends enough to handle 
difficulty. 

PISCES: (Februurv 20 to 
March 20) Get in touch 
with a*, many friends as 
Possible May who 
always work well together 
and make plans for recte- . 
anon during the weekend/ 
Later this evening will be 
for you to seek out 
me advice of knowledge- 
able people. 
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Business & Finance 

^ —— — l — 

Israeli market faces test 
with Discount Bank offer 


tel AVIV (R) — The 
Israeli government's sale of 
shares in Israel Discount 
Bank next week will pose 
an important test for the Tel 
Aviv stock market’s recov- 
ery that only began in 
November, analysts said 
The Israeli government 
will be offering 17 per cent 
of the bank, Israel’s third 
largest, in a package of 
shares and warrants worth 
approximately 630 million 
shekels ($189 million) at 


the bank's current market 
capitalisation. 

“Six hundred thirty mil- 
lion shekels is a lot of 
money, but I think the mar- 
ket will be able to digest iu 
There's a shortage of secu- 
rities,” said Gidi Halperin, 
investments director of 
Meitav Investments and 
Securities. 

Market sources noted die 
offer would be priced at a 
slight discount to the mar- 
ket 



Investors prepare to set up company 
to produce magnesium oxide 

** IT HAS been learnt that work is underway to set up a 
Jordanian company to be known as the Magnesium Oxide 
Company with a JD30 million capital divided over 30 mil- 
lion shares. The firm which will own, manage and operate 
die project to produce magnesium oxide, will be among 
other companies owned by the Jordanian Dead Sea Indus- 
tries Company which was set up in 1994 as a holding com- 
pany with a JD60 million to establish industries that would 
utilise the Dead Sea minerals. 

It is expected that investors and businessmen from Arab 
Gulf countries would buy shares in the company which 
will handle die project estimated to cost over $89 million. 
The implementation of the project would take 30 months 
of which 24 months will be required for construction and 
erection works. 

The plant would have an annual capacity to produce 

50.000 tonnes of magnesium oxide specifically used to 
manufacture thermal bricks, and 10,000 tonnes of magne- 
sium oxide and hydroxide used in the production of plas- 
hes and chemical as well as medical industries. The com- 
pany expects its products to be sold at the local and 
international markets. 

The feasibility study for the project has estimated the 
return on the total investment to be around 15.2 per cent 
and die return on the capital at 18.2 per cent (A1 Aswaq). 

Civil Service Commission received 

15.000 employment applications in ( 96 

** ABOUT 1 5.000 employment applications were submit- 
ted to die Civil Service Commission last year. Of these 
applications, 4,961 were from male university graduates 
and 6357 were from female university graduates. The 
number of those with diplomas were 2,030 males and 
2,600 females while the numbers of applicants holding 
only the secondary high school certificate were 2.030 
males and 823 females. 

The bulletin issued by the Civil Service Commission 
(CSC) revealed that only 1300 persons (800 males and 
699 females) left their civil service jobs last year. The bul- 
letin said that; the CSC nominated 6,000 candidates to jobs 
at the Ministry of Education but 3,000 of persons were 
actually appointed. Another 2305 persons were nominat- 
ed to woric at the Ministry of Health but only 910 were 
appointed. At other ministries and government depart- 
ments 1,081 persons were employed out of 4,893 persons 
nominated by the CSC 

According to the bulletin, 1 10 civil servants were sent to 
acquire masters or doctorate degrees and 6,400 persons 
were sent on scholarships to study in Jordan and abroad 
(Ai Aswaq). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergon 



‘In college, you wanted to change 
the world. Now you only want 
to change channels!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 1 
by HMf Anrtd IU» ArgMon 


Unscramble these four Jumtotos, 
one tatter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary wOftto- 
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Now arrange the cUded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the ahro caitoon. 


Ttatenta/S 


(Answers tomotrow) 

jumbles: AGLOW DUCHY FLORID PEWTER 
Answer. A sktewaft artist can do 6tb - 
DRAW A CROWD 


The new issues market 
dried up in the bourse’s 
three-year slump, which is 
now widely seen to have 
ended since share prices 
began a virtually non-stop 
ascent at the start of 
November. 

Analysts said the market 
should now be strong 
enough to absorb the dis- 
count offering. 

Only a few weeks ago, 
MI Holdings, the govern- 
ment company charged 
with selling the govern- 
ment’s bank shares, was 
weighing an offering 
entirely of attractively 
priced warrants — a sepa- 
rately priced security 
allowing investors to buy 
the shares over a period of 
time — because of the mar- 
ket’s weakness. 

“A failure in this (offer- 
ing) would have a very neg- 
ative effect on the market.” 
said Eli Nahum, director of 
research of Zannex Securi- 
ties. “I don’t expect a fail- 
ure.’' 

About 28 per cent of the 
total proceeds will be from 
a share tranche, another 32 
per cent frorp three-month 
warrants and the remainder 
from nine-month options, 
giving investors the right 
but not the obligation to 
buy the shares. Institutional 
investors will be entitled to 
bid prior to the public offer- 
ing for 60 per cent of the 
issue. 

The government success- 
fully floated 143 per cent 
of Discount in March 1996. 
The bank's shares had been 
removed from trading on 
the Tel Aviv Stock 
Exchange after the govern- 
ment took over most com- 
mercial banks in the wake 
of a 1983 bank shares 
crash. 

To compensate for the 
lack of local interest in last 
year’s offering, the govern- 
ment made a strong pitch to 
foreign investors, going so 
far as to conduct a road- 
show in. Europe. This time, 
however, underwriters 
expressed confidence local 
investors could carry the 
issue. 


Gaza to 
get first 
fast food 
restaurant 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Gaza City will get its first 
Ameri can-style fast food 
restaurant next month 
when a local businessman 
opens a branch of Ken- 
tucky Fried Chicken. 

Zaki Ghali. chairman of 
board of the Serena Trad- 
ing Company, said he had 
bought exclusive licensing 
rights to Colonel Sanders' 
famous fried chicken fran- 
chise for the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank through the 
chain’s Cairo branch. 

**We will open here dur- 
ing the first week of March 
and will inaugurate a sec- 
ond outlet in Bethlehem a 
month later,” Mr. Ghali told 
AFP. 

The restaurant, sporting 
Kentucky Fried Chicken's 
trademark red and white 
stripes and portrait of the 
white-bearded Colonel 
Sanders, is located on a 
main street near the Gaza 
City beachfronL 

Mr. Ghali said the Cairo 
office of Kentucky Fried 
Chicken sent a team to 
oversee the restaurant’s 
construction and would 
provide the local outlet's 
manager. 

"This project will be a 
big success because Gaza 
is developing and our 
restaurant will show that it 
is not a small town any- 
more,” Mr. Ghali said 

Mr. Ghali acknowledged 
chat economic difficulties 
caused by the nearly year- 
long travel restrictions 
imposed on the Palestinian 
territories by Israel could 
eat into his potential clien- 
tele. 

“We are trying to make 
our food affordable for 
everyone, we will. fry to be 
the. cheapest testauranr in 
Gaza,” be said, while 
declining to say how much 
his outlet would charge for 
its offerings. 
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Amoco studies Egypt 
gas exports to Jordan 


By Suleiman Al KJialidi 

Reiners 

AMMAN — U.S. oil com- 
pany Amoco Corp has 
signed a deal to study build- 
ing a pipeline to export 
Egyptian gas to Jordan. 
Energy Minister Hashem 
Dabbas said Wednesday. 

Dr. Dabbas said the 
pipeline would cross 
Egypt’s Sinai peninsula, 
pass under the Red Sea and 
pump gas to Jordan's south- 
ern port of Aqaba, hooking 
up to a national gas grid 
which Amoco is also plan- 
ning as pan of the project, 

“A letter of intent was 
signed in which Amoco 
will undertake a feasibility 
study for a pipeline to sup- 
ply Egyptian gas to Jor- 
dan." Dr. Dabbas told 
Reuters. 

Jordanian energy officials 
said the project, which 
bypasses Israel, was more 
feasible both economically 
and politically than another 
plan to supply Jordan and 
Israel with liquefied gas by 
tanker from the Gulf state 
of Qatar. That deal fell 
through when Israel let an 


initial agreement with U.S. 
firm Enron Corp. lapse. 

Plans to sell Egyptian gas 
to Israel and Jordan through 
a "peace pipeline” extend- 
ing up the eastern Mediter- 
ranean coast to Turkey, pro- 
moted in the euphoria fol- 
lowing Israel's 1 993 self- 
rule agreement with the 
Palestinians, also faded last 
year when Egypt 
announced it would ship 
the gas to Turkey by tanker. 

Dr. Dabbas said Egypt 
was now more inclined to 
sell gas to Jordan than the 
Jewish state. 

“Egypt wants to export 
pan of its gas supplies and 
had aspired to sell to Israel 
but Jordan has a priority.... 
Egypt is ready to extend the 
pipeline to our border.” he 
said. 

Dr. Dabbas said it was 
still too early to estimate 
the cost of the pipeline, 
which officials say would 
be at least 300 kilometres 
long, or the amount of gus 
Jordan would require. 

The gas supplies would 
aim to meet the demands of 
Jordan's fertiliser industry, 
major industrial concerns. 


and growing needs of its 
power stations. 

Jordan's electricity capac- 
ity is expected to reach 
I3CHJ megawatts by the 
year 2000 from a present 
1,100 megawatts. Fuel 
consumption is forecast to 
grow by five per cent a year. 

The Jordanian officials 
said Amoco, which is 
widening its gas explo- 
ration in the Middle East, 
may bo encouraged to move 
ahead with the Jordan pro- 
ject and other regional 
linkups, with prospect of 
rising inirpiit from its Nile 
Delta gas fields. 

"Amoco is very enthusi- 
astic about the project.” Dr 
Dabbas said. Officials saiu 
Amoco and its Belgian 
partner Traeiebol also 
want to "develop, imple- 
ment. invest, build and 
operate a pipeline system to 
distribute and sell gas with- 
in Jordan.” 

The national gas pipeline 
network would be for both 
industrial use and elect rici- 
ty generation. 

Amoco is already 
involved with Jordan in 
plans to enhance its 30 mil- 


lion cubic feet per day 
Risha gas fields near the 
Iraqi border. 

Ionian's electric power 
generation, currently run on 

expensive heavy fuel oil. 
could switch easily to 
cheaper gas. 

They said the cost of 
transporting gas by pipeline 
would be one third of the 
cost of transporting it by 
tankers. which 'require 
expensive liquefaction and 
rcgasiiication terminals. 

The Egypt- Jordan gas 
pipeline, which bypasses 
Israel, is u snub to the con- 
cept of Arab- Israeli cooper- 
ation. they said. 

Under the nev. agreement 
signed less than two weeks 
ago. an IS month pcrioJ is 
spelt out from the date of 
(he letter of intent to reach 
final accord on gas purchas- 
es. Amoco will complete in 
eight months die project's 
feasibility study. 

However, officials said 
everything depended on 
how much Amoco would 
charge Jordan for the gas in 
what is a private venture 
under a Build. Operate and 
Own (BOO) deal. 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

or 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE • 
TRADED 
JD 

□PEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CSANCS 

1 263.000 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.4 

1.33 

13 

520 

137660 

261.50 

263.50 

2.00+ 

5.500 

4.250 

CAIRO AMMAN BANK 

10.3 

3.00 

2 

150 

740 

5.00 

5.00 


3.660 

2.900 

BANK OT JORDAN 

12.1 

0.00 

2 

1050 

3468 

3.20 

3.35 

.15+ 

2.670 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DBV-BK. 

5.6 

5.66 

12 

9250 

22896 

2.44 

2.46 

.02+ 

S.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BK. 

13.1 

2.82 

25 

35762 

173146 

4.75 

4.90 

.15+ 

2.950 

2.440 

JOB- KUWAIT BANK 

20.2 

0.00 

6 

4081 

11382 

2. BO 

2.79 

.01- 

1.090 

. 8 (JO 

JOR.OOLT BANK 

5.7 

7.29 

4 

2400 

2309 

.96 

.96 


4.180 

3. 480 

JOB. ISLAMIC BANK 

19.2 

0.00 

35 

6825 

27325 

3.96 

4.00 

.04- 

3.040 

1.620 

BEIT. AL— HAL (BEITNA) 

1.0 

9.26 

3 

1250 

2020 

1.62 

1.62 


1.450 

1.000 

PHILADEL. INV.BK. 

9 

0.00 

1 

5000 

6000 

1-25 

1.20 

.05- 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS I HD EX 1 200.59 «CHC: 

+0.M 

103 

66288 

396944 




2.830 

1.830 

JOR FRENCH INSDR. 

5.5 

10.31 

3 

450 

871 

1.93 

1.94 

.01+ 

INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX i 119.94 ^CSGf 

+0.05 

3 

450 

871 




1.830 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PHR. 

11.4 

7.27 

23 

11262 

18585 

1.64 

1.65 

.01+ 

1.600 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

48 

14266 

18334 

1.26 

1.29 

.03+ 

1.050 

.820 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

21.3 

3.88 

10 

6900 

6613 

.93 

.96 

.03+ 

1.050 

. 5BO 

JORDAN ZNTL-THAD. 

32.3 

0.00 

2 

186 

117 

.65 

.63 

.02- 

2.200 

1.490 

KID. EAST HOTELS 

65.9 

0.00 

1 

100 

153 

1.52 

1.53 

.01+ 

1.220 

-960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 

1 

300 

324 

1.05 

1.0B 

.03+ 

2.230 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

11.3 

4.67 

S3 

23450 

50300 

2.13 

2.14 

.01+ 

SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX i 112. 

BO ICHG: 

♦ 0.39 

138 

56464 

94427 




3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.9 

2.87 

5 

6955 

24200 

3.48 

3.48 


3.500 

2.710 

JOR -PHOSPHATE MINES 

36.6 

0.00 

1 

1000 

3400 

3.40 

3.40 

- 

6.000 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

ia .2 

3.33 

7 

3300 

19800 

6.00 

6.00 

- 

10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFINARY 

10.1 

7.99 

7 

621 

6214 

10. 00 

10.01 

.01+ 

1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

57.3 

0.00 

n 

]50 

193 

1.24 

1.29 

.05+ 

3.560 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COHH-AGR. 

37.5 

0.00 

24 

6150 

16994 

2.66 

2.79 

.13+ 

4.500 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MANF. 

21.3 

5.17 

99 

26204 

100734 

3.74 

3.37 

.13+ 

T 6.600 

5.6S0 

JOR. CERAMIC ISO. 

8.4 

3.69 

7 

666 

4455 

6.45 

6.77 

.32+ 

7.200 

4.250 

DAR ALDAHA DV.IHV. 

13.5 

4.05 

13 

3700 

10127 

4.70 

4.94 

.24+ 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 5 POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

50 

53550 

32666 

.60 

.61 

.01+ 

1.430 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

8.2 

6.63 

2 

1000 

1200 

1.22 

1.20 

.02- 

1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9.9 

8.9S 

10 

55CC 

3690 

.67 

.67 


1.540 

.930 

INTEHHED . PKTHO . CHEH . 

9 

0.00 

7 

1450 

1614 

1.09 

1.11 

.02+ 

3.250 

2.280 

UNTV.CHEH. INDS. 

68.7 

0.00 

•* 

125 

323 

2.53 

2.60 

.07+ 

1.670 

1.080 

ARAB PHXHM.CHEM. 

28. E 

0.00 

47 

23SOO 

35643 

1.46 

1.53 

.07+ 

1.550 

1.000 

KAHTHER INVEST. 

39.5 

5.45 

2 

250 

273 

1.05 

1.10 

.05+ 

3.020 

1.440 

UNIV. HODN. INDS. 

5.2 


17 

B7QQ 

15121 

1.73 

. 1-73 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 118.82 *CHO: 

+0.44 

397 

210201 

364149 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX: 157 

24 ZCHGi 

+0.68 

641 

333403 

846391 
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.700 

.440 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

20.9 

0.00 

l 

IDO 

52 

.50 

.52 

.02+ 

.790 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

15.7 

0.00 

18 

19030 

11699 

.58 

.59 

.01+ 

.870 

.700 

UNION INV. 50* 

68.9 

0.00 

6 

1865 

410 

.73 

.72 

-01- 

.910 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

a 

11250 

5175 

.45 

.46 

.01+ 

.640 

.260 

JOR . INDS .MATCH- JEMCO 

g 

0.00 

1 

250 

70 

.27 

.28 

.01 + 

.780 

.510 

ARAB FOOD fi MED. 

E 

0.00 

6 

1050 

660 

.60 

.63 

.03+ 

1.690 

1.300 

NATL- CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

2 

100 

143 

1.40 

1.43 

.03+ 

.840 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

g 

0.00 

4 

2500 

1375 

.55 

.55 

- 

.890 

.400 

NATL . MULT . ENG . KAMI CO 

E 

0.00 

21 

10850 

5211 

.48 

.49 

.01+ 

.730 

.430 

HAYXAX DIES 6 MOULDS 

S 

0.00 

11 

8250 

5005 

.58 

.61 

.03+ 

.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

3 

7S0 

570 

.77 

.77 

- 

.740 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

26.3 

0.00 

B 

16150 

7281 

.45 

.46 

.01+ 

.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

3 

23150 

18889 

.78 

.82 

.04+ 

.950 

.530 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.9 

0.00 

8 

11350 

7575 

.65 

.67 

.02+ 

GRAND TOTAL 




90 

107445 

64119 
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DA JAN 

jf Wr i_ l C R 3 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold, 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 




FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisarti, .second floor; 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in At Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 -810609 
Fax: 810520 > 


STUDIO HAMS 

P r ofrtrintwt Quafityj in. 

I Hour Service 

Develop jnorcoinr fib at 
onr shop end get;- 

• JUMBO pfcota 


Free mmiar 9 m- 



Bmk. Phone: 
Swefieh td: 823891 


-CLI-AMNG SERVICES 
Hi A'F.OFRCIi.S. • 
?UB),1CPUCFS 

A) UNTEW N f.'£ SERVICES 

SNST-MSS- • • 


-FOR KENT: 

I'FLFXi: Vjj.LAS ANi 
Fiats iRjRSISHEDi 
U.NiTRXISHFD ■ 


' J®L 



Qualty Serviced Suites 
One ft TWo Bedroom* 

Daily ft Loot Stay 

Reasonable Rales 


5th (. 

Te! 


crown nora. 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

-SAUNA JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 
-FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station RdL 





FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


ids 


fO 


&ed*ttu*s&a*t£ 

Teppcinyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


ill : 699369 
I AX : 704414 



Lo FOR 
I RENT 

I L)c:4\l; Vil.fts 


'\pjVA| - iratTl!S 
: ht A nr-' man 


For details please call 

Tel . §§4230 
Fax. 864231 


Pizza Grande 



Try the only 

STUFFED PIZZA * 
in Town (Chicago Style) 
PAN PIZZA 
(Thin or Thick Crust) 
ITALIAN SANDWICHES 
Halm Bay. MeaHuBs^ 
’ion', 


(pc r{ea! Italia q fasts 
C-OLT/T et ViZZfi ' 


Scratch &.Win A Car 
( SEAT C0RD03A 97) 
and other Prizes . 

Get your Coupon for 
Every Purchase of 5 J.D. 
Froo Delivery 
Take Away 
Dine In 


Ow Indoor Temeoe Tljr The AUMm 
Mata&ftnm 


Tel- 688 471 Ext. -32 
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Sports 


NBA considers ending 
Olympic ‘Dream Teams’ 


NEW YORK (AFP) — “Dream Team" 
Olympic squads composed torally of top 
National Basketball Association players 
could be eliminated for the 2000 Sydney 
Games under a plan being considered by 
league officials. 

Russ Granik. deputy commissioner of the 
league, said the next United States Olympic 
men’s basketball team might be a mix of 
NBA players and college talent in training 
for their first NBA season. 

"We're only in the early stages of dis- 
cussing this. I don't want to rule anything 
out," Granik said. “The question would be 
whether some pan of the team could be 
made up of players right out of college. I 
think that is at least a possibility." 

The original Barcelona gold medal Dream 
Team starred Michael Jordan, Magic 
Johnson, Scottie Pippen, Charles Barkley 
and Larry Bird. But on its roster was 


Christian Laertner, who had just finished 
his senior year at Duke University and was 
preparing for his first NBA season. 

No players without NBA experience par- 
ticipated on the second at third “Dream 
Team" squads, which won titles at the 1994 
World Championships in Toronto and 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta. 

Teams of U.S. collegians competed in 
prior international events with diminishing 
results, including losses at the Pan 
American Games. Olympics and World 
Championships. Their failures prompted 
the “Dream Team" idea. 

Unlike previous eras, Granik said it would 
be unlikely players planning a return to col- 
lege would be invited 'to play alongside 
NBA talent at the Olympics. 

“I think that would be a very difficult 
mix." he said. 


Ferrari come up with winning blend 


MILAN (AFP) — Ferrari 
have recreated the team 
which took Michael 
Schumacher to the world 
titles in 1994 and 1995. 

The Italian Grand Prix 
team have hired Rory 
Byrne, who designed 
Schumacher's World 
Championship winning 

Benetton cars, to replace 
star designer John Barnard. 

Byrne will join Ross 
Brawn, his former technical 
chief at Benetton. hired t by 
Ferrari earlier this year.* He 
will stan on Feb. 1 7. Ferrari 
announced Tuesday. 

Ferrari hired Schumacher 
last season for a reputed $25 
million a year in its effort to 

regain the tide it has not 

won since 1979. 

Both Byrne and Brawn 
left Benetton last 
November, Byrne saying he 
wanted to retire after 14 
tough years in racing and 
run a scuba diving school in 
south-east Asia. 

It had long been expected 
that Barnard, in his second 
spell at Ferrari, would not 
hdve his contract renewed 
wjien it expired in mid- 


1997. 

Under the agreement. 
Ferrari said it would 
“assign" the Ferrari Design 
and Development (FDD") 
facilities at Guildford in 
England to him. Barnard set 
up the design and produc- 
tion facilities when he 
joined Ferrari because he 
did not want to move to 
Italy — the second time he 
had such an arrangement 
with the Maraneilo compa- 
ny. 

The announcement said 
FDD would operate 
“autonomously” and Ferrari 
would simply use it as an 
"outside supplier" for pro- 
duction — the current chas- 
sis are made there. 

Ferrari said the move was 
part of “the process of con- 
centrating in Maraneilo all 
the team’s activities”. It has 
been unhappy with the 
arrangement for some time. 

It is the second time 
Barnard, one of the key 
Grand Prix designers of the 
modem era who pioneered 
the all-carbon chassis with 
McLaren, winning three 
championships, has split 


with Ferrari. 

He first joined the compa- 
ny in 1986 and convinced it 
that the design and con- 
struction talent available in 
Britain merited the estab- 
lishment of a Ferrari design 
and prototyping centre at 
Guildford, near his home. 

He pioneered the semi- 
automatic gearbox with the 

1989 Ferrari, and though he 
left at the end of the year to 
join Benetton, the updated 

1990 car gave Ferrari its 
best season since 1979. 

The Guildford centre was 
sold when he left, and 
another established when he 
rejoined Ferrari in 1993, 
hired by its new president 
Luca Di Montezemolo. 

At the launch of his latest 
Feirari last month, Barnard 
said: “I've put a lot of effort 
into Ferrari and I don't want 
to see that wasted. I always 
seem to leave before the 
final prize. 

“There’s a way we can 
work together, but it's prob- 
ably not in the same way we 
do now,” he added. 


CHERISH YOUR LOVE 




AT FORTE GRAND AMMAN 



In a romantic ambiance, with candle light and ail the 
exquisite d ishes, commemorate the special evening. 

j Surprise your sweetheart and celebrate in 
( either our China Town or Andalusia 
] Restaurant. To save the best for last, 
i we have reserved a rose for the lady. 
Make this evening a memorable one ;and 
book now to avoid disappointment. 
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Town 
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Rodman gets ovation 
as Jordan scores 43 




CHICAGO (R) — Michael 
Jordan scored 43 points, 
including a 25-footer at the 
buzzer that gave the 
Chicago Bulls a 103-100 
victory over the Charlotte 
Hornets on Tuesday. 

Dennis Rodman returned 
from an 1 1 -game suspen- 
sion for kicking a camera- 
man and grabbed 14 
rebounds. Rodman received 
a rousing ovation from the 
sellout crowd at the United 
Centre. 

“I though I played like 
(bleep) tonight,” Rodman 
said. “My timing was off. 
but we won, so that’s all that 
matters. It was great to be 
back in front of the fans.” 

Among the crowd was 
Rodman’s father. Philander, 
to whom Rodman has not 
spoken in 30 years. 

“I don’t know if I’m going 
to see my father," Rodman 
said. “The only reason he's 
here is because I’m the only 
one in the family who has 
any money.” 

Rodman received the sec- 
ond-longest suspension in 
NBA history for. kicking 
cameraman Eugene Amos 
in a game January 15th. 

In Cleveland. Chris Mills 
had 22 points and 10 
rebounds as the Cleveland 
Cavaliers had six players- in 
double figures to defeat the 
Philadelphia 76ers. 105-94. 
for the ninth consecutive 
time. 

Tyrone HiU also had a sea- 
son-high 22 points and 10 
rebounds and Bobby Sura 
added 14 for Cleveland, 
which had lost four of its 
last five games. 

In Dallas, Vemon 
Maxwell scored a season- 
high 34 points and Vinny 
Del Negro added 18 as the 
San Antonio Spurs stopped 
a six-game losing streak 
with a 111-97 victory over 
the Dallas Mavericks. ■ 

Maxwell shot 7-for-Il 
from three-point range and 
almost outscored the 
Mavericks’ starters, who 
had just 38 points. Carl 
Herrera scored 14 points 
and Avery Johnson 13 
assists and nine points. 

In Houston, Kevin Willis 
and Brent Price each scored 
20 points off the bench as 
the Houston Rockets used a 
key 16-0 run for a 106-97 
victory over the Vancouver 
Grizzlies, snapping a six- 
game losing streak. 
Rockets All-Star forward 
Charles Barkley had 13 
points and eight assists as he 


hloc 

Hill 


returned from a sprained 
right ankle. 

In Los Angeles, Malik 
Sealy scored 21 points and-- 
Loy Vaught added 18, 
including a key jumper with 
82 seconds left, as the Los 
Angeles Clippers won their 
fourth consecutive game. 
116-112 over the Boston 
Celtics. 

Rodney . Rogers also 
scored 18 points and Eric 
Piatkowski added 15 for 
Los Angeles. In Miami, 
Tim Hardaway scored 1 7 of 
his 31 points in the third 
quarter as the Miami Heat 
won their seventh consecu- 
tive game with a 104-91 vic- 
tory over the Detroit 
Pistons. 

Hardaway added 10 
assists and three steals, 
/ylonzo Mourning had 29 
)ints. 1 1 rebounds and five 
locks for the HeaL Grant 
scored 17 points and 
Terry Mills added 15 for 
Detroit 

' In Milwaukee, Viri Baker 
had eight points and a pair 
of key blocked shots in the 
final four minutes as the 
Milwaukee Bucks snapped 
■ a five-game losing streak 
with a 101-96 victory over 
the Toronto Raptors. 
Baker finished with 23 
points and nine rebounds 
and Ray Allen added 19 
points for the Bucks, who 
had dropped 15 of their last 
21 games. 

In Orlando, Khalid Reeves 
made a pair of three-point- 
ers down the stretch as the 
New Jersey Nets snapped a 
seven-game losing streak to 
the Orlando Magic with a 
104-98 victory. 

Kendall Gill had 28 points 
and eight assists, .^nd Kerry 
Kittles had 25 and Reeves 
finished with 19 points for 
New Jersey. In Portland, 
Kenny Anderson scored 19 
of his 33 points in the fourth 
quarter as the Portland Trail 
Blazers snapped a five- 
game losing streak with a 
liiFtQS jvictocy ioirec.-ihe-.: 
Phoenix SiuiSturiuou nomrm ■* 
Anderson made .five foul 
shots in the final 21 sec- 
onds, including one with 
10.9 seconds left that gave 
Portland a three-point lead. 
Phoenix guards - Wesley 
Person and Kevin Johnson 
missed three-pointers in the 
waning seconds. 

In Sacramento, Karl 
MaJone scored all 30 of his 
points in the first three quar- 
ters as the Utah Jazz explod- 
ed for a season high in 
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Scott Williams (55) of the Philadelphia 76ers finds the hoop blocked by Tyrone Hill 
arid Danny Ferry (35) of the Cleveland Cavaliers during their NBA game at the Gund 
Arena,-Cieveiand defeats Philadelphia^ 105-94 (Reuters photo) . 
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mastery of the ‘Sacramento 
Kings with a 120-98 victo- 
ry. Shandon Anderson 
scored 20 to lead the Jazz. 

In Seattle. Gary Payton 
scored 28 points and Sam 
Perkins had all II of-his 
during a key second-quarter 
run as the Seattle 
Supersonics snapped a two- 
game skid with a 108-81 
rout of the Denver Nuggets. 
Payton added nine assists. 


‘Slutwn ‘ ' T£e'mp : ' scoteti :T2! ' 
points, and Hersey Hawkins 
and Jim Mcllvaine each 
added 1 1 for Seattle. In 
Washington. Patrick Ewing 
a nd Joh n. Starks scored IS 
points^apiece as the New 
York Knicks spoiled the 
debut of Washington coach 


Bemie Btckeftiaff ahd’.tibn- 
tinued their domination of 
the Bullets 97-92. 


Allan Houston added 17 
points for the Knicks. who 
defeated the Bullets for the 
Fifth straight time and 20th 
in the last 21 jneetings. 


NBA RESULTS 
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Would you rather play or defend 
tout hearts after the lead of the ace 
of spades? Had West led a trump 
instead, would you change your 
min d7 

Four hearts ia the correct pre- 
empt with the South hand even 
JulneraNe. The hearts will certain, 
ly produce ox tricks and the dub 


1 that niff and 

then lead the queen or diamonds. 
However, East can win the ace and 
return a trump, and you will enjoy 
th0Be Borgeous dia- 
monds m dummy. Hod will have to 

lose at least three more tricks. 
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“Custom Made Citizen” 


Y Ndun e Hisham’s Theatre 
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The theatre opens on the 
Ramadan Holiday 

with the new play entitled 

Aman..Ya Ho 
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Bill Parcclls (L) smiles as he and team owner Leon 
Hess pose for photos, after a press conference where 
Parcells took the reins as the New York Jets head 
coach and chief of football operations at the team's 
Hempstead, New York headquarters (Renters 
photo) 
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SAN JOSE (R) — Pete 
Sampras dispatched big- 
serving German Alex 
Radulescu 7-6 (7-3) 6-3 in 
the first round of the 
5303,000 Sybase Open ten- 
nis tournament Tuesday. 

“Alex is a very tough 
player;” Sampras said. “He 
was just a couple of points 
from bearing me in Basle 
last fall. He's got a big 
game and had nothing to 
lose, so I’m happy with the 
result.” 

Sampras, a California 
native, approached the 
match like a practice ses- 
sion, attempting just about 
every shot in his formidable 
arsenal against Radulescu, a 
1996 Wimbledon quarterfi- 
nalisL 

Up until the first-set 
tiebreak. Radulescu 

matched Sampras' service 
rockets. But ahead 3-1 in 
the tiebreak, Radulescu let a 
floating backhand return of 
serve go by him to fall safe- 
ly in the comer. 

“I didn’t think I could hit 
die volley very well. He hit 
it almost on the frame. It 
was flapping." the 62- 
ranked Radulescu said. 

Sampras, , a, nine-time 
grand slam champion, ran 
off the next five points of 
the tiebreak, charging the 


net at every opportunity. He 
delighted the crowd with a 
half- volley, backhand win- 
ner off his shoe tips. 

Sampras broke Radulescu 
in the German’s first service 
game of the second set and 
never looked back. 

“Against Alex, you just 
have to hang in there, 
because you know he's not 
going to play at such a high 
level all match," said 
Sampras, the defending 
champion. 

“1 always feel a little vul- 
nerable in my first match, 
but I’ve played tournaments 
for many years, and I know 
that in early matches I just 
have to wait for my tennis 
to materialise ” 

In the other singles match 
Tuesday, Canada's Daniel 
Nestor overwhelmed 
Stanford University's num- 
ber one player Ryan 
Welters 6-0 6-1 in just 49 
minutes. 

Only two singles matches 
were played in San Jose, 
because seven players who 
will take part in eight 
scheduled first-round sin- 
gles matches competed for 
their respective countries in 
the Davis Cup last weekend 
and had to fly long dis- 
tances to reach San Jose. 
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‘New-look’ Pierce 
makes winning start 
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Aman- Ya 


PARIS (AFP.) — Mary 
Pierce made peace with 
the home fans who jeered 
her off the Coubertin cen- 
tre-court twelve months 
ago by scoring a straight- 
sets first-round victory 
over Sweden’s plucky Asa 
Carlsson at the Paris open 
late Tuesday. 

The eighth-seeded, 22- 
year-old French player, 
who upset the crowd by 
her grimacing and general 
demeanour while losing 
to Germany’s Petra 
Begerow in her first 
match here last year, was 
much more relaxed and 
businesslike against 
Carlsson and she needed 
just 67 minutes to score a 
6-2, 6-3 victory. 

Pierce now faces a sec- 
ond-round clash against 
Czech qualifier 

Adriana Gersi who ear- 
lier put out Andrea Glass 
of Germany 7-5. 6-0. 

Finalist at last month's 
Australian Open and 
playing her first tourna- 
ment since joining up 
with Martina 

Navratilova's former 
coach Craig Kardon, 
Pierce’s only doubts came 
in the second set when she 
squandered a 4- 1 lead. 

But she calmed the 
nerves of her entourage in 
the players’ box by break- 
ing back for 5-3 and then 
served out for victory. 

In the day’s other first- 
round matches, Kristie 
Boogen of the 
Netherlands won a curi- 
ous three-set clash with 
France’s Sandrine Testud 
0-6, 6-1, 7-6 (7/2) after 
double-faulting four times 
while serving for the 
match at 5-4 in the third. 

And Boogen’s seventh- 
deeded Brenda Schultz- 
McCarthy was too power- 
fit! for plucky Henrieta 
Nagyova of Slovakia and 
came back to win 4-6, 6- 
1 , 6 - 2 . 


French wildcard Anne- 
Gaelle Sidot continued 
her recent run of success- 
es by defeating Maria 
Strandlund of Sweden 6- 
2, 6-7, (3/7) 6-1 and Silvia 
Farina of Italy reached a 
second-round showdown 
with top-seeded Martina 
Hingis of Switzerland by 
beating Katerina 

Studenikova of Slovakia 
3-6, 6-1, 6-3. 

Farina defeated Hingis 
here last year. 

Fifth-seeded Irina 
Spirlea of Romania 
scored a 6-4, 7-5 win over 
Elena Likhovtseva of 
Russia and Sabine 
Appel mans of Belgium 
defeated Magdalena 
Maleeva of Bulgaria 7-5, 
6 - 2 . 

“Obviously I’m very 
pleased to have got 
through the first round 
and I thought the public 
were great," said Pierce 
after her win. 

“I didn’t think back to 
what happened last year, s 
I’ve learned you have to 
take each match and each 
tournament as it comes. 

“I liked the surface and 
above all I was serving 
well — and that makes a 
big difference to my 
game.” 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Tomba goes out of giant slalom 

SESTRJERE (R) — Reigning champion Alberto Tomba 
retired from the men’s giant slalom Wednesday after nar 
rowly avoiding a fall only 30 seconds into his first race of 
the Alpine Skiing World Championships. The 30-year-old 
Italian, winner of the slalom and giant slalom at the 1996 
Sierra Nevada championships, was the 16th starter on the 
icy Sises 2 piste. He was knocked out of the seeded group 
last month after failing to finish his only World Cup giant 
of the season in the Swiss resort of Adelboden, Six of the 
15 starters before him on Wednesday had crashed out and 
Tomba lost his balance soon into his run. He recovered but 
lost a huge amount of rime and, after running into further 
trouble, skied off the piste. Thousands of Tomba fans had 
made the journey 10 the north-western resort, gathering in 
the early hours with their banners and klaxons 10 cheer on 
their hero. 

Sabonis to miss another week 

PORTLAND (AFP) — Portland centre Arvydas Sabonis, 
who has been out with a bruised left calf since January 24, 
has not returned to practice and will be sidelined for at 
least another week. Sabonis, who averaged 14 points and 
8. 1 rebounds in 41 games, suffered the injury late in a 98- 
97 loss to Seattle and has missed eight National Basketball 
Association games. Trail Blazers’ coach PJ. Carlesimo 
was more pessimistic about Sabonis being back soon, say- 
ing, “we haven’t even talked about when he can come 
back to practice, much less play." Sabonis, 32, averaged 
14.5 points and 8.1 rebounds last season in his first NBA 
campaign. 97 

Stich out of Marseille event 

MARSEILLE (AFP) — Czech Republic’s Daniel Vacek 
caused the shock of the day at the ATP event here on 
Tuesday when he knocked out Germany’s third-seeded 
Michael Stich 6-4, 6-2. Stich, a runner-up at the French 
Open at Roland Garros last year, had no luck this rime on 
French soil, despite taking a 4-1 lead in the first set. 
However in view of recent poor results — a first round 
loss at Doha, and a second round loss in the Australian 
Open — Stich 's defeat is less of a surprise. However for 
world number 74 Vacek, it was a welcome further success 
in Marseille following his final appearance against Boris 
Becker of Germany in 1995. 

Vialli in talks with Saints 

SOUTHAMPTON (AFP) — l/nsettled Chelsea striker 
GianJuca Vialli could be on his way to Premiership rivals 
Southampton after holding talks with Graeme Sourness 
here on Wednesday. The former Juventus captain had a 
working breakfast with Southampton manager Souness, 
his old friend from their playing days at Sampdoria, and 
the two are believed to have discussed details of a possible 
move. The 32-year-old Italian international has lost his 
first-team place at Chelsea to Mark Hughes and criticised 
his manager Ruud Gullit for leaving him out. The fee for 
Vialli is understood to be three million pounds (about S4.8 
million) and his wages at Chelsea, where he arrived on a 
free transfer from Juventus in the summer, are believed to 
be 25,000 pounds a week. 


Players strike at Belgian soccer club 

BRUSSELS (R) — Players at Belgian Second Division 
soccer club Beerschot collectively hung up their boots on 
Tuesday after not being paid since October. The players 
were promised payment last month but the money has yet 
to materialise. The management of the club, which is 14th 
ia the division with 22 points from 22 games, promised to 
rectify the situation as soon as possible. The players set a 
deadline of Tuesday morning and when no one from the 


management turned up, decided to go on strike. 

Them to accept Rangers offer 

STOCKHOLM (.AFP) — Sweden captain Jonas Them 
Tuesday told Swedish paper Expressen it would be hard to 
refuse the finan cial offer from Glasgow Rangers. The 29- 
year-old Roma player, who has made up bis mind to leave 
Italy, said he would have to combine the wages offered by 
Beofica, Napoli and Roma together to reach the sum pro- 
posed by Glasgow. Still according ro Expressen, Glasgow 
have offered Them a minimum of two years and maxi- 
mum of a three-year contract worth 10 million Swedish 
crowns (about 835,000 pounds) a year. Them would leave 
on a free transfer from Roma at the end of the season. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished flat in a two-storey house only. Consisting of three 
bedrooms, L-shape living dining room. Separate entrance, 
central heating, air-con rationing and telephone. 

Location:- Jaba! Amman, Sixth Circle, near Amra Hotel and 
Diplomatic Centre. Rent JD7.200 per annum. 

Telephone 813709 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 


326 Sq.m, 3 bedrooms, maid quarter, garden, tele- 
phone line, unfurnished, located at Urn Uthaina. 

Please call the owner on 5510103, 683896, 
Mobile No. 079-31170 or 43298 


* 



Wiberg aims to win 
World Cup title 


SESTRIERE (R) — Pemilla Wiberg’s best chance of sal- 
vaging her Sestriere Alpine Skiing World Championships 
hopes seems ro lie now with Thursday's combined event. 

The world and Olympic champion arrived in Italy as the 
golden girl, winner of two titles in 1996 to go with the three 
other golds she has gathered in her career, and on course to 
become the first Swedish woman to win the overall World 
Cup title. 

In Sierra Nevada last year, her all-round performance won 
her a car as the best skier on the slopes. 

It has all gone horribly wrong in Sestriere. where Wiberg 
has been struggling to overcome sickness. 

Winner of the slalom last year, she crashed out of that dis- 
cipline last week and followed that by finishing sixth in the 
giant, suffering from a cold and losing a ski pole. 

She was only seventh in Tuesday's super-giant slalom. 

“These World Championships are pretty disappointing for 
me," she said, in case any one had any doubts, after a cou- 
ple of mistakes cost her all hope of a Super-G medal. 

With just two races left she needs to lake a medal in 
either the combined or Saturday’s downhill. 

Otherwise she will be heading home to Monte Carlo with- 
out a gold from a major event for the first time. 

Until now she has won at least one in every Olympics or 
World Championships she has entered since 1991. 

She has never won any other colour of medal. 

The downhill looks a long shot, although she has made it 
her major target since she has never won one before. 

The combined is another story. Wiberg won the only 
world cup event held this season in Laax on February 2. 

Hilde Gerg of Germany was second and Anita Wachier of 
Austria was third. They will again be her major rivals along 
with Austrian Renate Goetschl in an event that combines a 


downhill with a night slalom. 

The diminutive Wachter, in her seventh championships, 
may well prove the bigger threat of the two since she too is 
looking to salvage something from the wreckage. 

Fifth in the event in I9S7 and I9S9. third in 1993 and sec- 
ond in 1996, the 19SS Olympic combined cold medallist 
dreams of taking the final step up the world podium. 

Before Sestriere, Wachter who was 30 on Wednesday, 
seemed committed to going on to the 1988 winter Olympics 
in Nagano. Japan. Now she is not so sure. 

Disappointment or success in Sestriere could tip the bal- 
ance either way as far as her career is concerned. 

Gerg, dubbed "Wilde Hilde” by the German media, will 
also be fired up after finishing third for the first medal of 
her promising career in Tuesday's Super-G. 

Other contenders will be less well-known names such as 
Norwegians Trude Gimlc or Ingcborg Helen-Marken. 
Switzerland's promising Catherine Borghi or German 
Sibyllc Brauner. 

One thing most of them can be reasonably positixe about 
is that the host nation, whose skiers have won the first three 
women's raees. will not come up with yet another winner. 

Morena Gallizio finished sixth in the Laax combined but 
has otherwise posed no threat (his season. 

The best combined finish an Italian woman has achieved 
at major Alpine events in the past half century was a third 
place by Giuliuna Minuz/o in the 1956 Olympics in the 
days when it was a paper victory before separate races were 
created. 
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Little sign of 
breakthrough 


in Lima crisis 


LIMA i AFP) — Leftist 
rebels holding 72 high-pro- 
file hostages and demanding 
that their jailed comrades be 
freed have agreed to keep 
talking with Peru's govern- 
ment. 

But no date was immedi- 
ately set Wednesday for 
more talks. 

As the potentially explo- 
sive standoff at the Japanese 
ambassador's residence here 
entered its ninth week. Roli 
Rojas, the Tupac Amaru 
.Amaru Revolutionary 

Movement (MRTA) guerrilla 
unit's second-in-command, 
met for four hours Tuesday 
face-to-face with the govern- 
ment point man in the crisis. 
Domingo Palermo. 

The talks stretched from 
the afternoon into the 
evening in a pastel orange, 
two-storey private house 
across the sfreel from the 
rebel-held Japanese resi- 
dence. 

Mr. Rojas used a direct line 
to speak several times during 
the talks with top MRTA 
leader Nestor Cerpa in the 
residence, the newspaper El 
Comercio reported. 

But there was no surprise 
deal to end the standoff. 

The MRTA guerrillas are 
demanding freedom for 
some 440 of their jailed 
comrades-in-arms, an idea 
President Alberto Fujimori 
repeatedly has rejected out 
of hand. 

"There will be no release 
of MRTA hostages. That is 
final." Mr. Fujimori said in 
an interview with Le Monde. 
The talks aim "to convince 
the MRTA they won't 
achieve anything, neither 
privileges nor concessions, 
becaui they took hostages." 
he said. 

The rebels also want 
changes in the government's 
belt-tightening economic 
policies. 

Joining Mr. Rojas and Mr. 
Palermo were dialogue guar- 
antors Juan Luis Cipriani, 
the archbishop of Ayucucho 
and a friend of the president; 
Michel Minnig of the 
International Red Cross; 


Vincent, a former MRTA 
hosrage; and Japan’s ambas- 
sador to Mexico, Terusuke 
Terada. 

The only remarks after the 
tight-security talks by 
Archbishop Cipriani and Mr. 
Vincent were that the sides 
had agreed on some proce- 
dural matters, and to keep 
talking at a date to be fixed. 

“It's not an easy job. but I 
do have hope that a good 
outcome will be reached,” 
U.S. Ambassador to Peru 
Dennis Jen told the daily 
Expreso. The United States 
has kept a low profile in the 
crisis, in public deference to 
Japan. Peru's top source of 
foreign aid- 

in Tokyo on Wednesday. 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto flatly 
rejected speculation by Mr. 
Fujimori that ransoms may 
have been paid for Japanese 
hostages being held 

“No money was paid," Mr. 
Hashimoto told reporters at 
his official residence. “I do 
not know why he said such 
things." 

At a meeting with 
Japanese media at a London 
hotel on Tuesday. Mr. 
Fujimori said he suspected 
"Japanese companies and 
families of hostages may 
have paid ransoms” to the 
MRTA gunmen who have 
held the Japanese residence 
since Dec. 17. 

“The MRTA has made it a 
custom to threaten hostages’ 
families and companies and 
get ransoms. If they do not 
take payments, the MRTA 
kills hostages” Jiji Press 
quoted Mr. Fujimori as say- 
ing. 

But he stressed: "It is die 
Peruvian government's poli- 
cy not to accept ranson 
demands." 

If Japanese companies pay 
ransoms to the hostage tak- 
ers, “it will be very bad for 
the security of Japanese 
businessmen in the future. 
So, I send out a stem warn- 
ing against their ransom pay- 
ment?’ Mr. Fujimori also 
said, according to Kyodo 
News. 


Uday footage seeks 
to counter rumours 


1 VTiHlV\P t Agencies j — 
Aiming to dispel reports that 
President Saddam Hussein's 
eldest son was paralysed in 
his left side after an assassi- 
nation attempt Iraqi televi- 
sion has broadcast footage of 
Uday Hussein moving his 
left arm. 

The seven-minute clip 
aired lute Tuesday on A1 
Shabah Television showed 
Uday mhbing his chin with 
his left hand and making 
points in a conversation by 
counting them on the hand. 
Uday owns the television 
station. 

Uday has been hospitalised 
since unidentified gunmen 
shot him several times on 
Dec. 12 while he was in his 
car in an upscale Baghdad 
suburb. 

Police reportedly detained 
hundreds of people for ques- 
tioning after the unack. but 
the gunmen have not been 
found. 

Dissidents have called the 
shooting a blow to the 
regime of President Saddam, 
which has increasingly relied 
on close family members for 
support. 

Iraqi television has repeat- 
edly broadcast footage 
showing Uday. and Iraqi dis- 
sidents have suggested that 
he was partially paralysed 
based on the appearances, in 
which he has not been seen 
moving his left arm or left 
leg. 

Last month, a senior U.S. 
military official in 
Washington, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
Uday may be paralysed and 
could lose a leg to gangrene. 

The television showed 
Uday wearing a white hospi- 
tal robe and sitting in a chair 
with his barefoot left leg 
stretched and his right leg 
hem. He was not shown 
moving his legs. 

In one clip. Uday was 
shown slowly moving his 


iefr amt as he received three 
government ministers. 

Uday met with ministers 
and other Iraqi officials who 
greeted him on the ‘Eid Al 
Fitr holiday. 

'Eid was observed from 
Saturday llirough Monday. 

It was the second time in a 
week that the 33-year-old 
Uday appeared on television 
in a wheelchair. 

Iraqi sources in Amman 
said a Cuban medical team 
led by President Fidel 
Castro's personal doctor is in 
Baghdad treating Uday. 

France and other countries 
have turned down a request 
to receive the Iraqi leader's 
son for treatment. Uday was 
hit by 14 bullets. 


Crackdown on traders 


The Iraqi opposition said 
Wednesday that the Iraqi 
authorities have arrested S4 
merchants for allegedly 
extorting state funds. 

"Eighty-four merchants in 
Baghdad, including Saad 
Tabra, were arrested last 
week.” the Iraqi National 
Congress (INC) opposition 
coalition said in a statement 

The London-based INC 
said the Iraqi presidency 
“has prepared lists of names 
of other merchants and 
wealthy Iraqi businessmen ... 
and the dictatorial regime is 
ready to carry' out additional 
arrests.’' 

The U.N. embargo 
imposed on Iraq since 
August 1990 has ruined 
most Iraqis, and some mer- 
chants have taken advantage 
of the embargo by raising 
prices. 

The "oil-for-food’' agree- 
ment that went into force 
Dec. 11 allows Baghdad to 
sell 52 billion of erode oil in 
six months in order to buy 
food and medicine and pay 
war reparations, all under 
strict U-N. supervision. 


Palestinians move to reopen Hebron market 


HEBRON (AFP) — 
Palestinian authorities took 
the first steps Wednesday 
towards reopening Hebron’s 
main wholesale vegetable 
market, three years after 
Israel closed the bazaar fol- 
lowing the massacre in a 
nearby mosque of 30 
Palestinians by a Jewish set- 
tler, officials said. 

Merchants opened up nine 
stalls Wednesday morning 
with the permission of 
Palestinian municipal 

authorities and officials from 
Israel’s military administra- 
tion who toured the area 
located next to a Jewish set- 
tler enclave, officials said. 

The sbopowners said they 
had been given permission to 
begin > repairs and other 
preparations for resuming 
business, but no trading was 
yet taking place. 

Officials denied earlier 
reports that formal authorisa- 
tion had been given to 
resume business in market, 
as called for under a Jan. 15 
agreement which turned 
most of Hebron over to the 
control of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

'Today we sent city engi- 
neers with members of the 
Israeli liaison committee to 
see what repairs and other 
work are needed in the mar- 
ket as a first step to returning 
to business,” Hebron Mayor 
Mustapha Natshe told AFP. 

Army spokesman Peter 
Lemer confirmed the market 
was slated for a return to full 
activities under the terms of 
the January agreement. But 



Palestinians saw off the locks on their stores in Hebron on Tuesday as Israel, implementing another part of 
the autonomy agreement, allowed the reopened part of the produce market that has been closed for nearly 
three years (Reuters photo) 


he said no firm date for the 
move had yet been set. 

Many Palestinians flocked 
to the market to watch the 
sudden activity on 
Wednesday, while settlers 
from the nearby enclave 
stayed away. 

The army dosed the mar- 
ket and an adjacent street in 


February 1994 for fear that 
Palestinians would attack 
Jewish settlers there in the 
aftermath of the killing of 30 
worshippers in the Ibrahim! 
Mosque. 

The Palestinians were 
gunned down by a local 
Jewish settler, Baruch 
Goldstein, who was lynched 


by the crowd. The shooting 
sparked widespread violence 
in Palestinian areas. 

Earlier this month the 
army opened a first section 
of Hebron’s Shuhada Street 
to Palestinian taxis and 
munidpal vehicles. The rest 
of the street is to be gradual- 
ly opened to Palestinian traf- 


the next three 


fic over 
months. 

Israel withdrew its troops 
from 80 per cent of Hebron 
and handed civilian control 
over the entire city to the Jan. 
17. Israeli troops remain 
behind in the other 20 per 
cent to guard some 450 mili- 
tant Jewish settlers. 


Syria said 
ready to 
allow 
exiled 
Brothers 
to return 


CAIRO (AFP) — 
Syria’s President Hafez 
Al Assad will allow 
exiled Muslim funda- 
mentalist leaders to 
return if they admit they 
were wrong to oppose 
his government in the 
19S0s, a senior Syrian 
religious figure said 
Wednesday. 

Mohammad Saed 
Ramadan Al Bouti, who 
is close to Mr. Assad, 
said they could return to 
Syria after “the 
Brotherhood’s leader- 
ship issues a statement 
admitting its errant 
behaviour in the 1980s 
and their complete satis- 
faction with the policies 
carried out today by 
Syria" 

“I think that’s the posi- 
tion of President Hafez 
Al Assad and all the 
other Syrian leaders and 
citizens," he said in 
remarks published in the 
Arabic newspaper Al 
Hayat. 

The Syrian Muslim 
Brotherhood in 1980 
launched an armed battle 
against the government, 
which ended in the 
deaths of up to 25.000 
people in the Muslim 
fundamentalist strong- 
hold of Hama. Hundreds 
of Muslim Brothers fled 
abroad. 

Mr. Bouti. whom Al 
Hayat said had met Mr. 
Assad several times, also 
said the Muslim 
Brothers who return 
“must not create a polit- 
ical part) 1 .” 

He said there were 
“various trends among 
the Muslim Brothers 
now, some of which 
favour such a statement 
while others oppose it.” 

The religious official 
also said he was sure 
that "sooner or later an 
amnesty will be granted” 
to the Muslim Brothers 
in prison, “because I 
know very well that 
President Assad favours 
it.’* 

"I can’t set a date ... 
but we all expect that the 
amnesty will take place 
soon ” said Mr. Bouti. 

More than a year ago. 
Mr. Assad granted an 
amnesty to hundreds of 
Muslim Brothers. 


9 nationalist centrist parties plan 
merger, could be strongest group 


By Khalil Shobaki 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Nine 
Jordanian nationalist and 
centrist political parties 
have made significant 
headway towards merging 
into a national centrist 
party that could become a 
major political bloc, party 
sources said Wednesday. 

The sources told the 
Jordan Times that the par- 
ties held intense negotia- 
tions in the past two months 
on common denominators 
vis-a-vis many issues and 
political stands. 

According to the sources, 
the meeting involved the 
secretaries general Abdul 


Hadi Majali of Al Ahd 
Party. Suleiman Arar of Al 
Mustaqbal Party, Abdul 
Raouf Rawabdeh of Al 
Yaqatha Party, Mijhem 
Khreisha of Tajamou Party', 
Hakam Kheir of Al Watan 
Party, An is Mdasher of-Al 
Waed Party and Ali Saad 
of the Progress and Justice 
Party. Mr. Saad also repre- 
sents the Al Jamaheer and 
Unionist parties. 

These nine parries want to 
finalise the merger before 
the next general elections, 
which, according to the 
Constitution, will take place 
in November 1997, and 
want to field candidates on a 
unified list. 

One committee charged 


with drawing up the basic 
principles of the proposed 
unified party and another 
with drafting the party’s 
internal regulations. 

The sources , Said t an 
unspecified transitional 
period will precede the full 
merger among the nine par- 
ties after which the unified 
party members will elect 
the new leadership during a 
general conference. 

According to the sources, 
the nine secretaries general 
have affirmed their determi- 
nation to give up their lead- 
ership positions to ensure 
the success of the experi- 
ment and open the way for 
the new leadership. 

An initial reading of a 


draft document on the pro- 
posed merger indicates that 
tire parties are serious. 

If the effort proves to be 
successful the merger will 
create the largest political 
party in terms of numbers 
ah(f influence!.''' *• ”"— 

Several political ' parties 
have unsuccessfully tried to 
merge in the past. Several 
leftist parties succeeded 

last year into merging into a 
unified party grouping the 
Socialist Democratic Party, 
the Democratic Arab Party 
and the Jordanian 

Democratic Party which 
together formed what came 
to be known as the Unionist 
Democratic Party. 


Lebanon protests 
to truce panel over 
Israeli air strikes 


BEIRUT l AFP) — Lebanon lodged a protest Wednesday 
with the committee monitoring a ceasefire in southern 
Lebanon over Israeli air raids a day earlier that wounded a 
Lebanese civilian. 

The protest came as Israeli jets flew across Lebanese air 
space for a second day to stage mock strikes on positions 
of a Palestinian group south of Beirut, police said. 

Israeli warplanes flew at low altitude Wednesday over a 
base of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command (PFLP-GC) in Lebanon, but did not 
open fire, police said. 

A government official said Lebanon had complained over 
the “wounding of a shepherd, the killing of 35 goats- and 
the damaging of houses in Nahle “ near the eastern city of 
Baalbek in an Israeli air strike on Tuesday. 

Tuesday's strike destroyed t|ie antenna of the Voice of the 
Oppressed radio station rjjpi by the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah guerrilla movement from the Syrian-controlled 
Bekaa Valley. 

The shepherd was identified as 40-year-old Murhej Solh. 

The Lebanese complaint also cited “damage of a number 
of houses in Lucy.” during an Israeli air raid on Palestinian 
positions just five kilometres from the Syrian border. 

Three guerrillas of Ahmad Jibril's PFLP-GC were 
wounded in the strike. 

The Israeli air force had also on Tuesday struck positions 
of the PFLP-GC in Naameh, 15 kilometres South of Beirut 
but no guerrillas were injured in that attack. 

The government official said the five-nation ceasefire 
committee will discuss the Lebanese complaint during a 
session on Monday requested by Israel to deal with an 
Israeli protest filed on Friday. 

Israel lodged the complaint after the discovery of five 
bombs it says were planted in its self-declared “security 
zone" in South Lebanon by Hizbollah guerrillas. 

The Israeli military conducted controlled explosions to 
detonate the bombs. 

The monitoring committee — made up of France. Israel 
Lebanon, Syria and the United States — was created by an 
April 26 truce accord. 

The agreement, which ended a 17-day Israeli against 
Hizbollah in South Lebanon in 1996. calls on both sides to 
avoid targetting civilians in their on-going conflict or 
launching attacks from civilian areas. 

The Israel army established the "security zone” in South 
Lebanon in 1985 ostensibly to protect its northern com- 
munities from attack by the guerrilla groups. 


Iran says Sudan asked 
for military assistance 


TEHRAN (Agencies.) — 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani said Wednesday 
dial Iran is reviewing a request 
from Sudan for military 
equipment to fight an opposi- 
tion offensive launched last 
month. 

“They have asked us for 
help and we are examining 
their request." Mr Rafsanjani 
told a press conference. “We 
have close cooperation with 
Sudan and if we help them, no 
one should complain.” 

But the president stressed 
that any military assistance to 
Khartoum would not be free 
of charge. 

“This is not really aid. We 

may be paid in cash or in cred- 
it We have in the past provid- 
ed humanitarian assistance in 
the form of oil or foodstuff.” 
said Mr. Rafsanjani • 

During a visit to Tehran two 
weeks ago. Sudanese Vice- 
President Al Zubair 

Mohammad Saleh denied his 
country received military or 
financial assistance from Iran. 

He was responding to 
reports from the Sudanese 
Opposition that Iran has airlift- 
ed tanks and chemical 

weapons ro Khartoum. 

Mr. Rafsanjani also denied 
any air link between the 
Islamic republic and Sudan 
for the delivery of arms. “We 
have not been sending any 
. such goods to Sudan recent- 
ly” he said. 

Iran regards the Sudanese 
government of Omar Al 
Bashir as a bulwark of resis- 
tance against U.S. influence in 
northern Africa 

An official Sudan newspa- 
per said cm Wednesday that 
Eritrean opposition forces 
have killed at least 100 
Sudanese rebels in an attack 


on their camp in eritrea 

Sudan accuses Eritrea' of 
allying with Sudanese rebels 
in attacks along Sudan's east- 
ern border. Eritrea denies it 

The report on Wednesday in 
Al Ingaz Al Watan i was the 
latest in the government- 
owned daily of. -attacks on 
forces opposed to Khartoum. 
It could not be independently 
confirmed. 

“The Eritrean opposition 
launched an attack on the 
Hayikota camp which belongs 
to the elements of Sudanese 
saboteurs in Eritrea, causing 
the deaths of more than 100 of 
these elements,” the newspa- 
per said. 

It did not give a date for the 
attack buL said it took place 
after differences developed 
. between mostly northern 
* members of Sudan’s opposi- 
tion and the main southern 
opposition party, the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) Jed by John Garang. 

It reported that as a result of 
the differences which it did 
not specify, the Eritrean 
authorities who supervised the 
camp withdrew weapons from 
both sides, giving the Eritrean 
opposition the chance to 
launch its attack. 

The newspaper did not 
name the Eritrean opposition 
group which launched the 
attack, but in a report on 
Tuesday it said the opposition 
Entrean Liberation Front had 
Jail “strong blows” to 
Entrean forces in attacks 
which it said took place last 
month near the border with 
budan. The newspaper last 
'yeek said the Eritrean opposi- 
uon had killed 189 
Mongmg to the m 
Era*an People's Liberation 
Front and the SPLA. 


Indian prisoners 
stage ‘chilli powder 
getaway’ 


CALCUTTA (AFP) — - 
Three prisoners staged an. 
Indian-style getaway by *; 
throwing chilli powder" 
into the faces of their 1 -*' 
police guards, officiate . 
said Wednesday. A police 
spokesman said the three 
men, one a convicted mur-_. 
der. temporarily blinded- 
the guards with the powder;, 
before jumping out of a. 
police van taking them tool 
Calcutta court Tuesday. 
They were then picked up 
by three motorbikes fol- 
lowing the van before 
escaping through the m 
packed traffic. Police 
Superintendent B.D. 
Sharma said the police 
guards were being investi- 
gated for negligence. 
Former police officer 
Runu Guha Neyogi said he 
had heard of a similar 
“chilli powder getaw ay” in 
the city more than 20 years 
ago. “In 1973. seven pris- 
oners escaped in Calcutta 
in similar circumstances.” 
he said. He added chilli 
powder was often used, 
however, by muggers and 
bag snatchers to blind their 
victims. The Alipore cen- 
tral jail authorities, mean- 
while, argued they should 
not be blamed for the 
escape, stressing that 
uncut chillies rather than 
powder was used in their. 
kitchen. 


Concorde tickets 
for just £10 


A 


LONDON (R) — British 
Airways said it had sold 
190 concorde tickets for 
only 10 pounds ($16) cadi 
in 30 minutes, as 20 mil- 
lion people phoned its 
sales centre hoping to be 
among, the. lucky few. The 
return rickets for flighted® 
the luxury aircraft between 
London's Heathrow air- 
port and New York were 
offered at a £5.400 dis^ 
count to mark the 10th 
anniversary of BA’s pri- 
vatisation. 


Tortoise takes a 
breather through 
its backside 


BRISBANE (R) — 

Australian scientists said 
they were studying a rare __ 
freshwater tortoise which » 
breaths through its bottom* 
when underwater and 

through its mouth when on 

land. The rheodytes 

leukops, commonly 

known as the fuzroy river 
tortoise, breathes oxygen 
through special gills lining 
its rear passage (cloaca), 
enabling it to stay under . 
water longer, said zoolo- 
gist Craig Franklin from 
the University of 

Queensland. Franklin said 
the unique breathing tech- 
nique enabled the tortoise 
to stay underwater for up 
to five hours, compared 
with the maximum two 
hours for other tortoise 
species. 


Shuttle to carry 
Irish golf pennant 


DUBLIN (R) _ Thedfr 
Coats of arms of some of 
Ireland's best-known golf 
courses are to be blasted 
into space. The next U.S. 
space shuttle will be rak- 
ing a pennant of the south 
West of Ireland Golf 
Company with it, carried 
by Jim Halsetl, an astro- 
naut of Irish descent, The 
pennant features the 
heraldic emblems of nine 
major championship golf 
courses including 

Ballybunion. where U.S. 
President Bill Clinron says 
he is determined to play. 
The shuttle Columbia, 
which takes off on a scien- 
tific mission on April 3. 
will also be carrying a 
medallion featuring a 19th 
century Irish emigrant 
ship, the Jeanie Johnston, 
it never losr a passe nqer iu£ 
16 voyages from tralec \ll 
Baltimore. New York and 
Quebec during the Irish 
famine when more than a 
million people left for new 
l,vcs ,n the “new world ” 
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